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Portland to Showcase Living Smart and Biofuels 
Programs at National Conference in New Orleans

Portland, Oregon has been selected to showcase the Living Smart 
and Biofuels Programs at the National League of Cities’ annual Con-
gress of Cities and Exposition. Held this November in New Orleans, 
Louisiana, the 2007 City Showcase celebrates innovative city pro-
grams, and offers offi cials from across the country an opportunity to 
discuss innovative ideas with more than 5,000 participants expected 
to attend this year’s conference. 

Public fi nance, community and economic development, sustainabili-
ty, public safety, recreation, and youth programs are among the wide 
variety of municipal programs featured in the Showcase. Exhibitors 
include representatives from municipalities of all sizes, types and 
geographic area.

Portland is the fi rst city in the country to: 
 • Offer award winning house plans along with a building permit as 

an incentive to build attractive, energy effi cient infi ll homes.

 • Require a minimum 5% blend of biodiesel for all vehicle 
diesel fuel sold in the city limits and gasoline to contain at least 
10% ethanol. 

BDS Director, Paul Scarlett, and other representatives from Portland 
will have an opportunity to provide information on how each pro-
gram was planned and implemented, and will join others who are 
also exhibiting their innovative programs. The winners of National 
League of Cities’ (NLC) Awards for Municipal Excellence will also 
exhibit their programs at the conference.

The National League of Cities is the nation’s oldest and largest orga-
nization devoted to strengthening and promoting cities as centers of 
opportunity, leadership and governance. NLC is a resource and advo-
cate for 19,000 cities, towns and villages, representing more than 218 
million Americans.
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Adrienne Edwards
Training & Development Coordinator

Join us!
2nd Friday of every month 
12 noon to 1:30 pm
1900 SW 4th Ave., Portland 
2nd fl oor conference room 

Bring your lunch and sit in on a 
free seminar.

Scheduled presentations
Friday, November 9, 2007 
 • Residential Projects, Keep 

in Mind Your End Goal

December, 2007
 • No Lunch & Learn

Friday, January 11, 2008
 • Permitting Process for 

New Construction 

Career Opportunities at the 
Bureau of Development Services
At BDS, our success depends on talented and dedicated employees. In 
addition to needing professional skills and certifi cations to work here 
at BDS, we’re seeking people who really enjoy problem solving and 
who appreciate the importance of working in close partnership with 
our customers. 

The Bureau of Development Services is an integral part of develop-
ment in Portland, as bureau staff works with developers, builders and 
homeowners to guide them through the development process. We 
offer a variety of exciting career opportunities in the following areas:

 • Administration & Customer Service

 • Inspections

 • Land Use Planning

 • Plan Review & Permit Issuance

In addition to offering competitive salaries, the City of Portland offers 
an excellent benefi t package. For more information about existing and 
upcoming career opportunities, please visit our 
Web site at www.portlandonline.com/bds and 
click on the jobs button in the lower right hand 
corner of the home page.

We are pleased to announce that Adrienne 
Edwards has been selected as our next Train-
ing & Development Coordinator. Stan Scotton is 
retiring from that position at the end of October 
after a long and highly successful career with 
the bureau. Adrienne brings a lot of recruiting 
experience and enthusiasm to her position and is 
available to answer any questions you may have 
about BDS jobs. Give her a call at 503-823-4163.

Note of Clarifi cation
An article appeared in the Sep-
tember/October issue of the 
Plans Examiner on renewable 
fuel standards and contained 
images of various diesel and 
biodiesel signs. The sign tower 
images used may have misled 
readers to believe that one sta-
tion offers B5 and the other does 
not. All vendors of diesel fuel in 
the City of Portland, regardless 
of brand, are required sell B5 as 
required by Portland City Code 
Chapter 16.60 as of August 15, 
2007. Sta-
tion pumps 
should be 
clearly la-
beled, but 
sign tow-
ers may 
not be 
labeled.
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1.

2.

3.

Improvements to the Final Plat Review Process 
 2. A box with four tabs will appear. Select a tab for 

the type of information you can provide to start the 
search.
  •The next window will bring up the case,   
   and may have multiple lines. Select the   
   one that indicates Final Plat. 

 3. Within the fi nal plat each line represents a step 
in the review process that must be completed 
prior to approval. 

Review lines are assigned to the groups that must 
review the fi nal plat survey and the groups that will 
check to see if conditions of approval have been met. 
These review lines will be set up at the beginning of 
the review based on conditions of approval found in 
the original Land Division decision. 

