February 19, 2016

Dear Community Members:
After more than 20 years of providing a summer sports and educational enrichment camp for youth, the
Portland Police Bureau regretfully announces that it will not be able to offer the Portland Police Bureau
Youth Summer Camp in 2016.
Recently, budget reductions and a decrease in the number of officers available for public safety have put
a strain on the Bureau’s ability to offer the one-week camp in June. The camp can take up to 120 police
officers and civilian volunteers. Allowing officers to support the camp as coaches and instructors requires
hiring officers on overtime at the precincts to maintain minimum staffing levels on the streets. At this
time, we do not have enough officers available for this effort or the budget to support it.
I would like to personally thank all the officers, volunteers, and community partners who have supported
the camp in its variations since starting it in 1990. More than 7,500 youth have benefitted from the camp
throughout the years, and today, there are several former camp participants who have gone on to become
college athletes, police officers, teachers and other outstanding members of the community. I am proud of
the Bureau’s commitment to making a difference in the lives of children.
During the next fiscal year, we will revisit our ability to offer a youth summer camp, but until that time,
we encourage you to explore other low-cost summer opportunities for youth including the Portland Parks
and Recreation Summer Free for All (movies, concerts and playgrounds in the park), Boys and Girls
Clubs summer camps, and the Free Summer Feeding program throughout the metro-area.
Here are a few local resources for summer programs:
Metro Parent Magazine - http://www.metro-parent.com/
Portland Parks and Recreation - https://www.portlandoregon.gov/parks/
Boys and Girls Clubs of Portland - http://bgcportland.org/
Camp Rosenbaum - http://www.camprosenbaum.org/
Multnomah County Library - https://multcolib.org/events
SUN Community Schools - https://multco.us/sun/sun-community-schools
We wish you and your family a safe and happy summer.
Sincerely,

LAWRENCE P. O'DEA III
Chief of Police

