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Student Essay Contest
Winner!

May is Walk+Bike
Challenge Month

I

re you ready for the challenge?
In May, students from all across
Oregon participate in Walk+Bike
Challenge Month.

t was hard to pick
just one winner for
our Student Essay
contest, but congratulations to Gabriela
gabriela campos gonzalez
Campos Gonzalez, a
won our essay contest
th
5 grader at Bridlemile
Elementary, for her very thoughtful essay:

say I
Some people I know
hool walking
shouldn’t go to sc
but I say I like
when it’s raining,
rains I just take
doing it. When it
oes that don’t
an umbrella and sh
school when
slip. I love going to
can feel the
it rains because I
rops on my
cold, watery raind
thing about
face. My favorite
on rainy days
walking to school
fall on my
is hearing the rain
her people
umbrella. I think ot
ow they will
should try this. I kn
feel like me.
Gabriela won a new backpack full of
transportation goodies. Check out our website
www.SafeRoutesPortland.org for more
stellar student essays.
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sr2s Trainings Calendar
Order Free SmartTrips Materials
Funding for Safety Projects
Be a Fan of Safe Routes on Facebook
Einstein Quote Decoding Puzzle

A

The Walk+Bike Challenge is a free,
month-long competition between
Oregon students of all ages to see who
can walk, bike, scoot, or skate the most.
bailey thurman, 5th grader at
Students keep track of the days they use gilbert Heights, helps with
active transportation to get to school on registration during the
walk + bike challenge
a scorecard which they then turn in for
prizes. The Challenge wraps up with a special celebration at PGE Park
on June 11th called Walk+Bike to Baseball night.
This is a fun and easy activity to
organize at your school. To learn
more, go to the Walk+Bike website
at walknbike.org.
Registration begins in March.

students use scorecards to Keep
track of the days they use active
transportation to school

Portland Safe Routes to School will
also be holding three free trainings
for Walk+Bike Challenge Month. (See
the SR2S Trainings Calendar inside
this newsletter.) At the trainings you
will have the opportunity to:

• pick-up extra promotional materials and incentives
• meet with other school organizers and share ideas
• create an action plan for your school
For more information about
Walk+Bike Challenge Month,
contact Clay at 503-823-4998.
All trainings are ADA accessible. We
also have language translation and
childcare services upon request.

I volunteer with the walk/bike program
at Lewis. I think the school does a
great job encouraging kids to
walk/bike/skateboard and make
healthy lifestyle choices!
– Lewis parent

For the latest events, campaign resources, photos and
more, go to: www.SafeRoutesPortland.org

Have Fun. Be Safe.
sr2s Trainings Calendar

Order Free Transportation Materials
with SmartTrips

D

on’t miss out on this great opportunity to get free
transportation resources and help your school! If you have
a 2nd or 5th grade student in your family, be sure to look for your
SmartTrips order form in the mail this January or February.
SmartTrips is a Portland Safe Routes to School program offering
families free resources, including maps, activity books, and safety
information about walking, biking, public transit, and carpool.
Thursday, February 4, 6:00 – 7:30pm
at Peninsula Elementary School, 501 N Dixon St
Spanish/English Bilingual Training: All Weather
Cycling and Walking to School (dinner provided)
Wednesday, February 10, 5:30 – 7:00pm
at Portland Building, 1120 SW 5th Ave,
9th floor, Broadway Room
Panel Discussion: Promoting Active
Transportation at School (dinner provided)
Monday, February 22, 10:30am – 12Noon
at Belmont Library , 1038 SE 39th Ave
Training: Family-friendly biking
(snacks provided)

Families can choose to receive the information they want and
students get to pick a free gift just for ordering!
This is also a great way to raise up to $300 for your school. Safe
Routes will give $5 to schools for each order one of their families
places. Orders are guaranteed if placed by May 1, 2010, and will
be delivered by bicycle right to your door.