Each line will show the name and phone number of 
the reviewer assigned, the status of their review, and 
when the review should be completed. Satisfi ed and 
Acceptable indicate that the review is complete, 
while other status indicate that the applicant still has 
work to be done. In order for a plat to be approved, 
all of the individual review lines must be signed off. 
These new lines will allow the applicant’s surveyor to 
track their part of the review separately from the work 
that must be completed by the applicant to meet the 
conditions of approval.

BDS has hired a Final Plat Technician to help expedite 
the review of fi nal plats. Julie Goodrich began this po-
sition in the beginning of May and is now available to 
assist applicants. She can be reached at 503-823-7618 
or julie.goodrich@ci.portland.or.us. 

Next year BDS will look at some additional improve-
ments to the Final Plat process that may include 
electronic submittal of survey drawings, and providing 
better information to applicants between the 
preliminary land division approval and the submittal 
of the fi nal plat.

On October 1, 2007 the Bureau of Development 
Services rolled out a number of improvements to the 
fi nal plat review process. The fi nal plat is the second 
step in the land division process. When a survey is 
prepared for the new lots, conditions tied to the ap-
proval are fulfi lled and agreements are put in place 
to ensure the necessary public infrastructure will 
be built. 

The recent improvements came out of a joint project 
between BDS and the Offi ce of Transportation that 
evaluated the fi nal plat process by reviewing how 
information fl ows between the numerous City agen-
cies involved in the review. The goals of the project 
were to look for ways to simplify process, reduce 
duplication, decrease the amount of paper involved 
in the review, and eliminate time-intensive plan rout-
ing. The overarching goal was to reduce the amount 
of time required for fi nal plat review.

Although many of the changes involve internal bu-
reau processes that will not be immediately evident 
to an applicant, the most visible change is that the 
progress of a fi nal plat can now be tracked online 
through the City’s Web site.

To track a fi nal plat online: 
 1. Go online to www.portlandonline.com/bds and 

click on the Permit / Case Search button in the 
lower left portion of the BDS Home Page.

Survey

Conditions
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Salvaged fl ooring and low-
VOC paint are cost effective 
green building strategies.

New Green 
Building 
Hotline
503-823-5431
In mid-September, Metro, 
Clackamas, Washington, 
Multnomah counties, and 
the City of Portland Offi ce of 
Sustainable Development 
(OSD) launched a new Green 
Building Hotline. The hotline 
provides information about 
green building strategies and 
resources as well as incen-
tives for commercial and resi-
dential projects in the region. 

Inquiries are welcomed from 
anyone in the tri-county area. 
Get answers about green ma-
terials, fi nancial incentives, 
renewable energy, indoor 
air quality, sustainable site 
development, construction 
material recycling, stormwa-
ter management and strate-
gies to reduce your building’s 
carbon footprint. 

Here is a sampling of recent calls to the Hotline:
Inquiry: I’d like to use green materials in my new house, but they seem 

so expensive, how does the cost compare to traditional materials?
Hotline: Some green choices may cost 

more initially and some may save. 

 Low-VOC paints, adhesives, sealants 
and carpeting are cost-competitive. 
Re-used or salvaged products, such 
as Metro’s recycled paint or salvaged 
lumber, cost less than buying new. 

 A low-fl ow dual-fl ush commode will  
cost more initially than a single-fl ush 
model, but you will save money on 
water bills over its lifetime. 

 In fact, many durable, green materials 
and equipment will save you money 
on utility bills from effi cient use of en-
ergy and resources. For many energy-
effi cient products, there are state and 
federal fi nancial tax credits for insula-
tion, solar power, windows, appliances and heating equipment. 

I  Which fl oor coverings are considered green?
H There are several options. For carpeting, carpet made from soda 

bottles or recycled fi bers, and modular carpet squares allow you 
to replace each square as needed. Other durable fl ooring options 
include cork, natural linoleum, bamboo and recycled rubber. Sal-
vaged fl ooring from retail outlets such as The ReBuilding Center, 
Habitat for Humanity ReStore or online at Metro’s www.Bone-
yardNW.com.

I I’m interested in solar power for my home. Are there any incentives 
to help me cover costs?

