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Safe Routes to School Continuing Services Plan

Maplewood Elementary - Updated Summer 2010
This is a Safe Routes to School (SR2S) Continuing Services Plan for Maplewood. It contains the
following useful information for you as a school community member:

= Your school

= SR2S initiatives already carried out at your school to date

= Elements of the SR2S program your school community has expressed interest in continuing
in the future

What is the Safe Routes to School Program?
Portland Safe Routes to School is a partnership of the City of Portland, schools, neighborhoods,
community organizations and agencies that advocates for and implements programs that make
walking and biking around our neighborhoods and schools fun, easy, safe and healthy for all
students and families while reducing our reliance on cars.

The Portland Bureau of Transportation and the Portland Public Schools District recognize the
importance of SR2S and the benefits students and community receive when more students walk and
bike, including:

Improved traffic safety

Improved health and fitness

Increased independence

Building neighborhood livability

Increased alertness and academic achievement
Improved air quality

Decreased traffic congestion

The SR2S program is made up of the following “Six E”
components:

Equity
Education
Engineering
Enforcement
Encouragement
Evaluation

The Portland Bureau of Transportation manages the SR2S program with support from a contract
team that includes the Bicycle Transportation Alliance (BTA), Legacy Emmanuel Trauma Nurses Talk
Tough, Portland State University’s Initiative for Bicycle and Pedestrian Innovation (IBPI), and
Alliance for Community Traffic Safety Oregon (ACTS Oregon). The Portland Police Bureau provides
support, as do dozens of faculty, family members, volunteers, and community partners.




About Maplewood

Maplewood Elementary R PR

7452 SW 52" Ave
Portland, Oregon 97219
Phone: 503-916-6308

Principal: John Blanck

School District: Portland Public Schools

Maplewood is located in the Maplewood neighborhood of SW Portland. The neighborhood
attendance area extends north to Vermont St, east to I-5 and Capitol Hill Rd, south to Dolph Ct, and
west to 65™ Ave (see school map on the following page). Of the 342 students enrolled in 2009, 287
were considered neighborhood students and 55 were students from other neighborhoods.

Maplewood has benefited from participation in the comprehensive SR2S Program since 2008.

Students and parents participate in Walk + Bike to School Day
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Safe Routes to School - EDUCATION at Maplewood

The table below shows the Bicycle, Pedestrian, and Child Passenger Safety Education activities that

have been carried out at Maplewood as part of the SR2S program to date.

i BIEEEEE ears taught
SR2S Education Description taught Y at schoc?l
2009-2010
Bicvcle Safet students in 4th or 5th grade
E)(/jucation y participate in ten hours of in-class 2 2009-2010
and on-bike instruction 2010-2011
students in 1st or 2nd grade receive
Pedestrian Safety | two 45-minute sessions of in-class 5 2009-2010
Education instruction, including a 2010-2011
neighborhood community walk
Child Passenger | students in K and 1st grade receive n/a
Safety Education a 30-minute assembly n/a

Family Survey Comments about the SR2S Program...

“Thank you for increasing awareness about other methods of transportation!”

“The program is wonderful! We feel encouraged always to participate, but without
being pushed too hard. Schedules are difficult, but there is always help to try.”

“Many people in our neighborhood walk/bike to school on a regular basis. The
culture makes walking the coolest thing to do to get to school.”




The table below shows the Bicycle and Pedestrian Encouragement activities that have been offered

Safe Routes to School - ENCOURAGEMENT at Maplewood

at Maplewood through the SR2S Program.

SR2S
Encouragement

Description

Practical Values

Years of
Participation

International

annual event held on the first
Wednesday of October; students

helps raise awareness for
health, safety,

Challenge Month

see who can walk or bike the
most

are using active
transportation

Walk + Bike to walk and bike to school and environmental, and traffic 22885
school Day celebrate healthy related benefits of walking
transportation choices and biking
Walk + Bike to students walk or bike to school encourages student§ to use
. . active transportation by
School Day for small incentives and . )
. providing rewards; helps
(weekly or recognition from .
raise awareness among the
monthly) teachers/school X
school community
students compete against each .
helps raise awareness that
Walk + Bike other and other schools students all across the city
throughout the month of May to 2010

Walking School
Bus or Bike Train

groups of students walk or bike
to school with one or more
adults along a designated route
to pick up more students along
the way

allows students to walk or
bike to school when parent
schedules would not permit
them to go along; gives
students time to socialize
and relieve excess energy
before the school day

Stop + Walk

students are dropped off at a
designated spot a few blocks
away from school

allows students to walk to
school together and helps
relieve congestion in school
parking lot and pick-
up/drop-off areas

Maplewood receives on-going trainings and support from Safe Routes Organizers. To volunteer for

an activity at your school contact SafeRoutes@PortlandOregon.gov, 503-823-4998.

