Annual Reports of the
Park Board

Report for
1908

(Extract from message of Mayor Harry Lane, dated January 12, 1308.)

PARK DEPARTMENT

The work of this Department during the year has been carried on
with a view to meeting the conditions which will arisc when the new
gnd enlarged system is enfered upon during the year 19039,

Bonds to the amount of five hundred thousand ($500,000.00) dol-
Jars have been iggued and sold to provide for the extension of the
system and purchase of lund for the purpose should be madec as soon
a8 possible.

The report of the Park EKecper, giving a detailed account of the
work done duritg the year, is submitied herewith,

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PARK BOARD

Portland, Oregon, Jaunuary 6, 1909,
To the Honorable Park Board of the City of Portland, Oregon.

Gentlemen: Herewith I beg to submit a report on the executive
phases of the department during the period subscquent to my assum-
ing office in March last.

In addition to a brief summary of the work of the past vear, there
is considered the manner in which development and adequate carc
and mainienance ought to be previded for in the furtherance of the
best interests of the parks.

City Park has virtually been, hitherto, the sole usable park among
the properties owned. Turchased some years ago, when the city was
vet a village, its development has bheen gradual and commensurate
with the funds available. Construction in it must be extended to
meet the increased daily needs,

The gardenesque treatment has been materially reduced, and
unother season it is to be virtually eliminated, except at the entrance
and in the viecinity of the overlook. The suppression of high-colored
¢xotles, distributed in ribhons, circles and the like among features of a
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landscape primarily composed ol nafive verdure is discordantiy con-
trasting and disquieting where simplicity, subdued refinement and
repose arc the strong and principal existing features. Similarly the
cultivation of single specimens spread promiscucusly over all ilhe
Jawn areas and ithrough the woods is conducive to interest from a
museum viewpoint rather than a scenic. Most of these specimens have
becn assembled and massed in composition to alford proper embellish-
ment to a woodland type of scenery. This treatment is to be extended
by a continuation of this work and supplementary planiing on the
sleep turf slopes and forest areas. ¥ven with the development of a
series of local arcas so as to provide a variety of scenery specially
appropriated tqa the region, it will tend toward monotony if all the
under planting is to be so low as Lo permit a view over it. Several
restricted arcas have accordingly been planted with sorts of vegotation
which attain greater heighf at maturity. It is intended that by the
installation of more lights and extra vigilance in policing, the sole
objections to such trealment cun be overcome to an exteni sufficient
to warrant the work heing done.

Some paths have been introduced to follow the carriage routes,
some steps and walks bave been altered to provide more logical means
of connection, prevent short-cutting, to consolidate or eliminate others
or to develop the scenic gualities of the park as a whole. In keeping
with thig, several of the buildings used for housing the animals have
been removed from various parts, and all of them grouped along the
wesglern border of the park.

On ihe completion of this work and the establishment of the
plantations, the scencry will be more harmonious, natural and appro-
priate, besides permitting of a more economical administration.

Besides the work of planling, the gradual substitution of rustic
guard rails for the laurel, cedar and privet hedges bordering walks
and drives is to take place.

Ii will ultimately be imperative to materially widen somec of the
drives and walks to suilably care for the crowds of people using them.
When thiz ig done it would be far preferable to erect retaining walls
rather than grade by glopes, and ruin many trees and other verdure.

The drives have been repaired, but the local stone has insufficient
cementing gualities and the customary practice with the city streeis
has been adopted—that of using a clay to cifect this purpose. This is
merely a temporary and unsatisfactory expedient, one that will be
strikingly apparent when the proposed parkway iz constructed, with
Ltheir inducement to much automobile traffic. The ultimate solution
of thig ig the use of tar as a binder, creating at slightly greater cost
than ordinary macadam, a virtual bitulithic at once smooth, dustless
and impervious to surface seepage.

Larger space was provided for several sorts of animals; two iron
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cages were constructed in a manner to permit of their being utilized
elsewhere should it Iater be deemed desirable to move the menagerie.
With the development of the residence property west of the park, the
zoo will in all probability prove to be a highly objectionable nuisance.
Should it be moved, the new buildings at the now site ought to be
architecturally meritorious.

