South
Portland
Riverbank
Projects

Together, these projects control invasive
vegetation, restore native plants, and improve
fish and wildlife habitat on 35 acres and more
than 7,000 feet of riverbank.
Many public, non-governmental, and private
organizations work together with citizen
volunteers on the South Portland Riverbank Projects.
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The partners

Portland Bureau of Environmental Services
Portland Parks & Recreation, City Nature Division
Lower Columbia River Estuary Partnership through Bonneville Power Administration

Before development

along the Willamette River in Portland,

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Community Based Restoration Program

numerous side channels connected the

Oregon Department of Environmental Quality - Volunteers in Action

Willamette floodplain with the main river
channel. The historic floodplain stored

Macadam Bay Club Homeowners Association

floodwaters and sediment, recharged

South Portland Neighborhood Association

groundwater and wetlands, and provided

Willamette Riverkeeper

nutrients for fish and wildlife.

Friends of Trees
Despite the area’s urbanization, the South

Community Watershed Stewardship Program

Portland Riverbank on the west side of the

Portland Audubon Society

Willamette River is one of only four remain-

Urban Greenspace Institute

ing natural areas along the river in Portland.
Restoration projects here enhance wildlife

Northwest Service Academy (AmeriCorps)

habitat and improve rearing and refuge

Port of Portland

habitat for Chinook and coho salmon,

The Nature Conservancy through Portland General Electric

steelhead trout and Pacific lamprey. These
projects demonstrate sustainable landscape

Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board

design and maintenance practices.
FishAmerica Foundation

Project activities include:

American Sportfishing Association

• Removing invasive plants
• Restoring native vegetation
• Placing large wood complexes
503-823-7740
www.portlandonline.com/bes

• Enhancing existing stream connections
• Providing opportunities for environmental
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interpretation and education

Willamette Park
swale and
habitat restoration

South Portland Riverbank Projects seven separate projects for a cleaner river:
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Miles Place
habitat restoration

Construction of a swale and native plant garden has enhanced the wildlife-rich willow mudflats of Willamette Park. Portland
Parks & Recreation (PPR) and the Portland Bureau of Environmental Services (BES) began working together on the projects in
2002. In 2006, Friends of Trees (FOT) and community volunteers began removing English ivy and Himalayan blackberry from
the riparian woodland at the south end of the park beneath the cottonwood trees. Plantings of native shrubs and
wildflowers will continue into the future. PPR City Nature Division manages this park’s natural areas with the assistance of
the volunteer South Portland Riverbank Partners (River Partners) and the BES Watershed Revegetation Program.
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Willamette Park Natural Areas - Swale/Garden and Riparian Restoration
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Miles Place Riverbank Habitat Restoration
A thin floodplain corridor of public and private lands connects Willamette Park with Butterfly Park and other natural areas
to the south. Since 2007, PPR City Nature staff and contract work crews supervised by the BES Watershed Revegetation
Program have controlled invasive species on this site. FOT and Riverbank Partners planted the area with Columbia River
willow, Douglas Spirea and perennial wildflowers to control beach erosion and add habitat function. Additional
plantings and long-term maintenance is carried out by all site partners.

Willamette
Moorage
Natural Area
restoration
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Butterfly Park and Neighborhood Nature Park - Native Plants Garden
Prairie grasses and wildflowers attract many beneficial insects, butterflies and birds to Butterfly Park. PPR designed and community volunteers planted Butterfly Park in the early 1990s as a neighborhood pocket park. The Riverbank Partners designed
and planted the adjacent Neighborhood Nature Park in 2008. The Riverbank Partners manage both sites with help from PPR.
Each garden demonstrates native plant design principles and sustainable landscape maintenance practices.
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Powers Marine
Natural Area
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Stephens Creek Confluence Habitat Enhancement Project
The Stephens Creek confluence with the Willamette River is an important off-channel refuge area for juvenile salmon
in the Willamette River. It provides critical rearing and resting habitat for native, ESA-listed Chinook and coho salmon
and steelhead trout, rainbow and cutthroat trout, and Pacific and brook lamprey. This recent habitat project:
• Removed an abandoned concrete sewer pipe
• Stabilized the streambank
• Installed large wood complexes
• Removed invasive species
• Revegetated wetland and riparian areas
• Installed interpretive signage
Construction was completed December 2008. Revegetation, maintenance and monitoring is ongoing through 2013.
South Portland Riverbank Partners continue to help maintain native plantings.

Volunteers restoring
natural habitat
Powers Marine
Natural Area
Restoration
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Willamette Moorage Natural Area Restoration
Stephens Creek passes through this natural area that surrounds the Macadam Bay Club and moorage. BES Watershed
Revegetation Program contract crews removed Himalayan blackberries and other invasive species growing beneath
cottonwood and willow trees. FOT and the Riverbank Partners plant trees, shrubs and wildflowers on the riverfront.
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Powers Marine Natural Area Large Wood Installation Project
Placing large wood along the riverbank in Powers Marine Park improved the amount and quality of rearing and refuge
habitat for native salmon, steelhead and lamprey. Each of the three large wood complexes has a different design and is
placed at a different elevation along the river’s edge.
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Powers Marine Natural Area Restoration
Powers Marine Park is a narrow 14-acre area of black cottonwood floodplain forest that extends south for almost a mile
from the Sellwood Bridge to the Portland city limits. BES contract work crews removed laurel, holly, ivy, clematis, Himalayan
blackberry, and reed canarygrass. The Riverbank Partners planted native trees, shrubs and forbs. Restoration of the floodplain forest improves terrestrial and shallow water salmon habitat.

