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Portland African-American Newspapers & Periodicals 
 
Advocate. 1903 – 1936[?].  Note: Related to Beaver State Herald and Mt. Scott Herald.  
Clarion Defender. 1965 – 1972. 
Go Tell It. 1979 – 1981. Portland Branch, NAACP publication. 
Interracial Progress. 1952 – 1957. Bi-monthly report of the Urban League of Portland, Oregon. 
New Age. 1896 – 1907.  Titled Portland New Age, 1905 - 1907 
Newspaper [sic]. 1970[?]  "A bi-weekly publication serving the Albina community." 
Northwest Clarion. 1946 – 1965[?] 
Northwest Defender. 1962  – 1965. Continued by Clarion Defender. 
Observer. 1945 – 1950[?]. 
Oregon Advance Times. 1968[?]. 
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Oregon Mirror. 1962[?]. 
Pacific Dispatch. 1940 – 1947[?] 
People's Observer.  1943 – 1945 
Portland Challenger. 1952 – 1954[?]. 
Portland Inquirer.  1944  – 1946[?]. 
Portland Observer. 1938 – 1939[?]; 1943 – 1950[?] 
Portland Observer. 1970 – present. 
Portland Times. 1918 – 1923. [uncertain citation; other publications exist with same title] 
Skanner. 1975 – present. 
Urban League View. 1991 – present. 
 
 
Selected Early West Coast African-American Newspapers & Periodicals 
 
African-American periodicals from other West Coast cities occasionally reported on events in Portland and 
Oregon, as did those with national readerships published in other locations, such as the Colored American, printed 
in New York. 
 
Oakland  

Sunshine. 1907  – 1922[?]. 
Western Outlook. 1914 – 1928[?]. 

 
San Francisco 

Elevator. 1865 – 1904[?] 
Mirror of the Times. 1857[?]. 
Pacific Appeal. 1862 – 1868; 1870 – 1880. 
Vindicator 1887 – 1889[?]. 
Western Outlook. 1900[?]. 

 
Seattle  

Clayton’s Monthly. 1921[?] 
Clayton’s Weekly. 1917[?] – 1920[?] 
The Facts.  1962 –  
The Northwest Enterprise.  1931[?] – 1952. 
The Northwest Herald.  1943 – 1946. 
Pacific Northwest Bulletin. 1943 – 1946[?] 
Progressive Herald. 1933[?] 
The Puget Sound and Inland Empire Observer. 1959 – 1960[?]. 
Puget Sound Observer.  1957 – 1959. 
Republican. 1896 – 1898[?] 
Rising Sun. 1911[?] 
Searchlight.  1919[?] 
Seattle Dispatch. 1947 – 1948[?] 
The Seattle Enterprise.  1920 – 1930. 
Seattle Republican.  1900 – 1910[?]. 
The World.  1899 – 1900[?]. 

 

 

Selected General & Miscellaneous Historical Works on Portland and Oregon 

Abbott, Carl. Greater Portland, Urban Life and Landscape in the Pacific Northwest. Philadelphia: University of 
Pennsylvania Press, 2001. 

——. “Portland, Civic Culture and Civic Opportunity.” Oregon Historical Quarterly, 102, 1 (Spring, 2001): 6-21. 
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——. Portland, Planning, Politics and Growth in a Twentieth Century City . University of Nebraska Press: Lincoln & 
London, 1983. 

DeMarco, Gordon. A Short History of Portland . San Francisco: Lexicos, 1990. 

Gaston, Joseph. Portland, Oregon: Its History and Builders. 3 vols. Chicago and Portland: S.J. Clarke Publishing 
Company, 1911. 

Johnston, Robert. The Radical Middle Class: Populist Democracy and the Question of Capitalism in Progressive Era 
Portland . New Haven: Yale University Press, 2003. 

Lansing, Jewel. Portland: People, Politics, and Power, 1851-2001. Corvallis: Oregon State University Press, 2003. 

MacColl, E. Kimbark. The Growth of a City: Power and Politics in Portland, Oregon, 1915 to 1950. Portland: The 
Georgian Press, 1979. 

——. Merchants, Money and Power: The Portland Establishment, 1843-1913. Portland: The Georgian Press, 1988. 

——. The Shaping of a City: Business and Politics in Portland Oregon, 1885 to 1915. Portland: The Georgian Press, 
1976. 

Robbins, William G. Landscapes of Promise: the Oregon Story, 1800-1940. Seattle and London: University of 
Washington Press, 1997. 

——. Landscapes of Conflict: the Oregon Story, 1940-2000. Seattle and London: University of Washington Press, 
2004. 

Schwantes, Carlos A. The Pacific Northwest: An Interpretive History. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1996. 
Revised and enlarged 2ndedition.  First published 1989. 

Stanford, Phil. Portland Confidential: Sex, Crime, and Corruption in the Rose City. Portland: WestWinds Press, 2004. 

 
— Compiled by: Nicholas T. Starin, City Planner II, Historic Resources Program 
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