On account of the restricted area available, it is advised that
future additiong to the animal collection be limited to hardy species.
It is to be remembercd that animals are an incident, popular, indeed,
but not an eszential of park interest.

In the arranging of the animal buildings, those requiring heat to
properly maintain their cecupants have been grouped and are heated
by a single hot water system installed to replace the series of flues
hitherto in use.

The greenhouses were about the most dilapidated of the huildings
in the park. They have been removed and a new range built at Colum-
bia Park. 'The principal recommendation urged iz that adequate
methods be adopted to relieve the congestion of the City Park. The
adjoining 63.10 acres of land now lying idle and controlled by the
Water Board, if acquired and fitted for the use of visitors, would be
the most important act toward that end.

RECORD OF ZOO FROM JANUARY 1, 1908, TO
JANUARY 1, 1909.

Increase| How How
NAMI. Number| Number|Inecreased | Lost Lost

Cockatoos............ i
Cockatoos, Asia......
Parrakeets...........
Ausiralia Parrots.. ...
Australia Pigeons.....
China Pigeon,..... ...
Mexican O. Parrot. ...
Peruvian Arab Bird.. !
Rattlesnake.......... ...
Alligators............
Canary Birds.........
Fineh................
Pigeons, Carrier.... ..
Phensants, Golden.. ..
Pheasants, Silver... .. |
Pheasants, China.....
Peacocks, males... ...
Guinea Hens. ........
Stork................
Hagle, Bald Head. ... .
Eagle, Golden.. ... ...
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Number

Owl, Snow...........
Alarm, Owl
Crow, Talking........
Pigs, Guinea
Monkeys.............
Rabbits
Lion, African. ... ... ..
Coyotes..............
Weolf, Timber.. .., . .,
Bear, Japanese.......
Lynwo. ..., ........
Dogs, Alaska. ... .. ..
Wildeat.......... ...,
Raceoons.............
Badger........ .. ...
Polar Bear

Seal..................
Oregon Deer. .. ..

Nose Bear
African Porcupine, ...,
Native Poreupine. .. ..
Japanese Deer.,_ . .. ..
American Tk, , ... ..
American Bigon. ... ..
Angora Geats. .. .....
Fish—Gold, 12 Silver

African Geese. .. .. ...
Manchurian Geese. .. .
Wild Dueks..........
Mandarin Duck. ... ...
Pekin Ducks.........
Wild Geese.. ..., .. ...
Silvor Squirrel. ... ...
Fox Squirrel, .. ... ...
Gray Digper Squirrel.
White Turkeys., .. ...
*Cockatoos, ., .......
Cockatoos, Asia......
Parrakeets...........
Australian Parrots.. ..
Australia Pigeon. . ...
China Pigeon.. ... ... .
Mexican Parrot... .. ..
Ching Parrot.........
Peruvian Arrow Bird.

= Peginning at this Joint the
Zao repori covers 1900,
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Number Increased
S
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........ Traded...
... | Donated .
1T |
e hrered
- | Donated.
.| Bom.. ...

Bieg

Died.

Drowned.

Killed by dogs.

Injured.

Injured.

Killed by buek
1; died blood
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Manchurian Geese, . ..

