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A recent view of Lents looking east on Foster Road
Courtesy of the Regional Rail Summit Charrette, 1992

A 2020 vision of Lents looking east on Foster Road
Courtesy of the Regional Rail Summit Charrette, 1992



The Lents Neighborhood

Vision for Lents Neighborhood

Early in Lents history, it was a self-sufficient community. Lents had its own banks, barbers,
grocery and sundry stores, and taverns. As one of the oldest neighborhoods in Portland,
Lents has its own commercial district and a large stock of stable but modest housing. The
Lents Neighborhood contains the only industrial sanctuary in outer southeast Portland.
Lents is also one of the most accessible neighborhoods in Portland. Over the next 20 years,
the task of the City and the residents of Lents is to seize these opportunities and take
advantage of unique features to make Lents a vibrant hub in the Portland metropolitan
area.

By the year 2015 Lents will combine the character of an "urban village" with the economic
vitality of an area-wide employment center. As an urban village, Lents will provide a full
range of neighborhood commercial, medical and social services. Traditional and
alternative forms of housing, including rowhouses, mother-in-law flats, carriage housing,
condominiums, senior housing, and apartments, will provide a strong population base in
the heart of outer southeast.

Lents will also see an expansion of its network of parks under this scenario. The major
element of this expansion will be the connection of the parks with a greenway trail system.
The trail system will allow the residents of Lents to be able to travel, by foot or bicycle, to
areas all around the neighborhood without coming into significant conflict with the
automobile. A particularly pleasant aspect of this idea is that it will turn some streets into
public places with residents” front yards extending into a green environment. This will
enhance the sense of openness and tie to strong natural areas found in the Lents
Neighborhood.

In 20 years Lents will be a major employment center in the region. As a major employment
center Lents will ideally draw from the neighborhood as well as the metropolitan area for
their work force. In addition, new industries will invest a portion of their profits back into
the neighborhood.

Accessibility from outside the neighborhood to regional activities within the neighborhood
is a key to fulfilling Lents potential for economic vitality. Urban form will change
significantly in this vision. Former low density sprawl patterns will be replaced by transit-
supportive densities, focused primarily around transportation facilities, and employment
centers. All forms of residential development will have access to parks and open space.

A pedestrian-friendly environment will be developed in Lents. Increased pedestrian
accommodation will include more pedestrian crossings, increased connectivity between
east, west, north and south, and improved signal timings at cross walks to help reduce
automobile and pedestrian conflict.

Under this vision Lents will be served by high capacity transit, such as light rail, as well as



Under this vision Lents will be served by high capacity transit, such as light rail, as well as
bus service. Shoppers, workers, and residents will be able to board and depart transit at a
multi-modal transportation center that will have commercial tie-ins at street level.

In the year 2015 Lents will be a thriving urban center in the outer southeast section of
Portland where people enjoy living, working and going for activities and recreation. Lents
will be respected as a great place to be and an area where expectations are high for an
improved quality of life for the 20 years beyond 2015.

Lents History

Settlers came to Oregon territory in the mid-1800s and dispersed throughout the
Willamette Valley to establish land claims. One of the routes that settlers used was the
northern fork of the Oregon Trail which later became Foster Road. Foster Road was a farm-
to-market road named after Philip Foster, a pioneer who lived and operated a farm to the
southeast, near Estacada. Several early settlers influenced place names and cultural

Lents at SE 92nd and Foster Road
Oregon Historical Society #COP 01395



institutions in and around Lents. Clinton Kelly, William Johnson, and O. P. Lent were the
most prominent. Kelly Butte, Johnson Creek, and the neighborhood itself bear the names
of these pioneers (Oregon Historical Society).

The original town-site of Lents was platted in August, 1892 and given the family name by
George Lent in honor of his father Oliver P. Lent. At the time this property was one-half
mile outside the City of Portland boundary. The farm-to-market Foster Road became a
well traveled northwest to southeast spoke that traversed the area and diagonally
intersected with Powell Valley Road near present day SE 52nd Avenue. Powell Valley
Road then led to the regional market and port hub in downtown Portland.

Travelers disembarking from boats on the Columbia River used SE 82nd Avenue as a
north-south route to Oregon City and points south. Southeast 92nd Avenue was also used
as a north-south axis and became more prominent as the town grew around it. A lively
commercial district soon developed at the cross roads of 92nd and Foster Road. Many of
these businesses catered to the residents of the town of Lent. The town-site and economic
functions of Lent grew.

