PROLOGUE
Portlanders want a sustainable city. This report is a call to action; a renewed vision of our community
and ourselves. Each one of us can adjust our practices to achieve the economic, social, and
environmental vibrancy we all desire. The need is compelling; and the livable city we now enjoy is
proof that Portlanders have the stamina and commitment to invest in a better future.
The opportunities and challenges we face to preserve and prosper must acknowledge that:
• U.S. buildings are responsible for 48 percent of national energy consumption and Greenhouse
Gas (GHG) emissions annually.1
• 76 percent of all electricity generated by U.S. power plants is used to operate buildings. 2
• U.S. buildings use 12.2 percent of all potable water, or 15 trillion gallons per year.3
• The EPA estimates that 136 million tons of building-related construction and demolition debris
(C&D debris) was generated in the U.S. in a single year. 4
• Worldwide, buildings use 40 percent of raw materials globally (3 billion tons annually).5
Green Building practices are one way to move towards our vision for a sustainable future and address
our impact on the local and world community. Green Building is an integrated framework of design,
construction, and operations practices that encompasses the environmental, economic, and social
impacts of buildings. Green Building practices recognize the interdependence of the natural and built
environments, seek to minimize the use of energy, water, and other natural resources, and provide a
healthy, productive indoor environment.
Recognizing the impact of construction on economy, society, and the environment, the development
industry is changing. As more developers and consumers learn about the financial and environmental
benefits of more sustainable buildings, green construction is becoming mainstream practice in cities
across the U.S. Developers current with the industry’s evolving green standards and market demand
have a competitive advantage.
The U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) estimates the Green Building industry was valued at about
$12 billion in 2007. Sustainable construction is one of the fastest-growing segments of the commercial
building industry. Currently 6 to 8 percent of buildings constructed are deliberately incorporating
environmentally responsible strategies. There is great potential for growth in this segment.
An example of the interdependency associated with buildings that meet green standards would include
a realization of significant energy costs savings. As the cost of non-renewable energy sources
continues to rise; energy conservation practices that reduce GHG, offer opportunities for economic
development.
The Development Review Advisory Committee’s (DRAC) recommendations on Green Building are
incremental steps towards a sustainable, livable City.
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