IT - : 11
NAME i Number Increasc cr?gsﬁﬁ Lost, Lc?s“t;
]
Pcruvian Sparrows....| @ 2 e
Mexican O, Parrot... .| 2 2 Donated .| ... ... ... ... ..
Rattlesnake.......... | O PR
Alligator.............L 1 oo 1 Cold.
Canary Birds.........! 130 100 Haiged 092, ... .. | R
‘ Donat’d8 3 |.......... .. ..
Golden Pheasants. . .. 9
Silver Pheasants. ... . i T
Japan Fineh,,...... .. e S
Carrier Pigeon..... .. 45 12 Raised.._|......|. ... ... .... ..
Fantail Pigeon. .. .. .. 8 8 Donated.|......|............ ..
China Pheusunt. . ... . 440 30 Raiged...|......
Peacock...... ... ..., . 2 e
Guinea IMens. .. .. .. .. L T R PP PRS PR
Stork... ............. 1 ... AU 1 | Killed by swan
Copper Pheasant. . ... 1 1 Donated.|.....|...............
Bantam Chickens.. . .. 24 14 Raised...|.. ... ............
Bald Head Eagle. .. .. 4 1 Donated.|......|.............. .
Golden Eagle. ... ... .. 1 VI PO B e
Owls......... ..., 5 2 | Unknown cause
Snow Owl. .. ......... 3 2 Dovated j.. ... .. ... ... ..
Alarm Owl.. . ... .. .. | A PP P
Crows............... 3 1 Donated | ... |............ ..
CGuinea Pigs. .. ... .. .. 00 oo
Monkeys.............0 13 ! 2 Raised 1 2 | Pneumonia.
' Donat’dl :
Rabbits,. . ...........0 12 G Raised...] & Lion feed.
Afriean Lion. ... .._ .. 1
Timber Wolf. ... ... .. e SR
Coyotes. .. ........... 4 1 | Killed by mate
Japanese Bear........ 1T S D
FIXe e 1 B P 1 | Poison.
Alaskan Dogs. ..... .. 2
Foxes.............. .. T 1 | Died, old age.
Wild Cats............ ) S DA A
JoonS. ... 7 1 Donated.]......|...............
Badgers.............. ) Y B N P
Polar Bear......... .. 1
Black Beara........ .. b 1 Donated.|.. ... e
Kangaroo............ | Y I | Weather condi-
Lions.
Native Poreupine. .. .. S A SN D
Japanese Deer...... .. 9 2 Raised.. .l ..ol o L
Native Deer,........ 3 3 |2 bone affec-
i tion; 1 iniur-
i ed by fence.
American Elk. ... ... ] 1 | Benility.
Buffalo. ... ., T
Angora Goats, ,...... ! 6 1 DNonated . 1 | Opcration.
Gold Fish, . .......... 12 o .
Silver Fish. .......... 158
Bwans.............. . 4
African Geese...... .. 2
1




Brrorrs or 71tz Park Boaun

Increase:
NAME. Number Numbel“[mfe(;‘:ed T.ost 11?003‘2,

Wood Duck, . ....... | & . o e
Werchen Duek........| 4 .o

Teal,................| & ‘... R P

Mallards. ............| 2 21 Raised...:....... .| ...
Mandarin Duek. ... 1 | o o e
Wild Geese.. ... 7 | e
Japanese Goose.. .. ... 1 Donated.|..... . |.............
Silver Squirrels.......| 2 | . oo

Grey Digger...... .. ..
White Turkey... ... ..

BSW0 DURD B RS RS D = O e e S

Turtle...............| 1 ... ..l
Magpic............... 2 Donated. | ... . ... ... ..
White Rats...........| 2 |0 oo
Mountuin Quails......| & |........ Donated.|........[.............
Bald Tlead Fagle.. . ..1 3 | ... e feean e
Chicken Hawlks,. ... . | 2 Donated.|........

PARK BLOCKS

All these, twenly in numher, were spaded during the winter of 1907
and 1908. The work was done by men suffering the aftermath of the
tinancial panic. All teld, 10,006 hours, or approximately three months
of forty-eight men's gerviceg, werc thus gratuitousiy devoted ito park
purposcs. The Associated Charities furnished the men (1,038 in
number}. During the spring euach block wag graded and sceded to
furf, Kvery alternate block was planted to roses or tender exotics,
a treatment that evoked much praise and criticigm,

Criticism to the effect that the adopted ireatment was not the
highest type of ornamentation and that the innovaticn was not war-
ranted 1s well taken. It is extromely gratifying to realize the public
park work is to be judged by such intelligent and discriminating
aesthetic standards. 1t hodes well for the quality of the entire system
if the same opinion cortinues to pass on all future work.

