
Ballot Measures and Petitions Since 1942 
 

Election 
Date 

Subject Votes 
 

11/03/42 City Employees Salary Increase Yes 
No 

33,838
49,864

05/19/44 12,000,000 Sewage Bonds 11-1104 Yes 
No 

53,712
25,848

05/19/44 3,000,000 Dock Bonds 11-1105 Yes 
No 

50,189
27,028

11/07/44 Pension - City Employees Yes 
No 

54,593
64,552

11/07/44 Special Tax - New Jail 7-115 Yes 
No 

69,190
52,893

06/22/45 2 Mill Tax Civic Center Yes 
No 

19,896
39,542

05/17/46 Hours & Salary - Fireman  
Amend Charter Section 4-128 

Yes 
No 

26,918
30,660

05/17/46 Age Limit Police & Fire  
Amend Charter Section 4-106 

Yes 
No 

43,414
11,364

05/17/46 40 Hour Week - City Employees 
Amend Charter (Insert section 2-511) 

Yes 
No 

26,347
28,460

05/17/46 Limiting Inspection of Exam Papers 
Amend Charter Section 4-105 

Yes 
No 

27,710
23,265

05/17/46 Limit Life Civil Service Laid Off List 
Amend Charter (Insert section 4-129) 

Yes 
No 

38,464
14,417

05/17/46 City's Liability for Certain Claims 
Amend Charter (Add section 1-112) 

Yes 
No 

35,057
15,236

11/05/46 Authorizing a Special Tax for a Civic Center 
Amend Charter 

Yes 
No 

49,586
53,915

 Preference Holladay Park Site of Civic Center Eastside 
Westside 

38,018
34,541



11/05/46 Fixing Hours of Duty for City Firemen 
Amend Charter Section 4-128 

Yes 
No 

62,607
40,459

11/05/46 Authorizing a Special Tax for a War Memorial 
Amend Charter  

Yes 
No 

21,301
75,173

11/05/46 Fixing Salaries of City Officials 
Amend Charter Sections 2-114 & 2-402 

Yes 
No 

36,376
66,881

05/24/48 Franchise - Pacific Power & Light Company 
Ordinance Referred to Voters by Council 

Yes 
No 

93,942
23,064

05/24/48 Dogs - Supervision and Disposition 
Ordinance Referred  by Council but not passed by 
Council 

Yes 
No 

56,729
68,667

05/24/48 Two Mill Levy - City Office Building Fund 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 7-116) 

Yes 
No 

25,936
92,463

05/21/48 Special Levy - Sullivan's Gulch Expressway 
Amend Charter  

Yes 
No 

38,144
83,520

11/02/48 Special Tax for Fire and Police Disability , Retirement 
and Death Benefit Plan 
Amend Charter (Insert Chapter 5) 

Yes 
No 

83,370
56,938

11/02/48 Pacific Daylight Time 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 13-101) 

Yes 
No 

71,508
67,842

11/02/48 Inalienability of Public Places (Street Vacation) 
Amend Charter Section 1-107  

Yes 
No 

78,654
41,784

11/02/48 Special Tax for Fire Fighting Equipment and Fire 
Station Construction 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 7-116) 

Yes 
No 

97,054
40,616

05/19/50 License Fees on Income and Business Profits 
Referendum by Petition 

Yes 
No 

31,762
85,682

05/19/50 Public Utilities Certificates 
Amend Charter Section 10-104 

Yes 
No 

54,611
56,930

05/19/50 Municipal Auditorium Bonds - $150,000 
Amend Charter  (Insert Section 11-1003) 

Yes 
No 

59,147
55,975



05/19/50 Placing Municipal Auditorium Employees Under Civil 
Service 
Amend Charter Section 11-11001 

Yes 
No 

55,735
56,054

05/19/50 4/10 Mill Tax Levy for Parks 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 9-605) 

Yes 
No 

61,008
56,136

05/19/50 5 Mill Tax Levy for Increased City Services 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 7-117) 

Yes 
No 

28,575
86,901

05/19/50 2,000 Units Low-Rent Housing 
Ordinance Referred by Council 

Yes 
No 

53,374
62,659

11/07/50 Anti-Discrimination Ordinance 
Referendum by Petition 

Yes 
No 

60,969
77,084

11/07/50 Fire and Police Disability and Retirement Act 
Amend Charter Chapter 5 

Yes 
No 

68,904
58,832

11/07/50 Fixing Salary of Mayor and Commissioner 
Amend Charter Section 2-114 

Yes 
No 

58,148
74,884

06/19/51 1 Mill Tax Levy for Civil Defense 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 7-117) 