The name of Lent soon was changed to Lent's. People would say "Let’s go to Lent's”, which
was the possessive form of the founding father's family name of Lent. Later the apostrophe
was dropped and the name of the town area became Lents.

One of the early residents of the Lents area was William Johnson. He operated a sawmill
on the creek that now bears his name. Johnson's sawmill site land claim east of present day
92nd Avenue later became a mill site for subsequent owners. These owners were Dwyer
Paper, Publishers Paper, and Smurfit Newsprint Company. Currently, this site is the
largest parcel of land available for redevelopment in Lents.

A steam powered streetcar railway from Portland to Lents began in 1892. In 1901 the
railway was electrified.
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Lents with Gresham Interurban Tracks
Photo courtesy of Oregon Historical Society, PGE 130-139

In 1912 Lents was annexed to Portland. The neighborhood was served by the Portland
Traction Company interurban line running south from Hawthorne Boulevard on 50th to
Foster Boulevard, up Foster to 72nd, south on 72nd to Woodstock, and east on Woodstock
to 92nd and Foster, then on to 102nd and Foster known as Lent's Junction, and points east.

Lents grew along with the City of Portland. What had been farmsteads gave way to
demand for residential land. Lents evolved from a streetcar suburb and small satellite
community with rural character just outside the city limits, to a neighborhood just inside
the city limits but far from the city center and political power.

Lents current status is that of a neighborhood trying to recover from the impact of the I-205
freeway construction. It was a neighborhood in decline, and is now coming up. Freeway
right-of-way clearance removed approximately 500 dwellings from the neighborhood's
housing stock and effectively divided the community with its concrete barrier.



In 1975 the one-way Foster/Woodstock couplet was completed. This couplet provides
access to the 1-205 freeway and re-routes traffic traveling in a west to east direction, out or
inbound from or to the Portland city center, around the main commercial intersection of

Lents Junction
Photo courtesy of Oregon Historical Society, OrHi 44224

92nd and Foster Road. On-street parking spaces were eliminated so that turn lanes could
be added that allowed traffic to flow smoothly through the Lents commercial district. The
result of this one-way couplet was the loss of a pedestrian-friendly environment. Shoppers
who lived in the neighborhood could no longer drive, park, and safely walk to the
businesses of the Lents commercial area at 92nd and Foster. When the pedestrian
environment declined business fell off in the commercial center. Former Lents consumers
jumped in their cars and used the one-way couplet to access the newly constructed freeway
and drive in comfort down the road to shopping malls and other commercial nodes with
more convenient access.



Boundaries

The boundaries of the Lents Neighborhood Association are:

Northern Boundary: SE Powell Blvd.

Western Boundary: SE 82nd Avenue

Southern Boundary: SE Clatsop Street

Eastern Boundary: SE 112th Street
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From Neighborhood Building Blocks:
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Purpose of this Plan

Relationship to the Outer Southeast Community Plan and the
Comprehensive Plan

The Lents Neighborhood Plan is part of the Outer Southeast Community Plan, which was
adopted as part of Portland’s Comprehensive Plan by the Portland City Council on January
31, 1996 by Ordinance No. 169763 and Resolution No. 35491. The Outer Southeast
Community Plan creates an overall framework for the twenty-six square mile plan area.
This framework establishes programs, policies, and regulations and identifies actions
applicable to or needed to benefit residents of the entire study area. Policies, projects,
programs and other provisions which are unique to Lents are contained in the Lents
Neighborhood Plan. The Neighborhood Plan also reinforces community plan elements
applicable to the Lents neighborhood.

Development of neighborhood plans within the context of the Outer Southeast Community
Plan ensured that the provisions developed for each neighborhood were coordinated with
actions planned for the rest of the district. Compatibility of the elements included in the
Outer Southeast Community Plan as well as the neighborhood plans with the City’s
Comprehensive Plan were major objectives of the process used for development of the
Outer Southeast Community Plan. This process assured that each neighborhood plan was
developed at the same time that the framework for the overall plan was being established.
Review and refinement of the district and neighborhood plans progressed as a single
process through the development of successive drafts.

How the Lents Neighborhood Plan is Structured

The Lents Neighborhood Plan consists of several parts. They are the Neighborhood's
Vision, history, and boundaries; Comprehensive Plan policies, objectives and action charts;
a Neighborhood Association Advocacy Agenda; and appendices. The policies and
objectives were adopted by Ordinance No. 169763. The action charts were adopted by
Resolution No. 35491. Resolutions are advisory to decision makers and do not have the
force of law. City Council took no action on the Neighborhood Association Advocacy
Agenda, which was added as a result of Planning Commission decisions.

