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Appendix C. REGIONAL SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVES TIMELINE
The City of Portland has already adopted guidelines, established programs, and endorsed
policies to promote and expand sustainable and Green Building practices.
The City continues to show leadership in addressing the environmental health and economic
well being. The City has developed policies regarding natural resource consumption, the
acceleration of climate change, and pollution prevention.
1973

Urban Growth Boundaries—Senate Bill 100 passed by Oregon Legislature,
requiring Portland to establish urban growth boundaries.

1974

Replacement of Harbor Drive with Waterfront Park—Harbor Drive, a six-lane road
running along the west bank of the Willamette River, is removed and replaced with a
City park.

1977

Downtown Transit Mall—The Transit Mall helps revitalize downtown Portland by
improving bus access and connections and catalyzing investment in the central City.

1979

Energy Policy—Portland’s first energy policy emphasizes energy efficiency and
renewable energy.

1980

Comprehensive Plan—Portland’s comprehensive land-use plan addresses 14 goals
established by the State of Oregon, including transportation, economic development,
neighborhoods, housing, water quality, air quality, energy, and citizen involvement.
The resulting land-use policies provide a written framework for future program and
funding decisions related to urban development, as well as addressing a broad range
of urban issues.

1986

First Light-Rail Line—The initial light-rail line, the first element of what is now a 44mile system, connects Gresham, 15 miles east of downtown Portland, to the Portland
central City

1992

Recycling Plan—Curbside-recycling service is provided to all residences.

1993

Carbon Dioxide Reduction Strategy—Portland becomes the first local government
in the U.S. to adopt a plan to address global climate change.
BEST Awards—City of Portland makes inaugural BEST (Businesses for an
Environmentally Sustainable Tomorrow) Awards to businesses with significant and
unique achievements in sustainability. The intent of the BEST Awards is to showcase
innovation and commitment to sustainability.
Recycle at Work (formerly BlueWorks)—The City team of Recycling Specialists
provides recycling, waste prevention, and sustainable purchasing assistance to
Portland businesses.
Downspout Disconnection Program – Bureau of Environmental Services (BES)
provides outreach and incentives for residents of selected neighborhoods to
disconnect downspouts from the combined sewer system and to redirect roof water
to gardens and lawns.
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1994

Sustainable City Principles—City Council formally establishes its intention promote
a sustainable future that meets today’s needs without compromising the ability of
future generations to meet their needs. Specifically, it commits to:
• Support a stable, diverse and equitable economy
• Protect the quality of the air, water, land and other natural resources
• Conserve native vegetation, fish, wildlife habitat and other ecosystems
• Minimize human impacts on local and worldwide ecosystems

1996

Commercial Recycling Requirement—All businesses in Portland are required to
recycle at least 50 percent of their solid waste
Bicycle Master Plan—Created by Portland residents and City of Portland Bicycle
Program staff, the Bicycle Master Plan seeks to ensure that Portland is a bicyclefriendly city, and includes a recommended bikeway network, end-of-trip facilities,
links to transit, and educational efforts.

2000

Office of Sustainable Development (OSD)—The office was created in September
2000 by merging the Solid Waste & Recycling Division, previously part of the Bureau
of Environmental Services, with the Energy Office, which housed the City’s energy
and Green Building programs and staffed the Sustainable Development
Commission.
Green Building Policy—Portland’s initial Green Building policy required all new City
construction and major renovation projects to meet the U.S. Green Building Council’s
LEED Silver standard. In 2005, the requirement was raised to LEED Gold. In
addition, private-sector projects that receive public funding must meet LEED Silver.
Green Investment Fund—Since 2000, the Green Investment Fund has provided
financial support to more than 80 innovative building projects in Portland that
exemplify comprehensive Green Building practices.

2001

Local Action Plan on Global Warming (major revision to CO2 Reduction
Strategy)—With a goal of reducing greenhouse gas emissions to 10 percent below
1990 levels by 2010, Portland’s updated climate-protection plan identifies 150
actions to reduce carbon emissions while supporting livability and economic growth.
As of 2005, local greenhouse gas emissions were 1 percent below 1990 levels.
Portland Streetcar—The Portland Streetcar becomes the first new streetcar in the
U.S. in 50 years. More than $1 billion in development has followed the streetcar line.
Green Building Policy—Portland Development Commission approves the Green
Building Policy Guidelines that required LEED Certified for most commercial/retail
construction and three other tiered standards for tenant improvement, smaller multifamily residential, and affordable housing projects.
Rainwater Harvesting Guide – Bureau of Development Services (BDS) created
prescriptive technical assistance guide for rainwater harvesting systems to be used
in single-family homes.
Sustainable Stormwater Management Program –BES program promotes the
integration of vegetated stormwater management approaches through demonstration
projects, monitoring, policy development and education and outreach.
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2003

“ReThink Green Building” Training Series—The City of Portland launches a
Green Building training series for commercial and residential building design and
construction professionals.

2004

Rainwater Harvesting Included in Portland Plumbing Regulations—The City of
Portland Council decides to unanimously include rainwater harvesting into the City
plumbing regulations.
Clean and Healthy River Strategy –A BES comprehensive effort to create healthy
watersheds and a livable, sustainable community. It encourages environmentallyfriendly building techniques and designs to use resources efficiently and minimize
adverse impacts.

2005

Watershed Management Plan – BES plan sets criteria and recommends actions to
improve watershed health. It helps set targets and strategies for sustainable
stormwater management project implementation.
Sustainable Development Commission (SDC)—The SDC will provide expertise
and technical assistance, community connections and visibility to further the City and
County’s internal sustainability efforts. The SDC advises the City and County,
including elected officials, on priorities for making a real difference in operating
sustainably.
Processed Permitting for Innovative Building - The BDS partners with the OSD
to provide process management assistance to all Green Investment Fund grantees.
Green Building Policy—The City raises the requirement for municipal buildings to
LEED Gold and Portland Development Commission (PDC) raises it’s commercial
Green Building standard to LEED Silver.

2006

Major Projects Group & LEED Silver Minimum Requirement—The Major Projects
Group program is an innovative multi-bureau, fee-based program intended to serve
the largest and most complex development projects through the permitting and
inspection process. Selection criteria for acceptance into the program include a
project goal of LEED Silver certification or above.
Clean River Rewards Program – provides technical assistance, educational
materials and offers workshops tailored to Portland residential and commercial
ratepayers interested in managing their stormwater runoff on-site. In partnership with
BDS, they developed a simple check list of permit requirements for stormwater
facility retrofits.
Renewable Fuel Standard—Beginning in August 2007, all diesel sold in Portland is
required to be 5 percent biodiesel; beginning in November 2007, all gasoline must
contain 10 percent ethanol.

2007

Peak Oil Task Force Report—A City-appointed citizen commission, the Peak Oil
Task Force developed recommendations for how Portland should respond to the
rising costs and eventual decline in supply of oil and natural gas. The Peak Oil Task
Force Report is adopted by City Council and the City sets the goal of reducing fossil
fuel use by 50 percent in 25 years.
Green Streets Policy – City of Portland Bureau of Environmental Services policy to
promote and incorporate the use of vegetated green street facilities in public and
private development. Creates standards for stormwater management and treatment
of runoff.
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Western Climate Initiative—The Governors of Oregon, Washington, Arizona, and
New Mexico signed The Western Climate Initiative. The purpose is to reduce, on the
average, regional greenhouse gas emissions by 15 percent by the year 2020.
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