Yes 
No 

22,681
23,086

06/19/51 Limiting Terms and Fixing Salaries of Mayor and 
Commissioners 
Amend Charter Section 2-114 

Yes 
No 

20,582
25,212

05/16/52 Prohibit Punchboards in City; not submitted to 
electorate - Supreme Court upheld Emergency Clause - 
No Election 
Referendum by Petition 

 
 
 
 
 

05/16/52 Promotion of Industry in City  
Amend Charter (Insert Section 2-137) 

Yes 
No 

81,932
56,949

05/16/52 Amendment Pertaining to Sale of Water Bonds 
Amend Charter Section 11-201 

Yes 
No 

88,697
40,964

05/16/52 Fixing Salaries of City Officials 
Amend Charter Sections 2-117 & 2-114 

Yes 
No 

62,701
76,430

05/16/52 
 

Special Tax Levy for City Services and Expenses 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 7-117) 

Yes 
No 

56,767
77,686



05/16/52 Special Tax Levy for Symphony Bands 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 7-118) 

Yes 
No 

55,616
80,502

11/04/52 Dock Commission to Issue Revenue Certificates 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 6-106) 

Yes 
No 

130,236
42,390

11/04/52 Municipal Zoo Bonds $4,000,000 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 11-504) 
 

Yes 
No 

82,773
95,027

11/04/52 Special Tax Levy - Civil Defense 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 7-117) 

Yes 
No 
 

102,715
73,005

11/04/52 
 

Creating Transit and Parking Commission 
Amend Charter (Insert Chapter 14) 

Yes 
No 
 

72,839
105,243

11/04/52 Urban Redevelopment Bonds 
Amend Charter (Insert Chapter 15) 

Yes 
No 
 

76,278
94,554

11/04/52 Sewage Disposal Bonds $2,500,000 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 11-1104 ½ ) 

Yes 
No 
 

121,922
50,454

11/04/52 Fixing Salaries of City Officials 
Amend Charter Section 2-114 

Yes 
No 
 

101,838
73,544

11/04/52 Special Tax Levy - Salary Adjustments  City Employees 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 7-118) 

Yes 
No 
 

79,626
96,138

05/21/54 Special 5-year Modern Zoo Levy 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 7-118) 

Yes 
No 
 

65,885
47,000

05/21/54 Bid Requirement for Purchases over $600 
Amend Charter Section 8-106 

Yes 
No 
 

65,641
37,727

05/21/54 Exposition-Recreation Center Bonds $8,000,000 
Amend Charter (Insert Chapter 14) 
 

Yes 
No 

60,885
48,628

05/21/54 Harbor Facilities Bonds$6,500,000 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 11-803) 
 

Yes 
No 

82,630
28,053

11/02/54 Authorizing 5-year Contracts by City  
Amend Charter Section 2-105 
 

Yes 
No 

84,439
48,236

11/02/54 Succession on City Council in Emergency 
Amend Charter Section 2-116 
 

Yes 
No 

107,755
28,523



11/02/54 Increasing Old Fire-Police Pensions 
Amend Charter Section 5-119 
 

Yes 
No 

106,137
39,019

11/02/54 Municipal Officer-Employee Residence Requirement 
Amend Charter Section 2-505 
 

Yes 
No 

96,204
39,840

11/02/54 Establish New City Tax Base from $8,619,901.73 to 
$10,400,000 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 7-120) 
 

Yes 
No 

32,720
101,444

11/02/54 Special 10-Year Capital Improvement Levy 
$2,000,000 per year 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 7-119) 

Yes 
No 
 
 

44,218
87,776

11/02/54 Transit Commission & 10 year Levy $65,000 p/year 
Amend Charter (Insert Chapter 15) 
 

Yes 
No 

51,371
76,629

11/02/54 Special Tax Levy for Street Lighting  
$1,000,000 per year for ten years 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 7-121) 
 

Yes 
No 

92,702
53,871

05/18/56 Special Rehabilitation Farm, Police Academy levy 
½  Million for 1 year 

Yes 
No 
 

32,437
95,493

05/18/56 East Side Limitation, Exposition-Recreation 
Commission 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 14.108&14.109) 
Initiative Petition 
RECOUNT is official count 
Original Auditor Count:  Yes 64,482 No 63,987 
 