The adopied treatment justifies itself by reason of this hecing the
only area which, by the formality of its design, aud the sophisticated
surroundings lends itself fo that style of adornment., 1t is the only
tract in the gystem where this or a similar type may be developed with
so much prepriety. To eliminate il here would be to abandon it in
the system.
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There is always a large body of the general public atfracted and
interested by a display of high color, worked out in geometrically
arranged patterns and in contrasis. Their tastes and pleasures should
be gratified in a legitimate way and opporiunity afforded for their
aesthetic cultivation. The adopted style of treatment has that trend.
Moreover, this gardencsquc style is the most expensive of any in
“park maintenance, and it is decmed that, partly to give opportunity
for a larger -body of people io view the display, parily to inducc a
ereater use of the park blocks, and partly to relieve the frequent con-
gestion at the City Park, the policy has bcen warranted, and merits
further continuation. It is to be remembered that the park blocks in
thelr present state, though not exactly nondescript, fail to [ulfill their
highest office as an ornamental accent in the street system of the cily
or as a purely local park ornament., Several sorts of frees of varying
shapes, ages and sizes are arranged in various regular rows. The
highest development would ensue were a single sort used, all of the
same age and size, and disposed in regular sequence throughout. The
pleasing impresgion to be gained i1s irom the precise and deliberately
arranged repetition of the same form, indicating the intent and com-
plete control the designer had in mind. Adding to this the beauty Lhat
form, proportion and the restfulness all grecnery offers, in addition
to the deep, Tich color of the short-shorn turf, the esseunce of the park
value of the park blocks is conceived.

The value of the park blocks ag an interior foreground to a setting
of public and scmi-public buildings facing it from either side should
be carefully regarded. It would bhe well worthy the expenditure of
persistent effort on the part of the Board were it to bring the public
to a full realization of the highest fitness of this property in a scheme
of general civic ornamentation, One of the first steps in this dircction
would be to have the municipality commit itself to the adoption of
such a programme. In this relation it is to be remembered that new
court, museum and historical buildings are now projected.

During the year Lhe trees arc to be treated by removing the old
knots, siubs and broken branches and limbs. Cut surfaces will need
treatment, and this will comprise the limit of what may properly be
done in their improvement without adopting a radical and uncalled
policy.

Much more seating capacily is urgently required ard should be
provided early in the seasonm,

HOLLADAY PARK has itg surface roughly smocthened and laid
down to turf. It was expected that some improvement could be made
during the season, but the neighborhood populace are guite unani-
mously expeeting an extension of the park toward Sullivan’s Gulch.

Since any extension would probably vitally affect the sort of improve-
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ment in the whole park, it wouid be indiscreet to proceed far until
the neighborhood was satisfied that it is virtually hopeless or else
certain that an addition ig to be made. Meanwhile the mainienance
includes merely the care of turf, buildings and seats.

ALBINA HOMESTEAD has received but little care. The play-
field and turf are kept in order, but the care of toilets comprise Lhe
main attention given there. I would recommend the improvement of
this tract during the current year.

At COLUMBIA PARK the new greenhouses and potting shed have
been erected. The surrounding territory is rapidly being occupied by
dwellings and the park is used to a very gratifying extent.

if there is to be any material improvement effceted in the park
system the current year, I would recommend that the major portion
be on ithe Columbia Park. XNo other large and undeveloped park arca
is so conveniently available to large number as this, and after its
development it would permit of uscs such zas tennis, croquel, and
similar indulgences not now provided for in any of the parks.

The FORESTRY BUILDING has been reshingled and the roof
and window casings stained,

The defining of property bounds and the securing of title to the
land should be concluded at an early day.

In size, beauty and style of architecture the Forestry Building is
4 worthy feature of Portland’s public possessions. Tts usefulness
should be further exltended by issuing a calalog of the cxhibits. Ho
long as Oregon’s great need iz immigration and deveclopment, every
ctfort should be made to utilize the scientitic and educaiional featurcs
of the Forestry Building exhibits. The present custodian is amply
qualified to prepars a calalog of scientific merit and popular insirue
tion. It reguircs bul a comparatively small appropriation to publish
it. That this be provided, I recommend,

MACLEAY DIARK, (he treasure of our preseni possessions, is
being guarded from injury by fircs and policed for the greater pro-
tection fo women and children.

