Residential Infill Project
AN UPDATE TO PORTLAND’S SINGLE-DWELLING ZONING RULES – DECEMBER 2015

Portland is growing and new houses are being built throughout the city. So the City of Portland is taking a fresh look
at the rules affecting development in single-dwelling neighborhoods to ensure that new infill housing meets the
needs of current and future residents. The Residential Infill Project will address the scale and design of new houses and
home additions, as well as determine where new houses on narrow lots would be allowed. The project will also explore
alternative housing options that could help keep housing costs down while increasing the variety of housing available
for Portlanders. See the back of this sheet for more detail about the project’s three topic areas.

Process
The project team will hold several public forums
throughout the project to solicit broad community input
and gather feedback. A Stakeholder Advisory Committee
(SAC) comprised of representatives from the building,
real estate and investment communities, together
with representatives from across Portland’s residential
neighborhoods will be formed to advise project staff.
By early 2016, staff will develop options to address identified
issues for each of the three topics. The community will
evaluate these options against defined project success
criteria. Following some refinement, these concepts will be
translated into zoning code regulations. These will be vetted
again through the public hearing and legislative process for
final adoption by early 2017.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Visit www.portlandoregon.gov/bps/infill to:
Learn more about the project, view documents and review
stakeholder discussions. You can also sign up to receive
future updates and notices of upcoming public events
and hearings.
Contact Bureau of Planning and Sustainability Staff:
Morgan Tracy, Project Manager
503-823-6879, Morgan.Tracy@portlandoregon.gov
Julia Gisler, Public Involvement,
503-823-7624, Julia.Gisler@portlandoregon.gov
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Residential Infill – Single-dwelling Development Standards
This project will focus on single-dwelling development standards. There are three primary topics under discussion: scale
of houses, narrow lot development and alternative housing options.
What’s not included? This project won’t be addressing a number of related issues, including rules for demolition/
deconstruction, historic preservation, systems development charges and fee structures, moveable homes (aka tiny
houses on wheels), or changes to community design standards.

1. Scale of houses
The single-dwelling zoning rules establish building
envelopes (or maximum size) through measurable
standards such as:
yy Maximum height limits.
yy Maximum lot coverage.
yy Minimum setbacks and yard area.
This project will explore whether these standards
should change, to what extent, and where.

2. Narrow lot development
Infill development often occurs on lots that are
narrower than the traditional development pattern,
either because of existing platting or new partitions.
This project will explore:
yy Minimum lot dimensions for new development.
yy Allowing detached vs. attached houses.
yy Height, lot coverage, setbacks and garages.

3. Alternative housing options
The cost of housing is rising along with land
values, and more people are drawn to places near
stores, parks, jobs or other amenities. This project
will explore the feasibility and appropriateness of
alternative housing options to provide more people
with access to such amenities while keeping costs
down, including:
yy Internal house conversions (creating multiple
units inside an existing house).
yy Secondary accessory dwelling units (one inside the house and one detached).
yy Cottage cluster development (multiple smaller houses on a single lot).
yy Stacked flats (units arranged on top of each other as opposed to side by side).
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