
 

 

 
CUSTOMER:   

Marco’s Cafe & Espresso Bar  7910 SW 35th Ave., Portland 

 
 
FACILITY 
Marco’s Café has been operating in Multnomah Village since 1983. Marco’s is 
a busy neighborhood café, serving breakfast, lunch and dinner.   
 
Marco’s commitment to resource efficiency improvements focused on finding 
ways to reduce water use and costs.  With  assistance from Portland Water 
Bureau’s Water Efficiency Program, Marco’s made cost effective 
improvements that resulted in significant water savings. 
 
IMPROVEMENTS 
 Replaced boiler-based steamer ovens with EnergyStar-rated boiler-less 

steamers. 
 Replaced a water-cooled ice machine with an EnergyStar-rated, air-cooled 

model. 
 Replaced high-volume pre-rinse sprayers with ultra-efficient 1.0 gallon per 

minute models. 
 Installed high efficiency 0.5 gallon per minute hand wash faucet aerators 

replacing higher flow models. 
 
RESULTS 
 The new boiler-less steamers use about 1.5 gallons per hour 

compared to about 84 gallons per hour for the old boiler-based model.  
Additionally, the new units heat up 70% faster, reducing water and 
energy use even more. 

 The new air-cooled ice machine produces enough ice that the use of a 
second water-cooled ice machine was eliminated. 

 
 
Sewer and water costs savings are about $10,000 per year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ANNUAL WATER 
SAVINGS: 

514,000 gallons 

February 2013 

Boiler-less Steamer

AVERAGE GALLONS PER DAY
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