The [lume used by a private body in hydraulic sluicing is a gource
of great injury to the scenery. it is hoped by the terms of the con-
tract between the Doard and the owner that the flume will be effaced
by next summer, Stcel spring wire fencing has been placed around
the park as an assistant lo policing and to define some of the bound-
aries in dispute. No arrests were made since, the difficulty heretofore
being that hunters were unaware of their being on park property.
Nowhere in the whole system is the capacity of a police officer more
thoroughly tested than in Macleay Park, "o maintain the necessary
degree of cspionage on visitors who require it, while yet acting as
guide and protector for the more timid requires unusual taet, digeipline
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and intelligence. During the dry season it is this work and the fire-
guarding that occupies practically the sole attention of the keeper. 1L
is pleasurable to record that the acts of sheer vandalism have been
very few. During the winter the removal of dead [imbs and other
remains of the former woodman’s slushing occupies the principal atten-
tion of the keeper. In addition, the cutting of trails or their rc-open-
ing is more or legs continuously in progress.

The waste from a near-by dairy pollutes the waters of the brook.
Notices proclaiming the unwholegomenegs of the waters are posted
along the stream, hut arc too freguently disregarded by the public
at its peril. The Board of Ilealth and the Food (Commissioner have
the case under consideration, and it ig trusted an effective remcdy
will result.

By the stalute of limitations a dairyman owning property adjoin-
ing Lhe southwest corner of the park acquired a right of way over the
park. For about twenty years he had appropriated several acres of
park land to his own usc, and cven enclosed it by the erection of
fences, The City Afttorney effectively secured the removal of his
buildings and fences from park property without litigation.

I would recommend that the eounty be requested to repair the
fence along Cornell road, and that our park guard be given deputy
sherift power to enable the hotter policing of that part of the park
located within the conflnes of the county and over which I am advised
the muniecipal police power does not extend.

At GOVERNOR'S PARK a boundary fence was erected.
FULTON PARK boundary fence is under construction.

TEHRWILLIGER PARK rcceived no other attention than the cus-
tomary mowing of hay. The development of this park as a whole or
part of it is very desirable. The surrounding community is compara-
tively dense and on the basizs of mere geographical distribution some
progressive sleps are warranted. Accordingly, I so recommend.

BATHS

During the year a private association having had the fipating bath
in operation for about six ycars, lransferred the institution to the city,
and it devolved upon this department fo continue its operation, OQune
of the side floats was partially dismantled, and considerable repairs
were necessary before they were opened.

The general rcgulalion heretofore in vogue was put in operation,
but the usefulness of the institution was greatly impaired by reason
of the unwholesome location in the river (foot of West Jefferson
street). A sewer empties into the river at the foot of virtually every
street on the West Side In the cntire downtown section of the city.
Although moored cloge to the channel current, the objections were
never wholly or even reasonably overcome,

17



Rurorrs or TUE PAarg Boann

For the ensuing year the baths are located at the foot of Hast
Madison street, and from last season’s observations and other assur-
ances it is hoped that they may be more serviceable and more gatis-
factory i general. On examination by gqualified judges it is probable
the baths will prove to be unsufe Tor use another geason, and if so 1
will later offer a communication with a recommendation for their
replacement by another. Their builder has given an opinion that
they outlived their natural life, and could be used another geason only
with gome misgivings ag to their safety.

Appendix “A” records the detail of their use and revenue. I heg
to recommend that during the currcnt yecar the baths be absolutely
free, including towel and suit throughout the day for five days in a
week, and that a charge be muade during two entire days of every week.

The revenue is comparatlively so small in proportion o the outlay
for suits, laundry, salaries and general maintenance it would be
unfortunate if the very ones who would profit by and desire to make
frequent use of them are deterred by the charge made, Further, that
as a sanitary precaution all suits after each use by youthg or adults
he sent to the laundry for scalding. The public has a right to insisi
that service in its behalf shal]l be of the best it ean susiain, and any
curtailment of that should come from the citizens rather than its
servants.

