








63CLINTON STREET DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITY STUDY (DRAFT): TODAY 

the property include Logistics, Active Apparatus Storage (Storage Building), 

Prevention Offices, Fire Station 23 (currently inactive), Emergency Medi-

cal Services and Drill Tower. The central paved area is used for parking, 

fire engine maintenance, and apparatus training. The Drill Tower provides 

significant visual orientation for the entire area and is visible from a distance 

in most directions. If PF&R determines any of its property to be surplus, new 

uses in the Study Area could have a distinctly positive influence.

Property 18, Storage Building: One of the PF&R Powell Triangle build-

ings with strong redevelopment potential is the Storage Building, which 

consists of approximately 22,000 square feet on two levels. Built in 1905, 

it has high ceilings, a generous glass line, and interesting architecture. It 

is also centrally located between Clinton Station and the SE Milwaukie 

Avenue/SE Powell Boulevard intersection, so it has excellent visibility. 

Property 18, PF&R Storage Building

Although the Storage Building has good exposure to SE Milwaukie 

Avenue, the greatest development opportunity is the orientation east to-

ward the Fire Department Drill Tower. With its clear span structure on the 

main level, it could be used for creative office space or restaurant space 

or many other uses. This building also has tremendous opportunities for 

redevelopment as a showcase for Portland-created artisan products in a 

market-hall type environment. The building is large enough to have the 

critical mass that would encourage other redevelopment activity. 

Owners of the Ford Building have had to provide parking for their 

customers and tenants. So if the Drill Tower is redeveloped, it is likely to 

need adjacent parking for new uses in the near term.

Property 20, PF&R Parking Lot: The PF&R parking lot could provide the 

Study Area with exceptional public amenities. Its size and configuration allow 

for active flexible space suitable for open-air events, pedestrian access and a 

unique enclosed open space. The space could alternatively be used for ve-

hicular parking and special events such as a farmers market and concerts de-

pending on time of day or day of the week. The lot could also provide useful 

pedestrian connections and a strong view corridor from Clinton Station to the 

intersection of Powell Boulevard and SE Milwaukie Avenue for connections to 

bus stops, the Aladdin Theater district and the Brooklyn neighborhood.

Property 19/20, PF&R Parking Lot and Drill Tower

Property 19, PF&R Drill Tower: Built in 1935 by the State Emergency Relief 

Administration and the Works Progress Administration, the tower is already 

a highly visible landmark. Like the Storage Building, it also has the potential 

to qualify as a city landmark or a historic landmark due to its age, use and 

historic character. Although it is unlikely to have viable commercial use in the 

near term, with lighting and other improvements, the tower would reinforce 

marketing of the adjacent Storage Building and the entire district.



WIlliam C. Tripp Architect

structuralgrace.com

westsideindependent.com


