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The Bureau of Development 

Services promotes safety, 

livability, and economic 

vitality through effi cient 

and collaborative 

application of building and 

development codes.
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Join us!
2nd Friday of every month 
12 noon to 1:30 pm
1900 SW 4th Ave., Portland 
2nd fl oor conference room 

Bring your lunch and sit in on 
a free seminar. Each month we 
present information on a different 
development related topic.

Scheduled presentations

Friday, November 10, 2006
Veteran's Day, no Lunch &   
Learn scheduled

Friday, December 8, 2006
Stormwater Disconnect and Clean 
River Rewards

Friday, January 12, 2007
No Lunch & Learn scheduled

Friday, February 9, 2007
Get Legal Program Expansion

Online 
www.portlandonline.com/bds | 
Contact Us | Customer Assistance | 
Lunch & Learn

 •  Library of presentations

 • E-mail announcement 
subscription service

 • Calendar 

Contact 
E-mail,  bdsl&l@ci.portland.or.us
Tiffani Penson, 503-823-1109

On TV
Portland Community Media’s Cable 
Channel 30. Check www.pcmtv.org 
for the schedule.

Handy Randy Home Improvement 
Show with BDS
Tune in to the Handy Randy Home Improvement Show on AM 860 KPAM 
the �  rst Saturday of every month from 9:00 am to 11:00 am. A BDS expert 
will be the featured guest on the show, pro�  ling a different development-
related topic each month. In addition to taking and answering callers’ ques-
tions on the air, staff will be interviewed by host Randy Querin .

Date Topic BDS Expert
November 4 Winterizing your plumbing Hillery Welch, 

Plumbing Inspector

December 2 Electrical safety during 
the holidays

Joe Botkin, 
Combination Inspector

ABC�s of Land Use Workshops
Workshops are planned for November, February and April. Learn about 
the City of PortlandÕs land use and development review processes and get 
hands-on experience responding to typical issues that come up in land 
use reviews by attending an ABCÕs of Land Use workshop. 

Topics include: 
 • How state, Metro, and City land use goals and policies are organized 

 • What Land Use Reviews (LURs) are 

 • The difference between Type I, II, IIx and III applications 

 • How to read a land use notice and how to respond

Plan to attend if you are: 
 • Neighborhood and Business Association land use and 

transportation activists 

 • Thinking about getting more active with your AssociationÕs land use 
or transportation committees 

 • Interested in general City related land use decision-making processes

To register or to get more information: 
Go to www.portlandonline.com/oni or contact Brian Hoop at 
503-823-3075 or bhoop@ci.portland.or.us. 

BDS Staff Fix-It Fair Schedule
November 18, 2006 

  Alice Ott Middle School 
12500 SE Ramona Street

January 6, 2007
  SEI  

3920 N Kerby Avenue

January 27, 2007
  Madison High School

2735 SE 82nd Avenue
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Dave Tebeau,
Sr. Building 
Inspector

Bureau of Development Services Director, Paul Scarlett, 
recently announced plans for expanding the bureauÕs 
popular Get Legal Program to meet an increasing cus-
tomer demand for the programÕs services.

The Get Legal Program provides customers who need 
to legalize complex, unpermitted construction work at 
their properties with:
 •  specialized assistance from a team of bureau 

permitting, zoning, and building experts
 •  a tailored work plan for legalizing complex 

construction work
 •  assistance with applying for code appeals and 

obtaining the proper permits for the project
 •  a single point of contact to work with from start 

to Þ nish

 ÒThis innovative program has helped over 100 prop-
erty owners over the past three years accomplish their 
goal of a safe, legal homeÓ, said Director Paul Scarlett. 
ÒMany customers have told me that they couldnÕt have 
done it without the bureauÕs help. We want to make 
this program available to anyone who needs it, and this 
expansion will help us accomplish thatÓ. 

The Get Legal Program began as a pilot program in 
June 2003, and quickly grew in popularity with cus-
tomers who needed an avenue for determining how to 
legalize complex projects that were completed with-
out the beneÞ t of permits. The program has received 
national attention from cities across the country inter-
ested in developing similar programs.

Scarlett recently promoted Dave Tebeau to Sr. 
Building Inspector and the programÕs full time 
administrator, allowing the program to take in more 
projects, to provide streamlined inspection and plan 
review services, and to meet a growing customer 
demand. Tebeau has worked for the program on a 
part-time basis as a Building Inspector for the past 
two years and brings extensive construction and 
customer service experience to the position.