CONCERTS

During the season thirty-threc concerts were held, as follows:
Sunday afternoon, City I'ark; Tucsday evcehning, City Tark; Wednes-
day evening, lolladay Park; Thursday evening, Plaza; Friday evening,
Albina (Russell and Knolt streets).

The concerts were invariably well patronized and continued to be
g0 in increasing numbers ag the season advanced. Music-lovers were
free with commendation about the class of music provided, and its
rendition.

DeCaprio’s band of thirty-ilwo pieces fulfilled the engagements
throughout the season.

There has been a marked inadequacy of seating eapacity at the
concerts., I beg to recommend that further conveniences be supplicd
by the addition of benches.

PAPER THROWING

1 beg to suggest the advisability of enlisting the co-operation of
the general public in preventing the littering of the parks. Were it
to aifford some pleasure to deposit newspapers over the parks and
squarcs, it would be proper to clean up afterward without complaint,
but in view of the unsightliness it causes the parks and especially the
squares to present, it not only indicates a rather general abandon to
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negligee and carclessness, but it injures the better uses of the parks.
It is perbaps largely heedlessness by persons susceptible {o polite
suggestion, and it would certainly operate toward the public pride, if
ne more, to suggest the propricty of people while in the wark showing
some concern about the matter,

PLAYGROUNDS

Playgrounds used distinctively as such uare under the control of
the People’s Institute Club.

The socivlogical and economic benefits of sufficieni playgrounds,
properly eguipped, conducted and regulated, is too generally appre-
clated to warrant further comment here.

in the developmeni of Columbia and Terwilliger IPParks some
opportunily for play can be provided this year, though complcle equip-
ment at once will not perbhaps be advisable,

Playgrounds fullow in natural sequence to the ecstablishment of
parks, and in some of the parks exeellent playgrounds will be devel-
oped.,

The deduclions to be made from the experience gained hy munici-
palitics in the past lfew years are of great importance and profit should
be laken from it when the eslablishment of playgrounds 1s once com-
prehengively undertaken,

It is quite generally agreed that playgrounds arc not properly nor
judiciously equipped withoul the serviecs of a trained director to super-
vige and teach.

It will probably be poszible to construct a modern playground this
year in one of the Lracts sccured for park purposes, hut if so, its use
should be contingent upon the aticndance of a dircctor in charge;
aceordingly, 1 recommend that if u proper area ig available this pro-
gramme be initiated this season.

FOUNTAINS

Three fountains of conspicuous architectural merit exist in the
cify. There are seventeen throughout the c¢ily, ten of which were
graciously donated by citizens bumanely inclined and largely at the
solicitation of Mr. W. T. SBhanahan, the secretary ol the local Humane
Society, 1 recommend that the future founlaing be of stone or masonry,
exclusively, and oi simple supply and overflow mechanism and prac- -
tical in arraungement, and, further, that metal fountains be declined
absolutely.

The fountain at Washington and Burnside streets is surmounted
by several electric lights. The electric light company supplicd the
current for; these during t(he summer months, but has not done so
during recent months,

1L recommend that provision be made to have these lamps supplied
with current.

13
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CONCESSIONS
I beg to recommend thai concessions for the sale of light reiresh-
ments in the parks be let during the winter. Changing in June is
undesirable to the lessees.

NURSERY
As a mutter of cconomy a nursery should be established for the
rearing of hardy plants. I recommend that this be authorized in order
Lhat preparation of the ground may be made this season.

SCIHHEDULE OF SALARIES

1 beg to recommend that a revised schedule of saluries be adopted
at once. To pay a draughtsman less than a watchman and a mechuanc
laborer’s wages, and all laborers the same scale without distinction
as 10 capacily or efficiency, is unjust, and Lends to climinate the spirit
and incentive to do one’s best. There should be more opportunity o
regulate inetfficiency und more opportunity to reward conscienliousness
and merit,

