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Safe Routes to School – Continuing Services Plan 
Atkinson Elementary – Updated Summer 2010 

 
This is a Safe Routes to School (SR2S) Continuing Services Plan for Atkinson School. It contains the 
following useful information for you as a school community member: 

Á  Your school 
Á  SR2S initiatives already carried out at your school 
Á  Elements of the SR2S program your school community has expressed interest in continuing in the 
future  

 

What is the Safe Routes to School Program? 
 
Portland Safe Routes to School is a partnership of the City of Portland, schools, neighborhoods, 
community organizations and agencies that advocates for and implements programs that make 
walking and biking around our neighborhoods and schools fun, easy, safe and healthy for all 
students and families while reducing our reliance on cars.The Portland Bureau of Transportation 
and the Portland Public Schools District recognize the importance of SR2S and the benefits students 
and community receive when more students walk and bike, including:  
 

Á Decreased traffic congestion  
Á Improved traffic safety  
Á Improved health and fitness  
Á Increased independence  
Á Building neighborhood livability  
Á Increased alertness and academic achievement  
Á Improved air quality   

 
The SR2S program is made up of the following “Six E” 
components: 
   

Á Equity 
Á Education 
Á Engineering 
Á Enforcement 
Á Encouragement 
Á Evaluation 

 
The Portland Bureau of Transportation manages the SR2S program with support from a contract 
team that includes the Bicycle Transportation Alliance (BTA), Legacy Emmanuel Trauma Nurses Talk 
Tough, Portland State University’s Initiative for Bicycle and Pedestrian Innovation (IBPI), and 
Alliance for Community Traffic Safety Oregon (ACTS Oregon). The Portland Police Bureau provides 
support, as do dozens of faculty, family members, volunteers, and community partners.  
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About Atkinson 
 

  

 
 
 
 

 
Atkinson Elementary School is located in the South Tabor neighborhood of southeast Portland. The 

neighborhood attendance area is bounded by SE Hawthorne Blvd to the north, SE 50th to the west,  

SE Powell Blvd to the south, and SE 67th Avenue and Mount Tabor Park to the east (see school map 

on next page). Of the 491 students enrolled in 2009, 197 were considered neighborhood students 

while 294 were students from other neighborhoods. Atkinson is a dual-immersion magnet school, 

meaning many students attend from further afield. Atkinson Elementary has benefited from 

participation in the comprehensive SR2S Program since 2006.  

 
 

 
 

Walk + Bike Day at Atkinson Elementary 

 
Atkinson Elementary School 

5800 SE Division Street 
Portland, Oregon  97206 

Phone: 503-916-6333 
 

Principal: Debbie Armendariz 
SR2S Liaison: Jeannie Curtis 

School District: Portland Public Schools 
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Atkinson Attendance Area Map
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Safe Routes to School – EDUCATION at Atkinson 
  
The table below shows the Bicycle, Pedestrian, and Child Passenger Safety Education activities that 

have been carried out at Atkinson as part of the SR2S program to date.   

 
 

SR2S Education Description 

 
# classes 
taught 

2009-2010 
 

years taught at 
school 

Bicycle Safety 
Education 

 
students in 4th or 5th grade 

participate in ten hours of in-
class and on-bike instruction 

 

4 

2006-2007     
2007-2008     
2008-2009     
2009-2010 
2010-2011 

Pedestrian Safety 
Education 

 
students in 1st or 2nd grade 

receive two 45-minute sessions 
of in-class instruction, 

including a neighborhood 
community walk 

 

4 

2006-2007     
2007-2008     
2008-2009     
2009-2010 
2010-2011 

Child Passenger 
Safety Education 

students in K and 1st grade 
receive a 30-minute assembly 4 

 
2006-2007     
2007-2008     
2008-2009     
2009-2010 
2010-2011 

 
 

 
Family Survey Comments about the SR2S Program… 

 
“Checking in on Walk + Bike Days feels celebratory.” 

 
“My daughter’s classmates are encouraged by other students who walk and bike to 
school, and the morning activities encourage kids to encourage their parents to do the 
same!” 
 