“I’ve worked with customers to 
legalize everything from basement 
and attic conversions to entire 
single-family homes that have 
been built without permits”, said 
Tebeau. “Sometimes, customers 
just don’t know where to start 
and feel overwhelmed. This 
program helps them determine 
what their goals are and how to 
accomplish them”.

For more information on the Get Legal Program, 
visit the Bureau of Development ServicesÕ 
Web site at www.portlandonline.com/bds, or 
call 503-823-7281.

BDS Announces Expansion of the Get Legal Program

Moratorium in effect for work in 
Balch Creek/NW Hills
As we head into the rainy season, ground-disturbing work on all 
properties in the Balch Creek and Forest Park Subdistricts of the 
Northwest Hills Plan District must end. Exposed earth must be cov-
ered as of October 1, according to your approved landscape plans.

All construction, including sewer, water and utility trenching which 
directly exposes soil to stormwater, is prohibited between October 
1 and April 30.

Projects in other areas of the city must comply with Title 10 ero-
sion control regulations. Construction activity may continue, but 
you must provide temporary ground cover on exposed soils from 
October 1 through April 30. 

For questions or concerns, contact  the Bureau of Development 
Services at 503-823-7526.

Public Registry 
Folders on the Web
On September 28th, the Public Regis-
try (PR) folders became accessible on 
the web www.portlandmaps.com. At 
portlandmaps.com, the public can now 
look up properties and view the Public 
Registry (PR) folders, which include 
Measure 37 claims, Property Line 
Adjustments and Lot Segregations, in 
addition to other types of folders such 
as residential and commercial permits, 
land use reviews, etc. This new feature 
will help customers who need to do 
property research.
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The Building Code Appeal Process
The Appeal Process deals speciÞ cally with issues related to the various 
state mandated construction codes (the Structural Specialty Code, Resi-
dential Specialty Code, Electrical Specialty Code, Plumbing Specialty 
Code and Mechanical Specialty Code) and city codes (Titles 24, 25, 26, 
27, 28 and 29) relating to various development related activities. This is a 
separate and distinct process from the Land Use Review process that deals 
with issues related to the zoning code. BDS makes every effort to coordi-
nate with the Land Use Division on any appeal that may impact a pend-
ing Land Use Review. 

Another area where building code requirements may conß ict with the 
requirements of other city bureaus is encroachments into the public right 
of way. BDS makes every effort to coordinate appeals for such encroach-
ments with the requirements of the Portland Department of Transporta-
tion. Getting input from PDOT on a speciÞ c appeal request for encroach-
ments into the right of way is often a cause for delaying action on an 
appeal submittal. The applicant should coordinate with PDOT prior to 
submitting any requests for encroachments into the right of way to reduce 
the possibility for a delay in processing their appeal request.

The Bureau of Development Services maintains a two tiered appeal 
process. The Þ rst tier of appeals is the Administrative Appeals and is not 
open to the public. The second tier is a public hearing before a volunteer 
board made up of qualiÞ ed individuals from the private sector knowl-
edgeable in the speciÞ c code area being appealed. These boards are re-
ferred to as the Building Code Board of Appeal, the Electrical Code Board 
of Appeal, etc. depending on the code requirement being appealed.

Appeals for all specialty codes are reviewed at the Administrative Appeals 
level at a weekly meeting. Usually, this involves the review of between 
15 and 18 appeals each week, some of which involve multiple items, 
each for a separate code section that is being appealed. If the appellant 
is not satisÞ ed with the decision of the Administrative Appeals, and an 
acceptable alternative cannot be negotiated, the appellant has the option 
of requesting a hearing before the appropriate public Board of Appeals. 
Given the limited time available to review each appeal it is important that 
the appeals submittal be as clear, accurate, and self-explanatory as pos-
sible. Failure to provide complete and accurate information often causes 
delays in the review of an appeal. Each appeal that has a plans examiner 
identiÞ ed with it is forwarded to that staff person for input relative to the 
appeal. The Administrative Board relies heavily on these recommenda-
tions and reports received from staff to help them understand the project, 
the conditions speciÞ c to the appeal and how the appeal may have been 
generated. It is highly recommended that the applicant contact a plans 
examiner to discuss any appeal submittal before it is submitted even if 
they have not been working with a plans examiner previously. The extra 
time spent in reviewing an appeal submittal with a plans examiner almost 
always is made up by reducing the possibility for any delay that may arise 
from an incomplete or poorly worded or documented submittal. 

continued, next page

The Administrative 

Appeal Board 

approves or approves 

with conditions 

approximately 75 

percent of the appeals 

submitted. Of the 

remaining 25 percent 

the majority are usually 

reheard at a later date 

as a reconsideration 

after staff works 

with the applicants 

to develop alternate 

proposals to what was 

originally submitted. 

