City of Portland RFP 117268 – Data Center Services
Sustainable Procurement Specifications Excerpt
October 8, 2014

(Note: this RFP was later cancelled after proposals were received, but the sustainability related excerpts below are still valid
and were not related to the cancellation of the RFP)

Background
To lower the costs of operating the City’s primary data center, and to address the risks of disaster affecting the
City’s ability to continue to deliver mission critical IT services, the City is requesting vendor proposals for the
migration and operation of most of the primary data center to a vendor-managed facility. The City is open to
proposals involving colocation, server hosting, and/or managed services.
PART I PROPOSAL REQUIREMENTS – SUSTAINBILITY RELATED EXCERPTS
[Excerpt] Assumptions:
The City assumes the vendor tracks and monitors the energy consumption of its data center(s) to ensure the
data center(s) are performing efficiently, to seek opportunities for energy efficiency improvements, and to
effectively manage and contain energy costs.
[Excerpt] Data Center Facility Requirements:
Proposed data center facilities should also demonstrate that they are best-in-class, energy efficient
facilities by meeting one or more of the following criteria:
1. The data center is an ENERGY STAR Certified Data Center;
2. The data center has a Power Usage Effectiveness (PUE) of 1.6 or better, and the vendor can
demonstrate specific policies, actions, or protocols are in place at the data center to continue
to optimize energy efficiency
PART II EVALUATIVE CRITERIA – SUSTAINBILITY RELATED EXCERPTS
Provide details on the energy efficiency performance and carbon usage of the data center that will serve
the City. If more than one data center will be used to fulfill the requirements of this RFP, provide details
for each data center including:
a. Whether the data center is an ENERGY STAR Certified Data Center.
b. The data center’s Power Usage Effectiveness (PUE) from January 2014 through June 2014.
c. The types of actions taken at the data center to reduce energy consumption, referencing
ENERGY STAR recommendations.
d. The percentage of the data center’s Total Facility Energy that is generated from
environmentally preferable renewable energy sources (e.g., solar, wind, biogas, geothermal,
low-impact biomass and low-impact small hydroelectric resources), and/or the percentage of
the data center’s Total Facility Energy that is offset by third-party certified renewable energy
certificates (RECs).
e. The data center’s Carbon Usage Effectiveness (CUE) from January 2014 through June 2014 – if
available.
POST-RFP NOTES/COMMENTS FOR FUTURE USE
Notes that may help other agencies with their solicitation:
- ENERGY STAR certified data centers were not common in the responses we received, but many facilities
are employing ENERGY STAR recommendations.

-

Setting the PUE requirement at 1.6 or better turned out well. In a few years this could probably be
lowered to 1.4.
Could potentially add requirement or evaluation criteria around the data center being a LEED Certified
building (either new or existing) – many proposers mentioned this in their responses.
Although no responses provided a CUE, this may become more common in the near future. Some
responses mentioned that they purchase RECs. Some mentioned that they are EPA Green Power
Partners. Some mentioned that they are launching “carbon neutral hosting services” for their clients.