Vision and Goal: The Vision statement guides future implementation of the Lents
Neighborhood Plan. The Vision states where the Plan is intended to lead the Lents
Neighborhood and provides a standard against which to measure the Plan’s success. The
Lents Neighborhood Goal ties the Lents Neighborhood Plan to the Outer Southeast
Community and Portland’s adopted Comprehensive Plan Vision statements. It was
adopted by ordinance as part of the Outer Southeast Community Plan Vision and the City’s
Comprehensive Plan Vision statement.



Policies and Objectives: The Lents Neighborhood Plan’s policies and objectives address the
aspects of the Lents Neighborhood over which those participating in the planning process
wish to provide guidance to decision makers. Policies 1 - 8 were adopted as part of the
Outer Southeast Community Plan and Comprehensive Plan by ordinance. The policies
guide actions of both the neighborhood and other agencies for Crime and Public Safety;
Economic Development; Trails, Open Space and the Environment; Historic Preservation;
Urban Design; Housing; Neighborhood Livability; and Transportation. The objectives
detail ways in which to carry out those policies.

Action Charts: The action charts specify projects, programs and regulatory measures that
carry out the Neighborhood Plan’s Policies. They are assigned a time frame and
implementor to carry them out. Implementors have expressed interest and/or support for
the action with which they are linked. Implementors are named with the understanding
that circumstances may affect the implementation leader’s ability to take action. Action
charts were adopted by resolution.

Advocacy Agenda: The Neighborhood Association Advocacy Agenda was added as a
result of testimony taken by Planning Commission and Planning Commission’s subsequent
decision to remove an item from the action charts. Instead of removing it from the Plan
entirely, a new Advocacy Agenda was created to put it. The Advocacy Agenda is internal
to the Lents Neighborhood and will be used only by the Lents Neighborhood Association.
The Lents Neighborhood Association is solely responsible for implementing these actions.

Charts and drawings: These illustrate ideas for implementing the Lents Neighborhood
Plan’s policies.

The Planning Process

The Lents Neighborhood Plan began informally during Fall, 1992, At that time students
from a Portland State University student workshop for the Masters of Urban and Regional
Planning began work on possible alternatives for Lents. They prepared, distributed and
compiled questionnaires as part of the process. They formed a Steering Committee of local
residents and businesses to provide direction for the project. A major document used
during this process was Lents Target Area Revitalization Plan, prepared in February, 1992 by
the ROSE Community Development Corporation.

On November, 19, 1992 the first Neighborhood Workshop was held as part of the Outer
Southeast Community Plan workshops. The Steering Committee formed during the
student project continued to guide the formation and direction of the Lents Neighborhood
Plan. In October, 1993 ROSE published its Lents Station Development Plan. Materials from
the various workshops, questionnaires, and ROSE documents were used in preparing the
draft Lents Neighborhood Plan.

A workshop on April 20, 1994 provided Lents residents and businesses the opportunity to
comment on the first draft plan, its direction and provisions. Various drafts were reviewed

10



by a number of Outer Southeast Community Plan Technical Advisory Committee (TAC)

members throughout the process. The Proposed Plan was published and sent to the
Planning Commission in February, 1995.
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In March, 1995, the Portland Planning Commission held two public hearings, which
generated several amendment requests to the Proposed Plan. Decisions made by the

Planning Commission were incorporated into the Recommended Lents Neighborhood
Plan, which was sent to City Council in October, 1995.

City Council held public hearings in November 1995 and January 1996 on the
Recommended Plans. There were no requests to amend the Lents Neighborhood Plan.

City Council adopted the Lents Neighborhood Plan by ordinance and resolution on
January 31, 1996.
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Overlapping Boundary with Powellhurst-Gilbert Neighborhood
Association

The boundaries of the Lents Neighborhood Association include portions of land also
identified in the Bylaws of the Powellhurst-Gilbert Neighborhood Association.
Powellhurst-Gilbert has prepared a neighborhood plan as part of the Outer Southeast
Community Plan as well. Bureau of Planning staff reviewed each plan to assure
consistency with each other as well as the Community Plan. However, it is possible that,
sometime in the future, some policies, objectives and actions might be interpreted in such a
manner as to create a conflict. Should this occur, decisions will be made based on both the
Comprehensive Plan and individual elements of the Outer Southeast Community Plan.
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Policies, Objectives
and Implementation Actions