Of the reconsiderations 

heard by the 

Administrative Appeals 

Board, approximately 

60 to 70 percent are 

approved as revised. 
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CUSTOMER ALERT!
Window Locks
An alert viewer recently notiÞ ed the Bureau of Development Services of a news story that ran on a local televi-
sion station, suggesting that viewers who are concerned about home intruders purchase and install locks on their 
sliding bedroom windows for protection. Some of the mechanisms suggested were locked with a key, while oth-
ers were tightened down with a wrench.

It is important to know that having a window lock of this type will 
compromise the effectiveness of an egress window and the occu-

pantÕs safety. The building code requires an egress window to 
exit a sleeping room in case of an emergency. The operable 

portion of the egress window needs to be large enough 
for someone to get out of the sleeping room in an 

emergency, or for a Þ reÞ ghter, complete with gear, 
to get through the opening and into the sleep-
ing room.

The code requires an egress window opening to have a 
net clear opening of at least 5.7 SF (5.0 SF if at grade) and 
net clear opening dimensions of 20Ó wide and 24Ó high, 
if commercial, or 22Ó high for residential. The code also 
requires the sill height to be a maximum of 44Ó off the 
ß oor. In addition, egress windows must be operable from 
the inside of the room without the use of keys or tools.

If you have questions about egress windows, please call 
503-823-1456 for building code information. A Windows 
handout is also available in the Development Services Cen-
ter and on our Web site at www.portlandonline.com/bds.

Building Code Appeal Process, continued from page 4
Staff can often give hints about how to phrase an appeal submittal to be more easily understood by the Admin-
istrative Board and can assist in making sure proper documentation is provided with the submittal. Staff can 
also provide information on what types of alternates have previously been approved for commonly appealed 
code requirements and can provide assistance with obtaining needed information, such as construction type, 
occupancy classiÞ cation, etc., from permit records.

The Appeals Board does not have the power to waive any provision of the code. All appeal requests must dem-
onstrate that the alternate method or material being proposed is equal to or better than what the code requires. 
The appeal boards, both at the administrative level and the public boards, make every effort to work with an 
applicant to provide an alternate design that will meet the intent of the code for providing an equivalent level of 
Þ re and life safety while still satisfying the needs of the individual project.

The process for Þ ling an appeal is described on the BDS Web site at www.portlandonline.com/bds. You can 
also Þ le your appeal electronically, online at the site. When appeals have been heard, the decisions are posted to 
the BDS web site, usually within 24 hours, and can be viewed there.

Area of
clear opening

Windows for
emergency egress 

must have a clear
opening a minimum

of 5.7 sq. ft. in area*
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Shizen, a seven-unit condo project off NE Broadway to 
be completed in 2007, will use no fossil fuels to heat the 
building and its hot water. The project received $160,000 
from the City of Portland’s Green Investment Fund.

Using biodiesel to heat your home
As the weather turns chilly, turning on the 
heat becomes a ritual of necessity. Anyone can 
save money and natural resources by keeping 
the thermostat below 68 degrees and adding 
insulation to their house. If you use oil heat, 
you can take another immediate and afford-
able step to reduce your use of Þ nite natural 
resources: biodiesel.

What is biodiesel?
Biodiesel is a readily renewable, non-petroleum 
product made by mixing vegetable oils, such 
as soybean or canola oil, with alcohol and a 
catalyst, usually sodium or potassium hydrox-
ide. The process produces both biodiesel and 
glycerin, a common ingredient found in soap. 
BiodieselÕs many beneÞ ts include local econom-
ic development opportunities, reduced green 
house gas emissions and improved air quality. 