STREET TREES

Street-trce afluirs are In a very unsatistaciory state. One section
of the charter gives the Board 'power o regulate and control the
pianting, trimming, growing, use, preservation and maintenance of
all shude or ornamental trees, shrubs, plants or tlowers in, upon or
over any stresl, boulevard, path or sidewalk of the City”; but the
City Llecirician and City Engineer also have some control. A recent
epinion of the City Attorney was in effect that all the existing trees
might be dealt with by any onc of the several bodies; that existing
trees arc the property of the abutling proporty owner, subject to ease-
ment for public use for tratlic purposes. Ll a tree grows into over-
head wires owned by a body having a franchtise to use the strect, the
trees must be lopped off to prevenl interference with the lines and
as a measure of salety,

Whether desirable or not from a sylvicultural or zesthetic point
of view s0 to do, the owner caanot be refused a permit to injure his
trees if asked for on the pretexi or for the purposes of clearing the
wires. 7The outcome of this program has heen intenscly ifarcical. If
the Board is go limited in its power of control as to require its ordering
and concurring in acts it decms Lo be unwise and prejudicial to the
public interest, it is a proper subject for communication to the legis-
lative body of the government with a request that responsibility for
its affairs be taken entirely from the Board, or the power sufliciently
eXtended and made exclusive and absolute to the end thaf the power
of conirol will exist in fact.

I deem it a disgrace that a municipal park board should be respon-
sible for the present slate of the city's street trees without adequate
power to remedy it.
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1L is 10 be remembered that the stringing of overhead wires and
Lie cullvanon ol nanasolne strect trees ace opposed Lo one anocher;
1L 1S PUT A guesdon of time when one muse glve way 1 1avor of e
ouler.

accoruing 1o the City Attorney, Lhere is no guestion bul tha. the
Board has Lull contrel over any street tree 1t planis, under tne
presenl clrcumslances irees are geherully provided with 100 narrow
w PIADLIDE SLrlp. A8 a CONBSRQUence, jusi apoul the lime 1recs begmn
W assume their most handsome appoarance, the roots torce oul curps
and heave wialis., where the planling strip cannot be sulllcleDuy
wiaened 10 proviae reagonabie convenioaces 10r Lhe tree, he pialdog
snouid be omitied. Many of Lhe roadways of pubiic sireels cuuid be
advantageously narrowed wilnout easWwlug barui. 1ne lrallic on e
slreets of 4 cluy s system are not uniiorm, nor saotid the Provislols
pe 1dentical. lnaeed, there is a wiue range 1o aclual need oL coovel-
iences, and 1o recognize it and enaeavor Lo suive 1L would at tne same
ume be a solution oI the worst dillicwly now conrroniing a4 progressive
and systematic streci-lree project. 1 recommend tgat sireet-lree plant-
ing under municlpa: control be inaugurated Lnlg year,

RENAMING PPARKS

Some of the names now in use for park property suggest neglect,
paucity or crudeness. A public possession might well be named so as
t0 be descriptive as to scenery, historically, topographically or in
memoriam; it shouid in any case be euphonious and sutficiently bricy
to come eagily into common uge. lLewis and Clark, also Mwtnoman,
have been suggested for City Park, Aibina Square ior the albina Home-
stead 7Tract; Federal FPark for Lhe North prark blocks, and vivie
rarkway, alse bark Panhandie, have beren suggested for the BSouln
park blocks. Kxcept the above, parks seem Lo be satislactoruy named.
{ recommend further consideration of this matter with a view to the
adoption of a system of sutislactory park nomenclature,

LANDS

Several of the existing park properties have beenr acquired by
dedication; others were securcd by purchase, and some by gitt. It 18
worth while to point out thal estahishing a park is one of the most
satisfactory torms of public benefaction, They are cosmopolitan in
serving all classes, always useful iu suppiying an edifying relreshment
to all ages, and in all moods, they are zealously guarded by all the
people when oncc owned by them; they increase in value and service
with age, and are not prohe to being perveried inte oiher uses or to
defilement,