“At Atkinson Elementary there is not enough room to park all the bikes – there are so 
many now, it’s fantastic! The program has really made a difference here.” 

 
“Safe Routes and the Bicycle Transportation Alliance are great and have inspired our 
family to ride!” 
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Safe Routes to School – ENCOURAGEMENT at Atkinson 
 
The table below shows the Bicycle and Pedestrian Encouragement activities that have been offered 
at Atkinson through the SR2S Program. 
 

SR2S 
Encouragement Description Practical Values Years of 

Participation 

International 
Walk + Bike to 

School Day 

annual event held on the first 
Wedenesday of October; 
students walk and bike to 

school and celebrate healthy 
transportation choices 

 
helps raise awareness for 

health, safety, 
environmental, and traffic 
related benefits of walking 

and biking 
 

2007 
2008 
2009 

Walking School 
Bus or Bike 

Train 

organized groups of students 
walking or riding to school 

with one or more adults along 
a designated route to pick up 
more students along the way 

 
allows students to walk or 
bike to school when parent 
schedules would not permit 

them to go along; gives 
students time to socialize 
and relieve excess energy 

before the school day 
 

 

Walk + Bike to 
School Day 
(weekly or 
monthly) 

students walk or bike to 
school for small incentives 

 
encourages students to use 

active transportation by 
providing rewards; helps 

raise awareness among the 
school community 

 

 

Walk + Bike 
Challenge 

Month 

students compete against 
each other and other schools 
throughout the month of May 
to see who can walk or bike 

the most 

helps raise awareness that 
students all across the city 

are using active 
transportation 

2010 

 
Atkinson receives on-going trainings and support from Safe Routes Organizers. To volunteer for an 
activity at your school contact SafeRoutes@PortlandOregon.gov, 503-823-4998.  
 
Other potential encouragement activities include: 

• Stop + Walk: students are dropped off at a designated spot a few blocks away from school; 
this allows students a chance to socialize with friends and also relieves congestion in the 
school parking lot and pick-up/drop-off areas 

• Walk + Bike across America (or Oregon): Students log their walk/bike miles and add them 
together to “travel” across the state/country on a map 

• Neighborhood Navigators: a classroom curriculum designed to integrate math, science, 
health, and environment topics to encourage walking and biking  
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Safe Routes to School – ENGINEERING at Atkinson 

The SR2S Program provides engineering improvements in the catchment area to address school-related 
transportation safety concerns. The engineering projects listed below were identified by the Atkinson 
SR2S Team, following a walkabout with a Portland Bureau of Transportation traffic engineer.  The SR2S 
Engineer produced an Engineering Strategy Report, and the SR2S Team ranked the identified issues. 
SR2S staff then presented them to the school’s local Neighborhood Association for review.  

Bold Green text = Completed Improvement items (as of June 2010) 
Non-bold text = Items awaiting implementation as funding becomes available 
Pink text – funded through Oregon Dept of Transportation SR2S funds, or other external sources 
 

 
Priority 

Rank 
 

Project Location Project  Description 

 
Short-term Identified Projects (Approved and Prioritized by the SR2S School Team) 

 

1 SE Division at 58th (N) Marked Crossing 

2 SE Division Adjust Parking Controls 

 
Short-term Projects – Ranked by SR2S Team 

1 Division/Clinton Park Divide pick up  

2 Clinton Park  Remove Sidewalk Vegetation  

3 Clinton Park East Entrance Pedestrian sidewalk, ramps and marked 
crossing 

4 SE Division Crosswalk visibility clearances, each 

5 Lincoln at 57th (S) Adjust Crosswalk Signs 

6 Division at 57th (N-S) Countdown Ped Signals (4) 

7 Division at 60th  (All) Countdown Ped Signals (6) 

8 Division at 52nd  (N-S) Countdown Ped Signals (4) 

9 Division at 50th  (All) Countdown Ped Signals (8) 

10 Lincoln at 50th (E-W) Countdown Ped Signals (4) 

11 Powell at 52nd  (N-S) Countdown Ped Signals (4) 

12 Powell at 65th  (N-S) Countdown Ped Signals (4) 

13 Division at 71st  (N-S) Countdown Ped Signals (4) 
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14 Powell at 65th  (N-S) Leading Pedestrian Interval 