Biodiesel can be used in any compression-ignition engine where regular diesel fuel is used, including oil-
burning furnaces. Biodiesel is often blended with regular fuel in ratios commonly referred to with the letter 
ÒBÓ (for biodiesel) and a Þ gure that indicates the percentage biodiesel present in the blend. For example, 
B20 indicates a blend of 20 percent biodiesel and 80 percent regular petroleum diesel.

Using biodiesel
If you are currently heating your house with oil, you can use B20 without making any adjustments to your 
tank or furnace. If you already have oil in your tank, you can add B20 right to regular fuel and begin us-
ing biodiesel right away. Although you shouldnÕt have any problems using B20, it is recommended that a 
reputable technician inspect your furnace after a month or two of using biodiesel to make sure that biodie-
selÕs solvency hasnÕt loosened up any particles that would clog the oil Þ lter.

Any blend higher than B20, such as B50 or B99 requires the use of a temperature-controlled above-ground 
tank to keep the fuel from gelling in colder weather. In addition, using higher percentages of biodiesel may 
cause the rubber hoses and nozzles on the furnace to deteriorate, eventually warranting replacement. 

Cost competitive
With the recent rise in oil prices, biodiesel (B20) is now cost-equivalent to conventional fuel. You can save 
a bit of money on biodiesel by using coupons found in natural lifestyle periodicals or keeping an eye out 
for advertised specials on fuel distributorÕs Web sites. If youÕre not afraid of a little science and hard work, 
you can learn how to safely make biodiesel by taking a class with Oregon Biodiesel Workshop or by join-
ing PortlandÕs Go Biodiesel Cooperative. 

To Þ nd tips on energy conservation, environmentally friendly heating and cooling options and 
other green building strategies click on the OfÞ ce of Sustainable DevelopmentÕs Web site, 
www.sustainableportland.org.
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Biodiesel in action
A new seven-unit condominium 
project on NE Broadway named 
Shizen, aims to be PortlandÕs Þ rst 
building to be net-zero (produc-
ing as much or more energy than 
it consumes), without using fossil 
fuels. Shizen will produce one-
third of its energy with a solar 
photovoltaic system and the re-
maining two-thirds with a micro-
turbine powered by biodiesel.

Before the system is purchased, 
the design team is working to 
answer questions such as: 

 •  Will the diesel generator 
have to be modiÞ ed to burn 
biodiesel and will that negate 
the warranty?

 •  What incentives and 
resources are available for the 
use of biodiesel?

 •  Does the generator need 
to be in a conditioned space 
to avoid ÒgellingÓ 
B-99 biodiesel? 

Find updates about these ques-
tions and information on other 
Green Investment Fund projects at 
www.green-rated.org. 

The BDS Speakers Program �
Us Bringing the Classroom to You
The Bureau of Development Services 
recently expanded its public education 
efforts with the launch of a new Speakers 
Program designed to meet an increasing 
demand from the public for presentations 
about the bureauÕs programs, services and 
development-related code information.

Presentation topics include:
 •  The Value of a Permit – Learn about 

permits, how they can protect your 
safety and investment, and what to do 
if work was done at a property with-
out the required permits.

 •  Planning & Zoning 101 – Get 
information about PortlandÕs Zoning Code, Þ nd out what zone 
a property is in, learn the meaning of building setbacks and get 
basic land division information.

 •  Permit Information and Research – Learn about the importance 
of researching permits, how and where to do the research, and 
helpful tips for searching online.

 •  The Get Legal Program – Learn about this program designed to 
help property owners legalize complex work completed without 
the beneÞ t of permits and/or required land use reviews.

 •  The Field Issuance Remodel (FIR) Program – Learn more about 
this innovative program designed to issue home remodel permits 
in the Þ eld, saving time and money for registered contractors.

 •  Building Code Basics – Get information from code experts on 
basic building code requirements and obvious things to look for 
if you suspect work was done without permits.

 •  Tour the Development Services Center – Schedule a tour of the 
Development Services Center for your group to see the permitting 
process at work, meet our staff and learn what resources exist for 
conducting property research.

 •  Build-a-Presentation – Let us know what you want to hear about 
and we will develop a customized presentation for your group.

ÒThe Speakers Program is a great opportunity for us to partner with 
neighborhood, business, development and educational groups to 
provide updated and relevant information they want to know about. 
ItÕs us bringing the classroom to youÓ, says BDS Customer Service 
Manager, Alisa Cour.