H  Incentives exist for both PV (photovoltaic) electricity-generating 
panels, and solar water heating systems. For PV panels, the 
Federal tax credit is 30 percent of installed cost up to $2,000; the 
Oregon Department of Energy has a tax credit of up to $6,000 
(with a maximum of $1,500 spread out over four years) and 
loans; and Energy Trust of Oregon, Inc. (ETO) has cash incentives 
up to $10,000 (depending on your electric utility and the number 
of kilowatts of your PV system). 

 For solar water heating, the Federal tax credit is 30 percent of 
installed cost up to $2,000; the Oregon Department of Energy has 
a tax credit up to $1,500 and loans, and ETO has cash incentives 
up to $1,500 (varies if your home is heated with gas or electric-
ity). Qualifi ed contractors can help you fi ll out the incentive 
paperwork. For specifi c ETO program requirements visit www.
energytrust.org. 

 Before installing a solar PV system, it is important to assess your 
household’s energy use and look for ways to reduce consump-
tion. For information about upcoming free and low-cost solar 
workshops, visit the Solar Now! page of the OSD Web site at 
www.portlandonline.com/osd/solar.

What are your 
questions about 
green building? 
Contact the Green Building 
Hotline during regular busi-
ness hours at 503-823-5431 
or visit us online at www.
portlandonline.com/osd/
greenbuilding. 

Resources:
www.BoneyardNW.com

www.energytrust.org

www.metropaint.info

www.portlandonline.com/osd

The ReBuilding Center

Habitat for Humanity Restore
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✄ clip this coupon for even more savings

MetroPaint Becomes Green Seal Certifi ed
Recycled paint costs less than half the price of new paint. If you have quality concerns, think about using Metro 
Green Seal certifi ed recycled paint. MetroPaint recently became the fi rst Green Seal certifi ed recycled latex paint in 
the world.

MetroPaint follows a detailed sorting protocol to insure that only good latex 
paint coming through its household hazardous waste collection program is re-
cycled. Paint that is moldy, separated, gloppy or hardened is rejected along with 
paints that have added toxic ingredients. Metro conducts periodic tests on the 
paint to ensure that it meets consumer product safety standards for lead, mer-
cury and other heavy metals.

Because Green Seal certifi ed paint and 
Metro premium white paint are tested 
and each contains an added biocide to 
prevent mold and mildew on the dry 
paint fi lm, Metro warrants the paint to 
remain intact and free from functional 
defects for fi ve years from the date 
of purchase.

MetroPaint is a versatile latex paint suited 
for interior or exterior application. It 
produces a low-sheen or eggshell fi nish. 
It can be brushed, rolled or sprayed on 
prepped wood, masonry, concrete and metal surfaces.

Depending on color, Green Seal Certifi ed MetroPaint and Metro Premium 
white paint sell for $25.00 to $44.00 per fi ve-gallon pail or $6.00 to $10.00 
per gallon.

For more information on MetroPaint 
Metro Recycling Information, 503 234-3000, 
Monday through Saturday
8:30 am to 5:00 pm. 

Online, go to www.metropaint.info. 

MetroPaint Sales
4825 N. Basin on Portland’s Swan Island

MetroPaint Sales does not accept left-over paint. 
Please call Metro Recycling Information on safe disposal options.

“MetroPaint completes the 
environmental loop. The 
program not only makes 
use of left-over paint that 
would otherwise end up in 
the waste stream, it also 
employs earth-friendly 
manufacturing and pack-
ing standards throughout 
its process.”

Metro Councilor Rod Park, 
Metro’s Solid Waste Rate 

Review Committee 

What is Green Seal? 
Green Seal is a third party inde-
pendent non-profi t that develops 
standards to assure consumers 
that a product or service meets 
both environmental and perfor-
mance standards.

Green Seal in conjunction with the 
Master Painters Institute (MPI), 
the leading paint performance 
certifi cation organization in North 
America, requires that Green Seal 
certifi ed MetroPaint perform as 
well as new paint.

To meet the MPI standard, the 
paint must undergo over a 
dozen application and perfor-
mance tests four times a year. 
Every batch is tested for consis-
tency (viscosity), fi neness of grind 
(fi ltration), fi nish (degree of sheen) 
and hiding power.

What about color?
Metro mixes most of its standard 
fi fteen colors in one thousand gal-
lon batches.

With color, the law of averages 
applies to MetroPaint. For example 
all of the shades of yellow paint 
that Metro collects are blended in 
one vat resulting in one consistent 
shade of yellow the color of sweet 
corn. Some shades are so vast that 
Metro splits them into dark and 
light vats. 

