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Transportation

The movement of people and goods has played an important role in 
shaping the Central Eastside since its earliest days.
Today, businesses move goods in, out and across the district. Workers drive, bike and ride transit into the 
district 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. As employment in the district grows and how people travel changes, the 
transportation network will need to evolve as well. Through the Stakeholder Advisory Committee process and 
recent charrette we have heard about a number of transportation issues and opportunities.

Parking

Street Hierarchy

River Transit

Safe Bike Routes

MAJOR ISSUE AREAS

Freight & Auto Transportation
 �„ Emphasize 7th Avenue as a 
primary freight route

 �„ Improve access to and from 
Powell Boulevard

 �„ Create more signals on MLK/
Grand to improve east-west 
circulation and safety

 �„ Increase access to parking 
(on- and o� -street) throughout 
district, especially near densest 
employment areas

 �„ Consider incentives for shared 
parking

Active & River Transportation
 �„ Explore opportunities for 
separated bike circulation on 
MLK/Grand

 �„ Consider how active 
transportation improvements 
along MLK/Grand can make area 
more attractive to development

 �„ Pursue tra� ic/speed calming on 
11th and 12th Avenues to improve 
pedestrian safety

 �„ Consider new bike/pedestrian 
infrastructure on new streetcar 
ramp/bridge, and over I-84 at 
MLK/Grand or 7th/8th Avenues

 �„ Improve bike connection from SE 
Ankeny to Burnside

 �„ Explore inter-region high speed 
ferry service 

Charrette Maps
During the June design 
charrette participants 
developed two alternative 
concepts for improving 
freight/auto circulation and 
active transportation (bike/
pedestrian) movement 
through the district.

Alternative A would focus north-south movement along 7th Ave for bicycles, 
with the MLK/Grand maintained as a priority auto and freight route.

Alternative B would add new bicycle facilities to MLK/Grand to enhance the 
corridor as a main street, with 7th Ave prioritized for freight movement.