Schedule a presentation for your next meeting online at www.port-
landonline.com/bds | select Contact Us tab | Customer Assistance 
| BDS Speakers Program. You can Þ ll out and submit the online 
speaker request form or contact Tiffani Penson at 503-823-1109.

If you are interested in 
more information about 
biodiesel, visit these 
Web sites:
www.gobiodiesel.org

www.
oregonbiodieselworkshop.com

www.biodiesel.org

 “We have developed 
a menu of our most 
requested presentations 
and recruited code and 
program experts from 
within the bureau to 
speak on a range of 
development-related 
topics that we think 
business, community 
and educational groups 
will fi nd useful and 
informative”.

Paul Scarlett,
Director of BDS
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"The Transportation 
Offi ce in Portland 
Oregon integrates 
its role in street 
maintenance 
operations with full-
scale recycling to 
reduce disposal costs 
and encourage the 
reuse of materials" 

Jill Jacobsen, 
Program Manager

Mounds of recycled road maintenance materials are stored at Sunderland. 
Left to right: Troy Posey, BOM; Terry Whitehill, BDS Building Of�  cial; 
Paul Scarlett, BDS Director; Jill Jacobsen, BOM Program Manager and 
Matt Todd, BOM

Since the mid 1980’s, BOM employees 
have been experimenting with various 
techniques to economically recycle 
materials such as leaves, concrete, 
asphalt, and street-sanding rock. In 
1997 BOM purchased a 20 acre site 
committed to this recycling effort. At 
present, 30,000 to 50,000 cubic yards of 
material are processed annually at the 
facility. City crews use this material for 
maintenance and repair projects. Some 
of the recycled material, such as leaf 
compost, blended soil, and crushed rock, 
is sold to the public as part of BOM’s 
outreach program.

City of Portland, Oregon
Of�  ce of Transportation
Sunderland Recycling Facility
9325 NE Sunderland Avenue
Portland, Oregon

www.portlandonline.com/transportation

Sunderland Recycling Facility, Recycling at it�s Best
On October 11, 2006, Bureau of 
Development ServicesÕ Director, Paul 
Scarlett toured the much talked about 
Sunderland Recycling Facility located 
at 9325 NE Sunderland Avenue with 
the OfÞ ce of TransportationÕs, Bureau 
of Maintenance Program Manager, Jill 
Jacobsen. Jill, along with Bureau of 
Maintenance (BOM) staff, Matt Todd 
and Troy Posey provided the Director 
and two other BDS staff members with 
an in-class history on the development 
of Sunderland followed by a complete 
tour of the facility.

The Bureau of Development Services 
(BDS) recently approved a land use 
review to expand BOM's recycling 
facility to relocate the existing leaf composting facility and to establish a street sweeping recycling operation both 
as waste related conditional uses. Mr. Scarlett was impressed with BOMÕs success in developing cost effective 
methods to recycle materials when performing street maintenance operations and the facility being speciÞ cally 
designed to meet PortlandÕs sustainability goals. These goals are met by lowering fees and hauling costs for the 
disposal of material, reducing the need to purchase virgin rock and offsetting operating costs through the sales of 
compost and recycled products.

BOMÕs next goal is to process street sweeping debris for reuse since 
the city currently generates approximately 25,000 cubic yards of 
this material in a landÞ ll, costing thousands of dollars in transpor-
tation and disposal fees.

Another fascinating fact about the facility is that the 20 acre site 
(12 acres are used for recycling) uses a 10 kilowatt wind turbine 
on a 100 foot lattice tower to provide power to a city building 
used for an ofÞ ce on the site. Solar panels are also used to provide 
power to the scale house. The facilityÕs ofÞ ce also includes green 
building and efÞ cient energy techniques.

On behalf of the Bureau of Development Services and Director, 
Paul Scarlett, we congratulate the OfÞ ce of Transportation, Bureau 
of Maintenance for planning and executing a cost effective facility 
and look forward to assisting and facilitating in the expansion of 
SunderlandÕs recycling operation.

For more information, please contact Jill Jacobsen, Program 
Manager for OfÞ ce of TransportationÕs Bureau of Maintenance at 
Jill.Jacobsen@pdx-trans.org.
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Above: This truck not only distributes material on the road-
way when conditions require, but it also recollects for recy-
cling and reuse; Below: Mound of reclaimed material;
Pictured: Matt Todd, BOM and Paul Scarlett, BDS Director 

BDS Trainee Program
The Bureau of Development Services recently 
launched a pilot program to teach participants to 
make residential building inspections and review 
residential building plans/blueprints to ensure that 
they meet building code and safety requirements. 