Standard colors come in one-gal-
lon cans and fi ve-gallon buckets. 
Customers can mix the standard 
colors together to get custom 
blends. The Swan Island Sales 
Facility has a binder of color chips 
showing the colors and mixing 
ratio for an array of hues.
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If you would like to discuss 

your experience with the 

permit review of a green 

project you’ve recently 

fi nished, or if you have 

suggestions of how BDS 

can encourage more green 

building in the City, please 

contact Debbie Cleek at 

503-823-9651 or e-mail: 

dcleek@ci.portland.or.us.

Open-truss plywood ceil-
ing (above) and a pv array 
incorporated into building 
facade (below) are two green 
building strategies. 

BDS looks at Green Building Trends
The Bureau of Development Services has begun a one-year project to 
determine how many new development projects in the City include green 
building features, and what BDS can do to encourage more. Green Build-
ing is generally defi ned as building with a conscious effort to minimize the 
negative impacts and maximize the positive impacts on the environment. 
Most green building efforts are focused on:

New Procedure 
for Submitting 
Final Summary 
Reports 
for Special 
Inspections
In order to facilitate timely ap-
proval of our fi nal inspections, we 
have received faxed copies of the 
Final Summary Reports. The qual-
ity of these faxes in many cases 
is not acceptable for electronic 
archival purposes. 

In order to ensure that we receive 
legible documents, we are now re-
questing that you e-mail your fi nal 
summary reports in e-mail or pdf 
format to: specialinspections@
ci.portland.or.us.

Please remember to include 
the project address and permit 
number on all fi nal summary 
reports. After e-mailing the sum-
mary reports please do not send 
paper copies. 

Please continue to provide a copy 
of your fi eld inspection and obser-
vation reports to the contractor so 
that these reports can be provided 
to the district building inspector in 
the fi eld and then mail a copy of 
your fi eld reports to:

Bureau of Development Services 
Attn: Special Inspection Section
1900 SW 4th Ave, Suite 5000
Portland, OR 97201 

If you have any questions please 
do not hesitate to call Fred Deis 
at 503-823-7543 or e-mail deisf@
ci.portland.or.us.

 • Energy effi ciency

 • Water conservation and 
stormwater management

 • Improving indoor air quality

 • Using local, renewable or 
recycled materials 

 • Reducing or recycling 
construction waste 

 • Site selection

Green building projects often 
include innovative new building 
materials and systems that may not 
be familiar to the City’s plan review-
ers and inspectors. Therefore, as 
part of this effort, BDS will survey 
developers in the area who have 
already completed “green” projects 
to see if there were points in the 
permit review process where their 
projects got hung up due to a new 
material or technology, or a needed 
appeal. As trends emerge from 
these interviews, BDS will work on 
troubleshooting the permit process 
so these elements don’t slow down 
future green projects.

In addition, BDS will be surveying 
new permit applicants to determine 
if their projects include any green 
features, and where BDS could 
focus their efforts to encourage 
more green building in the future. 
To accomplish this task, City Council 
approved funding for a position to 
monitor and gather data. Debbie 
Cleek was selected to fi ll this posi-
tion. This information will be used 
to develop recommended program 
improvements. The BDS recom-
mendations will be part of a larger 
package of changes reviewed and 
evaluated by the Offi ce of 
Sustainable Development and 
DRAC (the Development Review 
Advisory Committee).
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BDS Workload 
Increases in FY 
2006-07
The trend of increasing work-
loads for the Bureau of Devel-
opment Services continued in 
FY 2006-07. Both the number of 
building permits issued and the 
number of inspections performed 
rose again this past year.

The bureau issued almost 11,000 
building permits in FY 06-07. 
This moderate 3% increase over 
FY 05-06 was based on similar 
growth rates for commercial 
permits (4%) and residential 
permits (3%). This growth par-
ity was a change from FY 04-05 
when commercial permits rose 
substantially (16%) while residen-
tial growth was minor (2%), and 
from FY 05-06 when residential 
permits grew signifi cantly (12%) 
while commercial permit num-
bers changed very little (2%).

In FY 06-07, the bureau conduct-
ed over 209,000 inspections, a 
14% increase over the prior year. 
Commercial inspections rose by 
26%, while residential inspec-
tions showed a 6% gain. The total 
number of inspections has risen 
37% over the past three years.