Yes 
No 

64,363
64,060

05/18/56 Prohibiting Pinballs, Certain Other Mechanical Games 
Ordinance Referred by Referendum Petition 

Yes 
No 
 

76,770
59,258

05/18/56 Special 5-yr Salary Adjustment Levy 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 7-124) 
 

Yes 
No 

62,815
64,212

11/06/56 Fluoridation of Water Supply 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 13-102) 
 

Yes 
No 

75,621
105,519

11/06/56 Parking Commission and Parking Facilities 
Amend Charter (Insert Chapter 15) 
 

Yes 
No 

44,772
131,041

11/06/56 Special Tax Levy for Trunk Sewers 1 ½ M for 5 yrs 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 7-119) 
 

Yes 
No 

67,753
101,125



11/06/56 East-West Facilities, Exposition-Recreation Center, 
Requiring $4,000,000 east side of River 
Amend Charter (Repeal Section 14-109, re-enact 14-01-
14-07, amend 14-108) 

Yes 
No 

25,092
148,156

11/06/56 Special Tax Levy - City Services, Wages 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 7-120) 
 

Yes 
No 

64,537
107,687

11/06/56 Repeal Ban, Licensing Pinballs, Other Devices 
Ordinance Proposed by Initiative Petition 

Yes 
No 
 

68,380
109,828

11/06/56 Restoring Exposition-Recreation Commission Powers, 
Duties 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 14-110, repeal 
Section14-108 and 14-109) 

Yes 
No 

80,370
87,131

05/16/58 Fire Bureau Facilities and Equipment Bonds 
$3,000,000 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 11-304) 
 

Yes 
No 

65,843
45,331

05/16/58 Creating Development and Civic Promotion Dept 
(Portland Development Commission) 
Amend Charter (Insert Chapter 15) 
 

Yes 
No 

56,904
53,963

05/16/58 Municipal Mass Transit Operation 
Amend Charter (Insert Chapter 16) 
 

Yes 
No 

41,830
70,169

05/16/58 Delta Park Location for E-R Center 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 14-110) 
Initiative Petition 
 

Yes 
No 

46,838
73,049

05/16/58 Council-Manager Form of City Government 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 1-101A) 
Initiative Petition 
 

Yes 
No 

55,283
61,821

05/16/58 Charter Revision Study 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 7-119) 
 

Yes 
No 

31,068
70,081

11/04/58 Discontinuing Posting of Pre-Election Notices 
Amend Charter Section 3-109 
 

Yes 
No 

86,774
48,024

11/04/58 10-yr Capital Improvement Program 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 7-201) 
 

Yes 
No 

25,799
112,502



11/04/58 Hydroelectric Power Facilities Bonds 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 11-203) 
 

Yes 
No 

45,680
88,052

05/20/60 Residence of City Employees 
Amend Charter Section 2-511 
 

Yes 
No 

73,876
51,443

05/20/60 Establishing New City Tax Base 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 7-120) 
 

Yes 
No 

32,482
91,884

05/20/60 Sewer User Service Charge Increase 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 9-606) 
 

Yes 
No 

59,002
71,560

05/20/60 Prohibiting Dogs Running at Large 
Ordinance Referred to Voters by Council 
 

Yes 
No 

92,101
45,338

11/08/60 Special Tax for Disasters, Civil Defense 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 7-122) 
 

Yes 
No 

76,516
89,571

11/085/60 Recreational Areas Special Tax Levy 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 9-606) 
 

Yes 
No 

56,264
107,614

11/08/60 Special Tax for Grade Separation 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 7-123) 
 

Yes 
No 

51,257
109,819

11/08/60 Special Tax for Traffic Signalization, Facilities 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 7-124) 

Yes 
No 
 

58,358
104,936

11/08/60 Sewer User Service Charge Increase 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 9-607) 
 

Yes 
No 

97,727
72,571

11/08/60 Special Tax for Zoo Expansion, Operation 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 7-125) 

Yes 
No 

53,415
113,665

11/08/60 Docks Development Bonds 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 11-804) 
 

Yes 
No 

116,361
53,151

11/08/60 Supplemental Fire-Police Pension Tax, Contributions 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 5-132) 

