Director’s Message, June 2013
Portland Housing Bureau
Solving the Unmet Housing Needs of the People of Portland

Dear partners and friends,
In looking back on the last six months at the Portland Housing Bureau, there is much to be
thankful for and
p celebrate.
We experienced a rigorous budget session and will now work with a new Commissioner-inCharge.
City Council faced difficult decisions as they worked to make up a $21.5 million budget
shortfall while preserving funding that prioritizes vulnerable people. We appreciate
Commissioner Nick Fish for his leadership and advocacy for safety net services.
Commissioner Fish’s guidance will impact our bureau for years to come. He told us he looks
forward to working with our new Housing Commissioner in supporting our work.
Dan Saltzman, our new Commissioner-in-Charge, has experience and passion for working
with vulnerable people. He has established relationships within the communities we serve to
ensure our continued collaboration.
Looking ahead, we are implementing “A Home for Everyone: A United Community Plan to
End Homelessness in Multnomah County.” This provides a community-wide framework for
ending homelessness. With our partners at Multnomah County, Home Forward, community
nonprofits and the faith community, we can eliminate the barriers to housing that let
everyone share in what makes our city great: people and community.
Thanks for your part in making Portland this place we call home. Check back for an update
at the end of summer.
Sincerely,

Traci Manning
Director, Portland Housing Bureau

New Leadership

PHB Budget

Mayor Charlie Hales reassigned bureaus,
pairing the Portland Housing Bureau with
Commissioner Dan Saltzman. He has
many years of experience working with
the housing experts that we partner with
everyday. The commitment, values and
accomplishments Commissioner Nick Fish
brought to our work have made a lasting
mark.

Congratulations to the Save the Safety Net
Committee and advocates who rallied,
testified and shared their passion for our
mission to solve the unmet housing needs
of the people of Portland. Thank you to
Mayor Charlie Hales and the Portland City
Council for their investment in our
community’s need for a home for
everyone. Because of their commitment
New
Affordable
Homesmost
to serving
our community’s
vulnerable citizens, the Portland Housing
Bureau’s programmatic budget was fully
funded.

‘A Home for Everyone’

Uniting People and Place

Equity

The Portland Housing Growth and
Opportunity Analysis (PHGOA) will help us
prioritize where to geographically focus
our resources. In the last six months, a
Technical Advisory Committee has
brought people from different
communities and professional
backgrounds to the table. We also
engaged the Diversity and Civic
Leadership Program to facilitate focus
Housing Our Veterans
groups among communities of color and

We held a Spring Equity Forum in May.
More than 75 participants learned
from industry best practices around
racial equity. Our keynote speaker was
Jeannette Pai-Espinosa, a national
leader with more than 30 years of
experience in advocacy, intercultural
communication, public policy, program
development and direct service
delivery. Participants from all aspects
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