15 Division at 60th (N-S) Leading Pedestrian Interval 

16 Division at 52nd  (N-S) Leading Pedestrian Interval 

17 Lincoln at 50th (E-W) Leading Pedestrian Interval 

18 Division at 71st  (N-S) Leading Pedestrian Interval 

19 SE 52nd at Woodward Raised Crosswalk 

20 Lincoln at 57th (S)  Raised Crosswalk 

21 SE Clinton, 39th to 50th  Speed Bumps (7) 

22 SE Harrison, 39th to 50th Speed Bumps (6) 

23 SE 52nd, Division to Powell Speed Tables (6) 

24 Hawthorne, 50th to 60th  Speed Bumps (6) 

25 SE 51st, Hawthorne to Division Speed Bumps (6) 

26 Clinton Park  Widen East entrance 

27 Division E/57th  N side parking controls 

28 Division School Frontage Multilingual Parking Signs 

 
 

Long-term Projects – Ranked by SR2S Team 

1 SE 51st, Hawthorne to Division Speed Bumps (6) 

2 Clinton Park Parking North end turn around 

3 Division at 55th (SE) Green Curb Extension 

4 Lincoln at 57th (S) Curb Ramp (NE) 

5 Lincoln at 57th (S) Corner Reconstruct (SE) 

6 Division at 57th (SE) Green Curb Extension 

7 Division at 55th (NE) Green Curb Extension 

8 57th N/Division Pathway Corner Rebuild (Sherman) 

9 52nd S/Woodward Pathway Corner Rebuild (Franklin) 
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10 Clinton Pathway W/50th Corner Rebuilds (2) 

11 Lincoln at 57th (S) Green Curb Extension (NE) 

12 Lincoln at 57th (S) Green Curb Extension (SE) 

13 Powell at 57th Median Refuge Island 

14 Clinton Park East Entrance Pedestrian Crossing on Clinton 

15 Division at 52nd (NE) Green Curb Extension 

16 Division at 52nd (SW) Curb Extension 

17 Division at 52nd (NW) Green Curb Extension 

18 Woodward at 52nd (NE) Green Curb Extension 

19 Woodward at 52nd (SW) Green Curb Extension 

20 Woodward at 50th West Side Green Curb Ext. 

21 Woodward at 50th (NW) Curb Extension 

22 Woodward at 50th Median 

23 Woodward at 50th (NE) Curb Extension 

24 Clinton at 50th (SW) Green Curb Extension 

25 Lincoln at 50th (NE) Green Curb Extensions 

26 Lincoln at 50th (NW) Curb Extension 

27 Lincoln at 50th (SE) Green Curb Extensions 

28 Lincoln at 50th (SW) Green Curb Extensions 

29 57th S/Woodward Pathway Corner Rebuilds (3) 

30 65th S/Woodward Pathway Corner Rebuilds (4) 

31 Clinton Pathway E/57th Corner Rebuilds (16) 

32 Lincoln Pathway Corner Rebuilds (17) 

33 Woodward Pathway Corner Rebuilds (25) 

34 Lincoln at 60th (NW) Curb Extension 

35 Lincoln at 60th (SW) Curb Extension 
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36 Lincoln at 60th (SE) Green Curb Extension 

37 Woodward at 71st (NE) Green Curb Extensions 

38 Woodward at 71st (NW) Curb Extension 

39 Woodward at 71st (SE) Green Curb Extensions 

40 Woodward at 71st (SW) Green Curb Extensions 

41 Division at 50th (SW) Curb Extension 

42 Division at 50th (NW) Curb Extension 

43 Division at 50th (SE) Curb Extension 

44 Division at 50th (NE) Curb Extension 

45 Clinton Park Expand Parking Lot 

46 Division at 60th (NW) Curb Extension 

 
Atkinson Elementary also had bicycle staple racks installed on the campus (see photo below). 
 
