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The Central City is connected by a 
series of loops: the greenway and 
streetcar loops and a pedestrian-
bicycle trail loop that provides qui-
eter access throughout the Central 

of character choices: active, busy 
commercial experiences and greener 
east-west connections that link open 
spaces and the Willamette River.

Central River
The Willamette River is the primary 
organizing feature of the Central 
City, with vibrant bridgehead loca-
tions, access and activities on and 
along it, and two “bookend” river-
front districts. 

Distinct Districts
The Central City features a diverse 

opportunities to cultivate creative, 
economic and social innovation and 
exchange. The districts have strong 
east-west orientations, linking them 
to the riverfront as well as to the sur-
rounding communities.

Connected Public Realm
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The Central City 2035 Concept 
Plan establishes an overarching 
policy framework and an 
urban design concept, which 
provides high level guidance 
for the development of 
three quadrant plans.
The Concept Plan was approved by the 
City Council on Oct. 24, 2012.

A CENTER FOR INNOVATION AND EXCHANGE
The density and diversity of uses, activities and people found 
in the Central City creates excitement, interest, vibrancy and 
synergy in this economic engine for the Portland metropolitan 
area. It encourages a level of interaction between people, 
businesses and institutions that cannot be generated elsewhere 
in the state. This dynamic environment has defined Portland as 
a center for innovation and exchange.

POLICY FRAMEWORK
The policy framework was dra� ed through an extensive public 
involvement process and contains goals and guidelines for 
di� erent policy areas, including:

  Regional Center: Economy and Innovation

  Housing and Neighborhoods

  Willamette River

  Urban Design

  Health and the Environment

URBAN DESIGN CONCEPT
The urban design concept and framework maps illustrate where 
and how the Central City will grow and change, highlighting key 
physical features, major corridors and distinctive new districts. 
They will help guide future decision-making and prioritize public 
investments by the City and partner agencies. Nearly 700 people participated in the development of the Concept Plan.
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