Matching the increases in work-
load, the valuation of building 
permits continued to grow last 
year. Total building permit valua-
tion rose 13% to $1,779,000,000 
in FY 06-07. As it has for the 
past four years, commercial 
valuation growth continued to 
drive higher total valuations. The 
18% rise in the valuation of is-
sued commercial building per-
mits offset a 3% decline in resi-
dential valuation. Total building 
permit valuation has increased 
49% in the past three years. 
Increases in construction costs in 
recent years have contributed to 
the higher valuations.
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BDS Customer Service  ................................. 503-823-7308
Building Code Information ................................ 503-823-1456 (e)
Fire Code Information ........................................ 503-823-7366
Planning & Zoning Information......................... 503-823-7526 
24-hour Inspection Request Recording  ........... 503-823-7000 (e)
Inspection Section, 1 & 2 Family Dwellings ..... 503-823-7388
Commercial, Plumbing ...................................... 503-823-7302
 Building & Mechanical ................................. 503-823-7303
 Electrical ....................................................... 503-823-7304
Development Services Center ..................... 503-823-7310 (e)
Development Services Center FAX ................... 503-823-3018
Information, electrical, mechanical, plumbing,
sewer, and sign permits ..................................... 503-823-7363
Lunch & Learn Contact, Tiffani Penson ....... 503-823-1109
Newsletter Contact, Alisa Cour .................... 503-823-4017
Permitting Services, Fee estimate and
Permit status via voice mail ............................... 503-823-7357 (e)
Permit status FAXed to you  .............................. 503-823-7000 (4)
Permitting resource and records ....................... 503-823-7660
FAX requests for records ................................... 503-823-7765
Septic Tanks / Cesspools .................................... 503-823-7247

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
Development Assistance ................................... 503-823-7761
Industrial Source Control ................................... 503-823-7585

FIRE BUREAU
Development Standards, Sprinklers, Alarms
 Rich Butcher .................................................. 503-823-3802
Flammable Liquids, Tanks, Hazardous Processes
 Gerry Alvarez ................................................ 503-823-3934

OFFICE OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
Construction & Demolition Recycling ............... 503-823-7418
G-rated Resources, Peter Hurley ....................... 503-823-7418 

TRANSPORTATION
Development Requirements, Right-of-Way 
Policy and Land Divisions
 Kurt Krueger ................................................. 503-823-6964
Local Improvement Districts, Andrew Aebi  ..... 503-823-5648
Street Permit Engineering, Chon Wong ............ 503-823-7050
Transportation Plan Review & Systems Development Charge
 Richard Eisenhauer  ..................................... 503-823-7080

TREES - Urban Forestry (7:00 am - 3:30 pm)... 503-823-4489
Pruning/Planning/Removal Permits
  N, Luke Miller ............................................... 503-823-4511
 N, Frank Krawczyk ........................................ 503-823-4011
  S, Ned Sodja ................................................. 503-823-4440
 S, Dave Kahler .............................................. 503-823-1691
Tree Cutting Ordinance and Commercial Planning 
 and Development, Charley Davis ............... 503-823-4523 
Transportation Improvements, Joe Hintz ......... 503-823-4025
Residential Development & Improvement
 Myles Black ................................................... 503-823-4018

WATER
Water Service Information ................................. 503-823-7368
Hydrant Permits .................................................. 503-823-7368
Plan Review, Mari Moore ................................... 503-823-7368
Subdivision Planning, Rick Nelson ................... 503-823-7475
Backfl ow Valve Installation Requirements
 Dave Barrigan ............................................... 503-823-7479

The Plans Examiner is a bi-monthly publication of the City of Portland - Bureau of Development Services

How to Reach Us
Monday thru Friday
8:00 am to 5:00 pm

(e) = electronic 
messaging system, 
please leave detailed 
information and your 
call will be returned.

On the Internet visit:
www.portlandonline.
com/bds

www.portlandonline.com/
planning

Development
Services
Center
1900 SW 4th Avenue

Hours:
7:30 am to 3:00 pm

Thursday evenings
5:00 pm to 7:30 pm 

printed on 
recycled paper

PLANS EXAMINER, NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2007

BDS offi ces and the DSC are closed Veteran's Day, Monday, November 12, 2007; Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, November 22, 2007 
(DSC is also closed Friday, November 23, 2007); Christmas Day, Tuesday, December 25, 2007; and New Year's Day, January 1, 2008.
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