OBJECTIVES AND METHODOLOGY
The DRAC Green Building Subcommittee consists of 6 DRAC members from Portland’s
development, architectural, energy, environmental, and construction community. The
Subcommittee first met on February 27, 2007, and subsequently every two weeks through
October 30, 2007. Meetings were open and transparent, with no closed-door sessions.
Subcommittee members invited City staff to brief them on sustainability projects and plans, and
to consider how the DRAC might support or enhance these efforts.
Objectives
The Subcommittee agreed that the reduction of carbon emissions would be a framework of the
recommendations and looked to Architecture 2030, an initiative of the American Institute of
Architects (AIA), as a guide. In order to inspire and provoke accountability, The 2030 Challenge
asks the global architecture and building community to adopt the following targets:
•
•
•

All new buildings, developments and major renovations shall be designed to meet a fossil
fuel, GHG-emitting, energy consumption performance standard of 50 percent of the regional
(or country) average for that building type.
At a minimum, an equal amount of existing building area shall be renovated annually to
meet a fossil fuel, GHG-emitting, energy consumption performance standard of 50 percent
of the regional (or country) average for that building type.
The fossil fuel reduction standard for all new buildings shall be increased to:
60 percent in 2010
80 percent in 2020
70 percent in 2015
90 percent in 2025
resulting in carbon-neutral construction in 2030 (no fossil fuel GHG emitting energy will be
used to operate the building). Appendix G-1 Summary of 2030 Related Initiatives and
Programs in US Cities.

Methodology
Adoption of energy efficient technology, conservation, and other resource management
strategies as part of continual improvement in building, design and occupational practices will
be essential to the quality of our local environment and reduced contributions to emissions.
The Subcommittee identified by project type, the issues and barriers to Green Building, the
programs and services available in the City to facilitate Green Building, programs used
elsewhere, and those Green Building practices that most minimize carbon emissions. Refer to
the appendices in this report for more information.
• A list of barriers, resources and needs was compiled in a matrix and the strategies were
suggested to address each barrier. Appendix B-1 Barriers to Sustainable Development
Matrix.
• The Subcommittee conducted a SWOT analysis on the recommendations to identify the
strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats of each strategy. Appendix B-2 SWOT
Analysis of Recommendations to DRAC.
• The surveys, program materials and studies reviewed by the Subcommittee are listed in
Appendix J Green Building Resources.
The role of City staff was to provide administrative, technical and logistical support for the
Subcommittee, and contribute to group discussions using their expertise in existing and
emerging review processes, code requirements, programs, and policy impacts.
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