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SE 122nd Avenue Pilot Study  
Neighborhood Walk 1 – July 20, 2009 
 

The City of Portland’s Bureau of Planning and Sustainability is undertaking the Portland Plan, an update of the city’s 
Comprehensive Plan which will guide growth and change in Portland over the next  20 years.  Over the next year, the 
bureau is also conducting a Portland Plan “pilot study” of the SE 122nd Avenue corridor between SE Division and SE 
Foster to consider ideas about how this area should grow and change in the future.   
 
The study will explore questions such as:  How can 122nd Avenue evolve over time to create a better sense of 
community and identity?   How can the design of new housing in the 122nd Avenue corridor be improved to make it 
more compatible and attractive and still accommodate growth?  Is there a way for the neighborhood and 122nd 
Avenue to support a wider array of local retail and services and help create a “20-minute neighborhood” as 
envisioned by the Portland Plan?  What types of changes would create a more “healthy” and ”sustainable” 
neighborhood?   The study will not result in immediate changes, but it will develop recommendations that may affect 
the use of property, appearance of new buildings, improvements to the transportation system, and other features.   
 
This neighborhood walk is an opportunity for us to take a first-hand look at the area, new development, and other 
community features.  The main goal of the walk is to learn about the area, understand what the community values 
and desires, and to consider how the area should change in the future.   Staff has developed a walk route with 
several highlighted questions and features to consider.  As you walk, please consider issues, such as: 
 

• What community features are important to help 
create a complete “20-minute” neighborhood? 

• Is it important to you to live in a community 
where you can walk or bike to meet your daily 
needs such as food, school and services?” 

• What local commercial services and retail are 
needed, and where should they be located? 

• How can the design of new housing be improved 
to better serve and improve the neighborhood? 

• Where are the best opportunities to create 
pedestrian connections in the neighborhood? 

• What can be done to improve the appearance 
and safety of SE 122nd Avenue?  

 
Your comments on specific questions, or in general, can be 
given directly to staff, or sent to staff at: 
 
SE 122nd Avenue Pilot Study 
City of Portland Bureau of Planning and Sustainability 
1900 SW 4th Avenue, Suite 7100,  Portland, OR  97201 
FAX: 503-823-7800;  e-mail: se122study@ci.portland.or.us  
 
Your comments and ideas will supplement information 
collected so far, and will further inform the study concepts 
which will be further discussed and developed this fall.    
 
Thank you for coming - enjoy the neighborhood walk. 



SE 122nd Avenue Pilot Study 2 Neighborhood Walk July 2009 

Walk 1:  Division to Holgate  
 

 
 

Issues to consider 
 

1. How could shopping centers and commercial uses at SE 122nd and Division become more viable in 
the future?  If these areas were to change or redevelop, what can you imaging happening here? 

 
 
 
 
 

2. This facility and adjacent land might be an opportunity for change – what kind of activities can you 
foresee happening here in the future – Housing?  Commercial activity?  Community-oriented uses? 
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3. Powell Boulevard will be the subject of an upcoming transportation and land use study.  What are 
the needs at this corner from a pedestrian, auto, and transit viewpoint?  Do you use the services in 
this area?   

 
 
 
 

4. This large site is zoned for commercial and multi-dwelling residential development – what type of 
uses could serve the community here? 

 
 
 
 

5. Much of the study area – such as this location - lacks direct street or pedestrian connections that 
make walking to local services more convenient.  How can connections be improved?  

 
 
 
 
 

6. Portions of SE 122nd Avenue lack pedestrian features like sidewalks and safe crossings.   What are 
the most appropriate locations for enhancing crossings?  Parking for new development is often an 
issue – is on street parking on SE 122nd utilized?  Where?  

 
 
 
 
 

7. This large site is zoned for multi-dwelling housing – what features (trees, landscaping, parking, 
architectural features)  would be important to include in new development.  What scale (2-3 stories?)  
and style of buildings can work here? 

 
 
 
 
 

8. The intersection at SE Holgate is zoned for commercial uses - do you use them?  What kind of 
activity and uses can you foresee in the future – Retail?  Housing?  Mixed Use?  Employment? 

 
 
 
 
 

9. This is an example of small-lot infill development of detached houses in the multi-dwelling R2 zone.  
What features work well, and what could be improved?   
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10.  This is an example of small-lot infill development in the multi-dwelling R2 zone.  What features work 
well, and what could be improved?   

 
 
 
 
 
 

11. This street and others in the area is zoned R 2.5, which allows small–lot infill development.  Many 
“flag lots” have been developed.  What features work well, and what could be improved? 

 
 
 
 
 

12. A lack of connections can make getting to West Powellhurst School difficult from the nearby 
neighborhood.  Are there ways to improve access for walking and biking? 

 
 
 
 
 

13. Division Street is designated as a “main street” in Portland’s and Metro’s plans.  Do you use 
services along Division?  How do you get there?  How could pedestrian safety be improved? 

 
 
 
 
 

Other Comments: 
 
 
 

 


