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City Commissioner Nick Fish Announces New Chief of Staff
Portland, OR. July 10, 2008—Portland City Commissioner Nick Fish today announced
his choice for Chief of Staff, Sam Chase. “Sam has an impressive record creating
opportunities for vulnerable seniors and families with low incomes, supporting schools,
and protecting the environment.” says Fish, “His accomplishments reflect his strong
commitment to consensus building and community input. Those are values I want front
and center in my office.” Chase will begin the transition to his new position immediately
and assume the job full-time August 1, 2008.
Chase’s extensive experience underscores the new Housing Commissioner’s
commitment to affordable housing. Chase’s leadership in coalition building and
bringing a broad range of community stakeholders into the political process has resulted
in millions of dollars and hundreds of homes for our most vulnerable seniors, families
with children, and people with disabilities. Specific accomplishments include securing
$30million in housing investment funds and reforming urban renewal to provide an
estimated $27 million annually.
Chase is currently the Executive Director for the Oregon Opportunity Network, formerly
called the Community Development Network. He has served as Director of the
Clackamas Community Land Trust, Housing Policy Advisor to former Commissioner
Gretchen Kafoury, and as a board member for the Housing Development Center and the
Portland Community Land Trust.
Chase serves on the boards of the Coalition for a Livable Future and the Multnomah
County Oregon League of Conservation Voters. Other work experience includes the
Yes! On Portland School Bonds and Kitzhaber for Governor campaigns. Chase, who
previously served on the Board of the Northwest District Association, lives with his wife
and two children in Northwest Portland. MORE.

“I’ve worked most of my adult life in community service focused on serving our most
vulnerable citizens. Nick Fish clearly shares this commitment” said Chase.

Commissioner Fish, a civil rights lawyer and long-time affordable housing advocate,
replaced retired Commissioner Erik Sten in the May primary election.
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