Yes 
No 
 

62,406
102,170

11/08/60 Adjusting Certain Fire-Police Pensions 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 5-119) 
 

Yes 
No 

81,746
82,107

11/08/60 Partial Charter Revision 
Amend Charter Chapters 1,3,5,6 

Yes 
No 
 

74,001
78,870



05/18/62 Charter Chapter I:  General Powers, Annexation 
Amend Charter Chapter 1 

Yes 
No 
 

57,960
37,952

05/18/62 Establishing New City Tax Base 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 7-120) 

Yes 
No 
 

33,603
68,854

05/18/62 Improvements Program With New Tax Base 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 7-122) 

Yes 
No 
 

38,494
59,737

05/18/62 Adjusting Certain Fire-Police Pensions 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 5-119) 
 

Yes 
No 

63,596
39,149

05/18/62 Standby City Transit Authorization 
Amend Charter (Insert Chapter 16) 

Yes 
No 
 

52,626
60,496

11/06/62 Special Tax for Disasters, Civil Defense 
Amend Charter (Insert Section  7-119) 

Yes 
No 
 

62,706
71,637

11/06/62 Establishing New City Tax Base 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 7-120) 

Yes 
No 
 

52,088
83,696

11/06/62 Partial Charter Revision 
Amend Charter Chapters 2,3,7,8 

Yes 
No 
 

61,795
59,009

11/06/62 Exposition-Recreation Bonds $4,000,000 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 14-110) 

Yes 
No 
 

57,338
76,636

11/06/62 Fluoridation of Water 
Amend Charter  
Initiative Petition 
 

Yes 
No 

65,083
79,217

05/15/64 Special Tax Levy for Street Lighting 
Measure Referred to the Voters by Council 
 

Yes 
No 

78,389
61,692

05/15/64 28th Ave Viaduct Replacement Bonds 
Measure Referred to the Voters by Council 

Yes 
No 
 

51,181
82,483

05/15/64 Bonds for Rebuilding Auditorium 
Measure Referred to the Voters by Council 
 

Yes 
No 

68,566
70,779

05/15/64 Special Levy for Pachyderm House Addition 
Measure Referred to the Voters by Council  

Yes 
No 
 

36,562
102,001

11/03/64 Revising Fire-Police Disability Retirement System 
Amend Charter Chapter 5 

Yes 
No 
 

107,386
50,667



11/03/64 Bonds for Rebuilding Auditorium 
Measure Referred to the Voters by Council 
 

Yes 
No 

93,418
78,000

11/03/64 Jail-Municipal Court-Police Facilities Levy 
Measure Referred to the Voters by Council 
 

Yes 
No 

55,488
103,048

11/03/64 Partial Charter Revision 
Amend Charter Chapters 9,11,12,13 

Yes 
No 
 

65,699
79,891

05/24/66 Changing Form of City Government - Strong Mayor 
Amend Charter 
Initiative Petition 
 

Yes 
No 
 

41,848
68,158

11/08/66 Multnomah Stadium Acquisition Bonds 
Measure Referred to the Voters by Council 
 

Yes 
No 
 

79,753
64,028

11/08/66 Partial Charter Revision 
Amend Charter Chapters 9,11,12,13 Sections 6-102 6-
103 
 

Yes 
No 

74,738
40,170

11/08/66 Pacific Power & Light Franchise 
Ordinance Referred to the Voters by Council 

Yes 
No 
 

120,818
16,657

05/28/68 Docks Development Bonds 
Measure Referred to the Voters by the Council 
 

Yes 
No 

97,838
43,335

05/26/70 Antipollution Aid Through Sewer User Charges 
Amend Charter Section 11-302 
 

Yes 
No 

60,067
49,750

05/26/70 Revising City Vacancy-In-Office Provision 
Amend Charter Section 2-206 

Yes 
No 
 

52,556
47,266

05/26/70 Dock Commission, Port of Portland Consolidation 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 6-105) 
Removed from Ballot Resolution No. 30728 5/20/70 
 

11/03/70 City Government, Public Safety Income Tax 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 7-110) 
 

Yes 
No 

55,422
73,995

11/03/70 Dock Commission, Port of Portland Consolidation 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 6-105) 