This earn while you learn program encourages 
those with limited backgrounds in construction 
or design to consider a career as a Residential 
Plans Examiner or Residential Building Inspector. 
During the two-year program, participants are 
employed full-time by BDS with their time being 
split between on-the-job training, taking classes at 
Portland Community College (six to eight credits 
per term), and study time. 

Participants will work with the program manager 
to develop a training plan outlining their sched-
ule, goals, requirements and time frames. They 
will be assigned a BDS manager to supervise their 
work assignments, a mentor to provide on the job 
training, and a coach to be their advocate. Upon 
completion of the program, participants will have 
passed the ICC Residential Building exam, the ICC 
Residential Mechanical exam, and the State of 
Oregon Inspection CertiÞ cation exam. 

September 12, 2006 Samuel Jenkins became the 
Þ rst Building Inspector/Plans Examiner trainee. 
He spends two days a week on ride-a-longs with 
Combination Inspections, one day a week rotat-
ing through the different sections and divisions of 
the bureau, and two days a week at PCC taking 
classes. Samuel expects to complete his training in 
September 2008.

If you have questions about the trainee program, 
please contact Anne Hill at 503-823-4807.

On-Site Sewage Disposal Requirements for 
Unincorporated Multnomah County
Effective immediately, all earth moving activities relating to on-site sewage disposal in the unincorporated areas 
of Multnomah County, including emergency repairs, will require Multnomah County Land Use Planning ap-
proval with a stamped site plan, prior to permit issuance. In addition, please also note that the required setback 
from streams and creeks in unincorporated areas of Multnomah County is 200 feet.

The Multnomah County Land Use Planning ofÞ ce is located at 1600 SE 190th Avenue. They are open Tuesday 
through Friday between the hours of 8:00 am to 4:00 pm. Please note that their ofÞ ce is closed on Mondays.

Should you have any further questions regarding this matter, you may contact our ofÞ ce at 503-823-5333 or 
Multnomah County Land Use Planning Division at 503-988-3043.

 ● November 20, 2006

 ● Neighborhood Inspections new address is 
1900 SW 4th Avenue, Portland, OR 97201

 ● Phone numbers for Neighborhood 
Inspections staff will not change.

 ● This move unites all of Bureau of 
Development Services under the same roof.
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Vegetated roof

Stormwater planters

Permeable paving

Downspout and rock dissipater 

Improving the 2004 Portland 
Stormwater Management Manual 
The Stormwater Management Manual provides developers and design 
professionals with requirements for reducing the impacts of increased storm-
water ß ows and pollution that result from new development and redevelop-
ment. The ManualÕs requirements apply to all projects within the City of 
Portland, whether public or private. The Portland Stormwater Management 
Manual was initially adopted in 1999 and most recently revised in 2004. 
The Manual is on a three-year revision cycle with the next update expected in 
September 2007. 

Due to stafÞ ng issues over the past two years, the schedule for revision of the 
Manual has been delayed. The scope of the 2007 revision is now limited to 
clariÞ cation of the current standards. SpeciÞ cally, it will address interpretation 
of the Stormwater Hierarchy and implementation of the facility and landscape 
design standards included in Chapter Two and Appendix F. Layout and orga-
nization are also a concern but will be addressed only as the schedule allows. 

The work plan includes the development of a Stakeholder Involvement Plan 
to describe the ways in which public input and review will be solicited. Details 
from the Stakeholder Involvement Plan will inform other tasks of the work 
plan and provide a means for concise & effective communication with all 
groups who are impacted by and interested in changes to the CityÕs stormwa-
ter management guidelines. 

BES coordinates the regionÕs National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) Permit on behalf of the City of Portland and applicants Multnomah 
County, the Port of Portland, Oregon Department of Transportation, Mult-
nomah Drainage District #1, and Peninsula Drainage Districts #1 and #2. The 
Stormwater Management Manual is one of the few regulatory tools BES has 
to reduce pollutants in surface runoff to the Òmaximum extent practicableÓ 
and recommend best management practices as deÞ ned in permit requirements. 
NPDES permits require public participation to assure jurisdictions are reduc-
ing pollutants. The Stakeholder Involvement Plan for this revision will help 
meet that requirement.

