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Speed and Capacity

Common notion — faster speed equals more
capacity...but
Insignificantly

Greater speed = more following distance = fewer
vehicles
Highway Capacity Manual states maximum

flow occurs at 35-45 MPH



Traffic Capacity Maximum at 35-45 mph
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Traditional Transportation Principles

More
Pavement

VERTICAL APPROACH
Move Cars



Transportation Options - Evolved
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Manage, Not “Solve”

Walk
Transit
Bike

Access, Not Mobility
Driver-Eye View
Business Friendly
Traffic Calming
Streets as Centerpiece

Land Use

Road Network

Pricing

Telecommuting

Sizing of Destinations
—¢@ In-Town Living

_~——@ Lane Limits

LATERAL APPROACH

~—@ Change Standards



“Right-Sized” Alternatives

Total Benefit:
$ + Community + Environment
}

Diminishing Returns

& .

“Right-Sized” Alternatives:
Capture most of benefit, but
at proportionally less cost

~

“Wrong-Sized” Alternatives:

In trying to reach an LOS

goal returns little benefit

for their large dollar, community
and environment costs
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Total Cost: $ + Community + Environment