ODOT has also committed to funding a pedestrian crossing improvement on Powell at 75th. 
 

 
 

Bicycle Parking at Atkinson Elementary School 
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Safe Routes to School – ENFORCEMENT at Atkinson Elementary School 
  
Portland’s SR2S program offers an Enforcement element to increase awareness and reduce the 
frequency of traffic safety problems through a partnership with the Portland Police Bureau, 
schools, and neighborhoods. This includes:                                                                                              

Á School Speed Zone and Crossing Enforcement for all schools during Back-to-School 
Week and a School-a-Day targeting program for the remainder of the school year 

Á Reinforcement of engineering improvements made through the Safer Routes to 
School Partnership 

Á School Safety Patrol Training 
  

             
 
In the future, enforcement requests should be submitted to Safe Routes to School in the following 
format: 
 

Á Date 
Á Location 
Á Time 
Á Nature of the problem 
 

Submit this information to: 
Gabe Graff, Program Manager 
Safe Routes to School 
City of Portland Bureau of Transportation 
1120 SW 5th Ave., Suite 800, Portland, OR 97204 
or gabriel.graff@portlandoregon.gov, 503-823-5291 
 
Any community member can submit an enforcement safety request by contacting the Portland 
Bureau of Transportation Traffic Safety Hotline at 503-823-SAFE (7233), 
safe@portlandoregon.gov. 
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Safe Routes to School – PROGRAM EVALUATION at Atkinson 
 

Program evaluation helps determine the effectiveness of SR2S program work. School participation 
in this process is critical. Atkinson families have participated in evaluation surveys mailed to home 
addresses since 2006. Survey data below is from Fall 2009. 
 

surveys 
distributed 

surveys 
returned 

survey 
return rate 

385 101 26% 

 
 
 

How did your student travel to school 
on Wednesday? 

walk 36 36% 

bike 14 14% 

carpool 3 3% 

family vehicle 36 36% 

school bus 4 4% 

TriMet 1 1% 

other 0 0% 
 
 

How did your student travel to 
school on Wednesday?

39%

15%3%

38%

4%

1%
0% walk

bike
carpool
family vehicle
school bus
TriMet
other

 



 14 

 
Safe Routes to School – PROGRAM EVALUATION at Atkinson 

  
 

Do you allow your student to walk or bike to 
school? 

never 6 2% 

not an option 17 10% 

occasionally 7 22% 

schedule permitting 68 64% 
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Safe Routes to School – PROGRAM EVALUATION at Atkinson 
 

When asked to select factors that limit the amount of walking or biking a student does, parents chose 
the following factors (multiple answers were possible): 
 
 

Select the factors that limit the amount of 
walking and biking your student does. 

parent schedule 36 36% 

household routines 26 26% 

weather 45 45% 

distance 28 28% 

student does not enjoy 3 3% 

parent does not enjoy 0 0% 

poor facilities 5 5% 

traffic safety 24 24% 

neighborhood safety 9 9% 

child's ability 8 8% 

other 14 14% 
 
 

Atkinson Factors that limit 
walking and biking

36
26

45
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3 0 5
24

9 8 14

0

50
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How to Get Involved in Safe Routes to School at Atkinson 
  
As a school community member, your enthusiasm in encouraging your student’s active participation 
in the SR2S Program at Atkinson is invaluable to the goal of improving transportation safety for 
everyone. Your involvement and participation as a volunteer can help to bring about real, positive 
change in child safety.  
 
If you are interested in finding out more information about the SR2S Program at Atkinson, in setting 
up or participating in a Walk & Bike to School Day, a Walking School Bus, Bike Train, Education 
Classes or other fun encouragement activities, please contact:  
 
Gabe Graff 
Safe Routes to School Program Manager 
City of Portland Bureau of Transportation 
1120 SW 5th Ave., Suite 800, Portland, OR 97204 
503-823-5291, gabriel.graff@portlandoregon.gov 
www.SafeRoutesPortland.org 
 

                                                                                    

 
 
 

 
 

Be Safe. Have Fun. Grow Healthy. Get There.  
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