Yes 
No 

92,704
30,532

12/14/71 Consolidating Municipal and District Courts 
Amend Charter Chapter 2 

Yes 
No 
 

34,367
15,255



12/14/71 Revising Lien Collection Procedures 
Amend Charter Section 9-804 
 

Yes 
No 

36,797
12,233

12/14/71 Assessment-Collection Bonds Interest Rate 
Amend Charter Section 9-907 
 

Yes 
No 

29,426
17,583

12/14/71 Campaign Expenditures and Reports 
Amend Charter (Repeal Section 3-121) 

Yes 
No 
 

33,824
14,827

12/14/71 Auditor's Records of Property Ownership 
Amend Charter Section 2-511 
 

Yes 
No 

36,191
12,757

12/14/71 Hotel, Motel, Other Transient Lodging Tax 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 7-110) 
 

Yes 
No 

29,370
21,779

1972 None 
 

 

05/08/74 City-County Consolidation Measure was on  
County Ballot, not City  
 

 

11/05/74 Increasing Contract Limitation Without Written 
Agreement 
Amend Charter Chapter 8 
 

Yes 
No 

38,747
78,559

11/05/74 Changing Urban Renewal Bond Limitation 
Amend Charter Section 15-106 

Yes 
No 
 

61,086
49,698

11/05/74 Special Tax Levy for Street Lighting 
Measure Referred to Voters by Council 

Yes 
No 
 

93,523
40,382

11/05/74 City Purchase, Certain Pacific Power Facilities 
Ordinance Proposed by Initiative Petition 

Yes 
No 

33,932
103,498

11/02/76 Establishing Self Insurance Loss Reserve Fund 
Amend Charter Section 1-106 
 

Yes 
No 

70,724
61,094

11/02/76 Restricting Exposition-Recreation Commission's 
Authority 
Amend Charter Sections 14-102,14-103,14-105 Repeal 
14-108 & 14-109 

Yes 
No 
 
 
 

79,275
56,992

11/02/76 Memorial Coliseum Complex Addition Bonds 
$7,200.000 
Measure Referred to Voters by Council 
 

Yes 
No 

68,633
81,574



11/02/76 City Purchase, Certain Pacific Power Facilities 
Ordinance Proposed by Initiative Petition 
 

Yes 
No 

55,543
95,808

11/08/77 Authorizes Power Contracts 
Amend Charter Section 2-105 

Yes 
No 
 

22,515
21,193

05/23/78 Park Improvement Special Tax Levy 
Measure Referred to Voters by Council 
 

Yes 
No 

36,197
48,719

11/07/78 Fluoridation of Municipal Water System 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 11-107) 
 

Yes 
No 

71,151
68,760

11/07/78 Hotel-Motel Tax to Promote Conventions, Tourism 
Amend Charter Section 7-110 

Yes 
No 
 

81,603
52,587

11/07/78 City Council to Establish Contract Limits 
Amend Charter Section 8-104 
 

Yes 
No 

65,801
46,506

05/20/80 Eliminates Mandatory Fluoridation of Water System 
Amend Charter (Repeal Section 11-107) 
 

Yes 
No 

62,076
53,680

05/20/80 Vacancies in Office Filled by Election 
Amend Charter Section 2-206 
 

Yes 
No 

82,593
19,331

05/20/80 Revises, Updates Certain City Charter Provisions 
Amend Charter Sections 1-107,2-107,2-120,2-122,2-601 
& Insert Section 2-127 
 

Yes 
No 

72,446
16,847

11/04/80 Mandatory Weatherization of Buildings Requires Vote 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 1-108) 
 

Yes 
No 

85,323
68,364

11/04/80 Portland Civic Stadium Renovation Bonds 
Measure Referred to Voters by City Council 

Yes 
No 
 

86,636
70,631

11/04/80 Clarifying City Lease and Purchase Authority 
Amend Charter Section 2-105 
 

Yes 
No 

95,682
39,839

03/31/81 Portland Performing Arts Facilities & Bonds 
Measure Referred to Voters by City Council 
 

Yes 
No 

41,907
36,591

11/02/82 Ordinance Establishing a Police Internal Investigations 
Auditing Committee 
 

Yes 
No 

74,433
73,715

11/02/82 Civil Service Provisions and Residency Requirements 
Amend Charter Chapters 2 & 4 

Yes 
No 
 

73,208
61,759



03/29/83 City Residence Requirements for Officers &Employees 
Amend Charter Section 2-611 
 