Although the current one-year schedule will not allow for every issue to be ad-
dressed, BES will track all issues as they are raised and systematically evaluate 
them for consideration in future revision cycles. Ultimately, BESÕs Chief Engi-
neer and System Development Managers take responsibility for determining 
the standards by which stormwater facilities are to be designed and construct-
ed. It is unlikely that BES will be able to achieve complete consensus from all 
stakeholders on the revision process and the technical solutions. However, BES 
is committed to gathering input from City staff, the development community, 
and other stakeholders in order to comply with regulations and, just as impor-
tantly, to create a Stormwater Management Manual that provides meaningful 
guidance with successful results.

Questions about the revision process? 
Please contact Dawn Uchiyama at 503-823-0050
Suggestions to improve the Manual?
E-mail StormwaterManual@bes.ci.portland.or.us
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Tips for Keeping Your Holiday Home Safe and Bright
With fall and winter holidays close on the horizon, the Bureau of Development Services offers these tips for 
seasonal safety.

 Turkey Fryers
 •  Turkey fryers should always be used outdoors a safe distance from buildings and any other material that 

can burn.

  •  Never use turkey fryers on wooden decks or in garages.

 •  Never leave the fryer unattended since most units donÕt have thermostat controls and the oil will continue 
to heat until it catches on Þ re.

 •  Never let children or pets near the fryer when in use or after. The oil inside the cooking pot can remain 
dangerously hot for hours after use.

 •  Keep an all-purpose Þ re extinguisher nearby. Use your best judgment when trying to Þ ght a Þ re. If a Þ re 
appears unmanageable, immediately call 9-1-1 for help.

Lighting
 •  Look for the UL mark on light strings, electrical decorations and 

extension cords. The UL mark means that UL engineers have 
tested representative samples of the product for foreseeable safety 
hazards such as Þ re and electric shock.

 •  Ensure lights, decorations and extension cords are rated for out-
side use. Lights intended for indoor-only use have green UL marks; 
those intended for indoor and outdoor use have red UL marks.

 •  Carefully inspect electrical decorations before plugging them in. 
Cracked sockets and frayed, bare or loose wires can cause a seri-
ous electric shock or start a Þ re.

 •  DonÕt use staples or nails to hang light strings. Instead, use hooks or clips.

 •  Check packaging to determine the maximum number of strings that may be connected or use this rule of 
thumb: Connect a maximum of three midget (push-in bulbs) light strings or up to 50 bulbs of light strings 
with the screw-in bulbs (C7s and C9s).

 •  DonÕt overload extension cords by plugging in too many decorations.

 •  Turn off all electrical lights and decorations before leaving home or going to bed.

Ladders
 •  Use wooden or Þ berglass ladders when near power lines and electrical wiring. Metal ladders c

onduct electricity.

 •  Use the right height ladder, ensuring it extends three feet over the roof line or working surface.

 •  Never exceed the ladderÕs weight limit or the maximum load rating.

 •  DonÕt carry equipment while climbing. Wear a tool belt or have someone hand equipment to you.

Christmas Trees
 •  Keep your tree watered at all times and regularly check for fresh, green needles.

 •  Make sure your tree stand holds at least one gallon of water. The average six foot tree can consume as 
much as one gallon of water per day.

 •  Keep your tree at least three feet from Þ replaces, radiators, space heaters, heating vents and other sources 
of heat. Never place the tree where it blocks an exit.
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please call 

Alisa Cour,

503-823-4017W
e
 w

a
n

t 
to

 h
e
a
r 

fr
o

m
 y

o
u

!
FI

N
D

 I
T

O
N

LI
N

E

Get the paperless Plans Examiner
Subscribe to the online Plans Examiner. Get all the information printed in the Plans Examiner, just 
without the paper. To join our electronic mailing list visit the BDS Web site, at www.portlandon-
line.com/bds, select the Contact Us tab, then select Subscriber Services and click on Join 
Our Mailing Lists. Enter your email address, choose a publication, and click. It’s that simple to 
subscribe or remove yourself from the list. 

BDS of� ces and the DSC are closed Veteran’s Day, November 11; Thanksgiving Day, November 23; 
Christmas Day, December 25, 2006 and New Year’s Day, January 1, 2007 