Walking to school is a
wonderful reason to attend
a neighborhood school.
– Abernethy parent

Monday, March 1, 10:30 – 11:30am
at Belmont Library , 1038 SE 39th Ave
Training: Promoting Walk+Bike Challenge
Month at your School (snacks provided)
Monday, April 5, 3:30 – 4:30pm
at Gregory Heights Library , 7921 NE Sandy Blvd
Training: Promoting Walk+Bike Challenge Month
at your School (snacks provided)
Tuesday, April 6, 12:00 – 1:30pm
at Hillsdale Library, 1525 SW Sunset Blvd
Training: Promoting Walk+Bike Challenge Month
at your School (lunch provided)
RSVP for events to saferoutes@ trans.ci.portland.
or.us or 503-823-4998. For more information, visit
www.SafeRoutesPortland.org.

free materials from the smartTrips order form.
students can choose free gifts of a bike bell,
sr2s patch, or ”walk there“ book just for ordering!

S a f e R o u t e s to S c h o o l S p o n s o r i n g Pa r t n e r s

Grow Healthy. Get There.
Funding for Safe Routes
Safety Projects

Be a Fan of Portland
Safe Routes on Facebook

I

n 2008, Portland Safe Routes to School program was awarded
a $500,000 grant from the Oregon Department of Transportation
(ODOT) to enhance its efforts to increase safe ways for students to
walk and bike to school. This money provides funding for infrastructure improvements at the 11 Safe Routes schools that joined the
program during the 2006/2007 school year. The money is from the
federally funded Safe Routes to School program.
The projects listed below were recommended and prioritized by Safe
Routes school teams at each of the schools. Made up of school staff,
parents, concerned neighbors, and, on occasion, students, the school
teams worked with an engineer from the City of Portland to identify
key safety challenges around their schools and prioritize the improvements they valued the most. For more information on how these
projects were selected or to get involved with Safe Routes in your
school, visit www.SafeRoutesPortland.org
These improvements are scheduled to be installed this spring.
	School

Engineering project

Funding

Capitol Hill

Street/Curb/Walk

$76,700

Chapman

Green Curb Extensions

$30,500

Chief Joseph

Refuge Islands, Countdown Signals

$63,200

Faubion

Sidewalk, Curb Ramps

$37,000

Forest Park 	

Sidewalk, Curb Ramps

$24,500

Gilbert Heights 	

Street/Curb/Walk

$53,700

Kelly

Curb Ramps, Countdown Signals

$24,100

Refuge Islands, Curb Ramps,
Countdown Signals

$66,200

Sidewalk

$42,300

Rosa Parks
		
Sacramento

Sunnyside Environmental Curb Ramps, Countdown Signals

S

afe Routes to School now has a
Facebook fan page.

Visit us at www.facebook.com/SafeRoutes
Portland to become our fan. You’ll get regular
updates, see fun photos, and keep up to date
on our free events.
It’s an easy way to stay informed in between
our newsletters. See you online!

$29,600

S a f e R o u t e s to S c h o o l S p o n s o r i n g Pa r t n e r s

News

I enjoy walking my child to school! I am
pumped that the school is attempting
to make it a safe and enjoyable part of
our lives. Thank you! –Vestal parent

Einstein Quote Decoding Puzzle
See if you can decode this quote from Albert Einstein. I filled in the first word and gave a few more letter clues …
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Courtesy of the Archives, California Institute of Technology
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Answer: “Life is like riding a bicycle.
To keep your balance you must keep moving.”

Our Mission—
SR2S is a program bringing transportation together in partnership with our
schools, neighborhoods, and community
organizations to encourage students and
families to get to and from school in ways
that reduce traffic, increase safety, build
strong bodies and clear minds, plus
provide a cleaner environment.

einstein was a very smart scientist,
but apparently not smart enough
to know that he should be wearing
a helmet when he rides a bike!

www.SafeRoutesPortland.org

To help ensure equal access to City programs, services and activities, the City of Portland will reasonably modify policies/procedures and provide auxiliary aids/services to persons with
disabilities. Call 503-823-5291, TDD 503-823-6868 with such requests or visit http://www.portlandonline.com/index.cfm?c=43193