As a people we arc coming to regard wealih &s a position ol
regpongibility and trusteeship, and are ready to suilably honor one
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who can creditably acquit himself of the task, This is a typical
American aftitude and temperamecent, and merits rehearsal in a city
supposed to be 95 per cent American born., There are always persons
who wigh to shew their gratitude to a city in which they prespered, or
in a spirit of pride or public benefaction lhey are ready to bestow
some gift to the publiec. Knowing the desire, hope and readiness ot
the Hoard to facilitate acts of individuals toward that end, 1 believe a
public announcement of its feelings will tend to bring about actls
similar {o those of the late Donald Macleay and Governor Pennoyer.
The munificence and appreciation of the public toward these behe-
factors mcems to extend in scope and intensity with the advance of
time. That it will so continue, as it does in parallel cases in other
municipalities, is reasonably to be anticipated,

ORGANIZATION

With thc expansion of the systiem the need for better organization
is imperative,

During the process of land acguirement the existing legal depart-
ment can search litles at the regisiry of deeds, and on the resuit of its
findings can prepare deeds and necessary certificates of title to the
City Auditor, Likewise, claims can also be legally negotiated by it.

In any extension work, and especially il constructicn work is to
accompany, it is cusiomary to retain professional advisers to guide
and asgist. Whether in the outlining of a general system or in the
prepatation of general construction or detailed plans, such advice is
always valuable, even if not followed in ¢very particular. It generally
proves to be well worth its cost. Accordingly, I recommend that a
landscape advisor be engaged for a period as may appear to you wise.

One of the principal needs of this department are engineering
and office facilities. The present system of having engineering done
is cumbersome and unsatisfactory. With construction work to be
undertaken and the need of engineering services on it; the need of
surveys as o preliminary to land takings and their use s g basig for
the preparation of plans for the use of the legal department sueh as
are required for claims, conveyancing and drawing of contracts; all
these require the services of an engineering corps and a draughtsman,
For reasons of efficiency and economy, these employes should he
under the direct supervision of the head of the department in which
they are engaged. At present the charter opposes this arrangement,
but an alternative founded on the same basis ag that in yvogue in the
Water Department would be acceptable, [ recommend that the above
[agilities be provided.
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ACCOUNTING

A modern system of accounting has becn ordered by the Board.
While avoiding cumbersome and unduc detail, some system to check
costs, disbursemecnts and accomplishments is highly desirable. It
should be carried to an extent sufficient to permit of an annual state-
ment being made that would enable the public to make an intelligent
analysis of it. The regular routine of the office and this added clerical
assigtance requires the secrvices of a clerk, and I recommend that it be
provided.

The freguent cordial aseistance given by the City Attorney and
his corps of assistants {s especially to be acknowledged; the Chief of
Police, City Engineer and City Auditer have algo facilitated the work-
ings of this department, and deserve gpecial note.

APPENDIX “A”—BATHS
Baths opened July 19. Closed September 12.

Receipts
- LR $ 47.80
AUEUSE o vvreeirnninaar e mraa e 62.20
SEDtBIMDET ..ot vt m e 9.00

75 - K .. 5119, 00
Attendance

27 J T R 8,881

[0 I S 812

Y (= (R AR 245

70 (12 < R R 96

L2 [ 10,134

Respectfully submitted,
E. T. MISCHE, Parkkeeper.
(Extract from Treasurer's Report for 1308.)

PARK FUND

Balance as per report December 81, 1907.. ..o vvnnnviens $10,880.92
Received taxes, J. M. Lewis, County Treasurer.............. 57,633.32
Transferred from General Fund .......oovieieriiraaneaves §,558.00
Received sale guines PIZS ... .ov i 73.80
Received public baths ... ccoiiian i 121.00
Received 8. II. Burnett, park privilege. .. ... vvvvaeannnn 350.00
Recelved donation Portland Railway, Light & Power Co...... 1,000.00
Warrants paid and returned.............. 00l $54,702.18

BAlAIICE to v e s e et v iaima e e m s aases 23,914.86

$78,617.04 $78,617.04
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Tax levy for 1908, .3 mills on assessed valuation of $215,579,945.

PARK AND BOULEVARD FUND

Received sale of bonds .......... ... . v $500,000.00
Received premium on bonds ... ... ... ... 10,945.00
Ralance ... ... . §510,945.00

$010,945.00 $510,945.00
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Ground Plan of Comfort Station at Columbia Pack
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