Yes 
No 

10,399
9,967

05/15/84 Requiring City Auditor Be A Certified Public 
Accountant 
Amend Charter Section 2-501 
 

Yes 
No 

81,321
26,869

05/15/84 Conforming Bond Issuance Procedure to Current Law 
Amend Charter Section 7-203 
 

Yes 
No 

74,483
22,455

05/15/84 Eliminating Masculine or Feminine Terms in City 
Charter 
Amend Charter (Insert Section 2-513) 
 

Yes 
No 

57,599
48,880

11/06/84 Authorizing Street Lighting System Operation and Fee 
Assessment 
Amend Charter (Insert Sections 11-401 through 11-405) 

Yes 
No 

69,811
92,410

12/18/84 Requiring One Year City Residence for Elective Office 
Amend Charter Section 2-202 
 

Yes 
No 

42,020
13,031

05/21/85 Three-Year Tax Levy to Continue Street Lighting 
Measure Referred to Voters by City Council 
 

Yes 
No 

20,164
10,361

05/20/86 Revising Auditor's Duties, Responsibilities, Authority & 
Service Requirements 
Amend Charter Chapters 1,2,4,5,6,10,15 

Yes 
No 
 
 

52,466
13,450

05/20/86 Revising Requirements for Nominating Candidates for 
City Office by Petition 
Amend Charter Section 3-108 
 

Yes 
No 

59,934
18,343

05/20/86 Revising Procedures for Assessing, Collecting, and 
Financing Local Improvement Costs 
Amend Charter Chapter 9 
 

Yes 
No 

47,034
26,967

11/04/86 Revising the Classified Civil Service System 
Amend Charter Chapter 4 

Yes 
No 
 

90,439
44,890

11/04/86 Revising the Classified Civil Service by Exempting 
Certain Additional Persons 
Amend Charter Section 4-101 
 

Yes 
No 

66,236
67,331



05/19/87 Hotel-Motel (Transient Lodging) Tax to Create Portland 
Arts Fund 
Amend Charter Section 7-110 
 

Yes 
No 

29,404
44,985

05/17/88 Allow Participation by Phone in Council Meetings 
Amend Charter Section 2-114 
 

Yes 
No 

51,516
69,868

05/17/88 Revising Charter Listing of Successors to Council Seats 
in Emergency 
Amend Charter Section 2-206 
 

Yes 
No 

79,107
35,827

05/17/88 Revises Residence Provisions for Appointed City 
Officers and Employees 
Amend Charter Section 2-611 & 4-301 

Yes 
No 
 
 

59,433
56,173

05/17/88 Allowing Multi-Year Contract for Official Advertising 
Amend Charter Section 8-101 
 

Yes 
No 

67,972
43,755

05/17/88 Deleting Certain Purchasing Procedures 
Amend Charter Section 8-104 
 

Yes 
No 

57,642
50,104

03/28/89 Three Year Tax Rate Serial Levy for Street Lighting 
Measure Referred to Voters by Council 
 

Yes 
No 

62,653
32,108

05/16/89 Authorizing Provision of Water at No Charge to City 
Bureaus for City Services 
Amend Charter Section 11-105 
 

Yes 
No 

28,130
39,411

06/27/89 Three Year Serial Levy for Emergency Communication 
System 
Measure Referred to Voters by Council 
 

Yes 
No 

46,948
27,988

06/27/89 Three Year Serial Levy for Youth-Oriented Park 
Improvement Construction and Operation 
Measure Referred to Voters by Council 
 

Yes 
No 

42,542
32,579

11/07/89 Revising Fire & Police Pension and Disability Plan 
Amend Charter Chapter 5 

Yes 
No 
 

64,134
50,448

11/03/92 Revises Procedures for Making and Financing Local 
Improvements 
Amend Charter Chapter 9 

Yes 
No 
 
 

149,539
42,483



05/17/94 Clarifies Existing Duties and Responsibilities of City 
Auditor 
Amend Charter Chapters 2, 7, 8 

Yes 
No 
 
 

69,519
11,916

05/17/94 Removes Outdate Elections Procedures from City 
Charter 
Amend Charter Chapter 3 

Yes 
No 
 
 

68,749
13,522

05/17/94 Amends Procedures to Collect Delinquent Assessment 
Installment Contracts 
Amend Charter Chapter 9 
 

