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River Plan staff are exploring program alternatives that integrate the dual goals of protecting natural resources in the North Reach, while also protecting our working harbor and ensuring that it remains vibrant and prosperous in accordance with the guidance in the River Concept:

The North Reach will continue to provide Oregon with access to global markets and support the region’s economy as a west coast distribution hub and a heavy industrial area.  Environmental cleanup, recreational access, and watershed health actions will contribute to the harbor’s long-term vitality.

Assumptions

After discussing several different approaches, staff has developed a series of alternatives for further discussion with the Integration Task Group.  In crafting and considering the alternatives staff was working with these assumptions:

· Portland’s working harbor is a vital part of the regional economy and should be maintained and enhanced.

· The North Reach has natural resources that are important to protect and restore.

· Watershed health in the North Reach should improve overall, although improvements need not occur on every site. (Improving watershed health in the North Reach means more than just cleaning up contamination or restoring resources damaged in the past.)
· It is primarily through development and redevelopment that we will see improvement in watershed health.

· Any program that is developed must comply with applicable local, regional and state policies and regulations including the City’s Comprehensive Plan, River Renaissance Vision and Strategy, River Concept, Metro’s Title 3, 4 & 13, State Goal 9, and State Goal 15.

Desired Program Components

Staff has developed a list of characteristics to strive for in any program.  Any alternative we consider for recommendation should include the following components:
· Continued use of the riverbank for industrial river-dependent development

· Protection of some important natural resource sites

· Identification and potential acquisition of mitigation sites

· Off-site mitigation option

· Incentives to protect and restore natural resources

· Encouragement of habitat-friendly/eco-industrial development practices

· Public investments in watershed health improvements

· Partnerships

· Revised land use regulations that:

· are clear and concise;

· provide certainty while at the same time allow for an appropriate level of flexibility; 

· are equitable and proportional; and, 

· reduce permitting time where possible.

· Ability to mesh with the Natural Resource Damage Assessment process and outcomes

Evaluation Criteria

Choosing among the alternatives, or crafting a hybrid, will require developing a set of evaluation criteria.  As the alternatives are developed in more detail, evaluation criteria will be developed that will focus on the implications of each alternative for industry and watershed health.  