Other potential encouragement activities include:
e Walk + Bike across America (or Oregon): Students log their walk/bike miles and add them

together to “travel” across the state/country on a map
e Neighborhood Navigators: a classroom curriculum designed to integrate math, science,
health, and environment topics to encourage walking and biking




Safe Routes to School - ENGINEERING at Maplewood

The SR2S Program provides engineering improvements in the school catchment area to address school-
related transportation safety concerns. Engineering projects are largely based on the availability of

funding and the coincidence of other related projects that may be coordinated with Safe Routes efforts.

If there is a traffic safety issue in the school area, any community member may utilize the City of

Portland’s Traffic Safety Hotline. One may report the problem by calling 503-823-SAFE (7233) or e-

mailing safe@portlandoregon.gov. Reports submitted by a school Principal are more likely to receive

higher priority so it is a good idea to discuss the issue with a parent/teacher organization to bring it to
the Principal’s attention.

An engineering walkabout with a PBOT Safe Routes engineer




Safe Routes to School - ENFORCEMENT at Maplewood

Portland’s SR2S program offers an Enforcement element to increase awareness and reduce the
frequency of traffic safety problems through a partnership with the Portland Police Bureau,
schools, and neighborhoods. This includes:
= School Speed Zone and Crossing Enforcement for all schools during Back-to-School
Week and a School-a-Day targeting program for the remainder of the school year
= Reinforcement of engineering improvements made through the Safe Routes to School
Partnership
= School Safety Patrol Training

In the future, enforcement requests should be submitted to Safe Routes to School in the following
format:

Date

Location

Time

Nature of the problem

Submit this form to:

Gabe Graff, Program Manager

Safe Routes to School

City of Portland Bureau of Transportation

1120 SW 5" Ave., Suite 800, Portland, OR 97204

or gabriel.graff@portlandoregon.gov, 503-823-5291

Any community member can submit an enforcement safety request by contacting the Portland
Bureau of Transportation Traffic Safety Line at 503-823-SAFE (7233), or by e-mailing
safe@portlandoregon.gov.
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Safe Routes to School - PROGRAM EVALUATION at Maplewood

Program evaluation helps determine the effectiveness of SR2S program work. School participation
in this process is critical. Maplewood families have participated in evaluation surveys mailed to

home addresses since 2008. Survey data below is from Fall 2009.

surveys surveys survey
distributed | returned | return rate

271 110 41%

How did your student travel to
school on Wednesday?

walk 16 15%
bike 3 3%
carpool 4 4%
family vehicle 49 45%
school bus 37 34%
TriMet 0 0%
other 1 1%

How did your student travel to
school on Wednesday?

@ walk
M bike
4% O carpool

3%

O family vehicle
B school bus

@ TriMet

44% W other




Safe Routes to School - PROGRAM EVALUATION at Maplewood

Do you allow your student to walk
or bike to school?

never 14 9%

not an option 49 9%

occasionally 23 15%

schedule permitting 24 63%

Do you allow your student to
walk or bike to school?

100 schedule
permitting
80 :
occasionally
60
40
20

never
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Safe Routes to School - PROGRAM EVALUATION at Maplewood

When asked to select factors that limit the amount of walking or biking a student does, parents chose

the following factors (multiple answers were possible):

Select the factors that limit the amount of
walking and biking your student does.

parent schedule 38 35%
household routines 23 21%
weather 34 31%
distance 57 52%
student does not enjoy 2 2%
parent does not enjoy 0 0%
poor facilities 75 68%
traffic safety 70 64%
neighborhood safety 12 11%
child's ability 30 27%
other 11 10%

Maplewood: Factors that limit
walking and biking
75
30 /0
60 57
38
40 23 £ 30
B 120011
0
@ parent schedule B household routines O weather
O distance B student does not enjoy @ parent does not enjoy
W poor facilities O traffic safety Bl neighborhood safety
M child's ability O other
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How to Get Involved in Safe Routes to School at Maplewood

As a school community member your enthusiasm in encouraging students’ active participation in
the SR2S program at Maplewood is invaluable to the goals of improving transportation safety,
fitness, and our environment. Your involvement and participation as a volunteer can help to bring
about real, positive change in our community.

If you are interested in finding out more information about the SR2S Program at Maplewood, in
setting up or participating in a Walk + Bike to School Day, a Walking School Bus or Bicycle Train,
Stop + Walk Campaign, Education Classes or other fun encouragement activities, please contact:

Gabe Graff, Program Manager

Safe Routes to School

City of Portland Bureau of Transportation

1120 SW 5" Ave., Suite 800, Portland, OR 97204
503-823-5291, gabriel.graff@portlandoregon.gov
www.SafeRoutesPortland.org

ﬁ 4

RANSPORTATION

13




14

Document Attachments:

1) Maplewood SR2S Family Friendly Map