Yes 
No 

60,380
20,756

11/08/94 General Obligation Bonds for Park Repairs and 
Improvements 
Measure Referred to Voters by Council 
 

Yes 
No 

113,800
58,277

05/21/96 Establish Term Limits for City's Elective Offices 
Amend Charter Section 2-01 
 

Yes 
No 

40,572
57,305

11/03/98 General Obligation Bonds for Park Capital Renovation, 
Improvements, and Construction 
Measure Referred to Voters by Council 
 

Yes 
No 

81,389
83,190

11/03/98 General Obligation Bonds for Fire, Rescue, and 
Emergency Services Facilities 
Measure Referred to Voters by Council 
 

Yes 
No 

99,619
64,610

11/07/00 Exempt Bureau Directors From Civil Service 
Amend Charter Section 4-101 - Measure Referred to 
Voters by Council 
 

Yes 
No 

111,560
77,940

11/07/00 Changes Police Fire Disability Retirement Board 
Composition 
Amends Charter Chapter 5 - Measure Referred to 
Voters by Council 
 

Yes 
No 

148,494
51,584

11/07/00 Prohibits Disability Payments to Incarcerated 
Beneficiaries After Conviction 
Amends Charter Chapter 5 - Measure Referred to 
Voters by Council 
 

Yes 
No 

170,634
42,603



05/21/02 Five Year Levy to restore park services, repairs, 
recreation programs 
Measure Referred to Voters by Council 
* Per Article 11, Section 11 (8) of the Oregon 
Constitution, measure is not authorized due to less than 
50 percent turnout.  
 

Yes* 
No 

90,679
38,823

05/21/02 Amends Charter:  Change form of City Government 
Proposed by Initiative Petition 
 

Yes 
No 

29,730
94,179

11/05/02 5 Year Levy for Children's Investment Fund 
Measure Refereed to Voters by Council 

Yes 
No 

106,604
89,380

11/05/02 Five-year levy to restore park services, repairs, 
recreation programs 
Measure Referred to Voters by Council 

Yes 
No 

127,306
67,562

05/18/04 Amends Charter:  Candidates Receiving Majority Vote 
at Primary are Elected 
Measure Referred to Voters by Council 
 

Yes 
No 

75,770
48,183

11/07/06 Amends Charter: Changes Fire and Police Disability 
and Retirement System 
Measure Referred to Voters by Council 
 

Yes 
No 

160,889
36,254

5/15/2007 Amends Charter: Requires City to periodically review 
Charter 
Measure Referred to Voters by Council 
 

Yes 
No 

57,622
18,417

5/15/2007 Amends Charter: Updates and clarifies civil service 
provisions 
Measure Referred to Voters by Council 
 

Yes 
No 

41,332
35,593

5/15/2007 Amends Charter: Changes form of City Government. 
Measure Referred to Voters by Council 
 

Yes 
No 

19,002
60,714

5/15/2007 Amends Charter: Defines mission, increases oversight 
of Portland Development Commission. 
Measure Referred to Voters by Council 
 

Yes 
No 

41,790
37,063

11/6/2007 Amends Charter: Changes Fire and Police Disability 
members' medical benefits. 
Measure Referred to Voters by Council 
 

Yes 
No 

123,123
46,187

http://www.portlandonline.com/auditor/index.cfm?c=44159
http://www.portlandonline.com/auditor/index.cfm?c=44159
http://www.portlandonline.com/auditor/index.cfm?c=44160
http://www.portlandonline.com/auditor/index.cfm?c=44160
http://www.portlandonline.com/auditor/index.cfm?c=44161
http://www.portlandonline.com/auditor/index.cfm?c=44162
http://www.portlandonline.com/auditor/index.cfm?c=44162
http://www.portlandonline.com/auditor/index.cfm?c=45203
http://www.portlandonline.com/auditor/index.cfm?c=45203


11/4/2008 Renew five-year levy for Children's Investment Fund 
Measure Referred to Voters by Council 
  

Yes 
No 

203,616
77,384

11/2/2010 
 

Continues City public campaign financing for Mayoral, 
Commissioner, Auditor candidates 
Measure Referred to Voters by Council 
 

Yes 
No 

104,408
106,008

11/2/2010 
 

General obligation bonds for fire vehicles and 
emergency response infrastructure 
Measure Referred to Voters by Council 
 

Yes 
No 

107,453
101,813
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