working for clean rivers
Stormwater runoff can
impact water quality
in rivers and streams.
Portland uses green
streets, ecoroofs,

Portland Community College
Stormwater Education Plaza

trees and other green

after

infrastructure to increase
sewer system efficiency,
and protect water
quality, public health,
and the environment.
Green infrastructure
keeps stormwater out
of the sewer system,
filters pollutants,
provides habitat and
increases neighborhood
green space for
healthier watersheds.

Portland Community
College (PCC) worked with
Environmental Services to create
an educational stormwater
project at PCC’s Central Campus,
the CLIMB Center. Stormwater
runoff from the CLIMB Center’s
5,200-square-foot roof cascades
over a concrete and steel slab
waterfall into a rain garden.
Runoff from 3,000 square feet
of the adjacent street enters the
rain garden after flowing under
a steel grate that crosses the
sidewalk. Stormwater that enters
the rain garden soaks into the
ground. In a very large rainstorm,
excess water flows back into a
catch basin in the street.

Dan Saltzman, Commissioner
Dean Marriott, Director

The kiosk in the plaza describes
methods of sustainably
managing stormwater runoff.
The kiosk is covered with an

before
The PCC Stormwater Education Plaza’s (above)
sustainable stormwater management features
include the kiosk’s ecoroof and disconnected
downspout that allows roof runoff to cascade
over a concrete and steel slab waterfall into
a rain garden (below).

after

ecoroof, a vegetated roof system that absorbs
rain and reduces stormwater runoff.
Portland artist Linda Wysong created the
six-foot steel sculpture titled Eye River.
The historic log dogs, six-inch steel spikes
used by the lumber industry to bind log rafts
together, inspire the design.
TS Construction Management donated
labor to construct the kiosk. Students from
Portland Community College constructed
and welded the steel base of the kiosk as part
of their curriculum. Builders used wood that
Historic
Beam Development salvaged and donated
log dog
from the redevelopment of several
100-year-old warehouses in the Central Eastside
Industrial District for benches along the kiosk. Teufel
Landscape and Tremco Roofing donated materials
used to construct the kiosk ecoroof.

Eye River by Portland artist Linda Wysong was inspired by
log dogs once used to bind log rafts together.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Contact Alice Coker at 503-823-7914 or
alice.coker@portlandoregon.gov.

Partial funding for the project came from an
Environmental Protection Agency Innovative Wet
Weather Program grant.
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The PCC rain garden and stormwater plaza are part
of the SE Clay Green Street Project – Route to the River.
The Clay green street project has several benefits:
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• Enhances Clay Street from SE 12th Avenue to
SE Water Avenue with stormwater management and
improved pedestrian, bicycle and motorist safety
• Creates an urban greenway that connects business
districts, neighborhoods and parks
• Provides a safer connection between
Portland’s inner east side neighborhoods and
the Willamette River
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