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Community Watershed Stewardship Program
The Community Watershed Stewardship
Program (CWSP) is a partnership between
Portland’s Bureau of Environmental
Services and Portland State University
(PSU). The program awards grants of up to
$10,000 to community groups and
residents to improve the health of Portland
watersheds.
CWSP fosters partnerships between
individuals, groups, business, government
agencies, and educational institutions; and
provides technical as well as financial
support and training to community groups
that improve watershed health.
This report describes CWSP and partner
activities for the fiscal year beginning July
1, 2011 and ending June 30, 2012. CWSP
disbursed $83,325 for projects. These
funds were matched by $311,198 in
community support through donations of
services, materials, and volunteer time.
1,290 volunteers contributed 7,923 hours
to plant 10,775 native plants, improve
346,700 square feet of upland and riparian
areas, and manage stormwater for 25,773
square feet.

Grants
CWSP grants empower community groups
and residents to get involved in watershed
improvement projects and help leverage
community resources to expand
stewardship efforts. Since 1995, CWSP has
distributed over $876,000 to 213 projects.
Grant recipients use funds for native
plants, materials, tools, and services for

community‐based watershed projects in
the City of Portland. The CWSP grant
application is released in the winter each
year and is due in spring. Proposals are
considered in a competitive process. Award
announcements are then made for project
funding available July through the following
June.
CWSP also provides opportunities for
private landowners and community groups
to become involved in stewardship
opportunities through the Mini Grants
program, designed to kick‐start small scale
restoration and enhancement projects.
This program awards gift certificates of up
to $300 to community groups and $50 to
private landowners for the purchase of
native plants. In the 2011‐2012 fiscal year,
CWSP awarded $3,200 in Mini Grants to 13
projects.
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Planning Assistance
CWSP provides project planning assistance,
identifies resources, and introduces new
partners. We also connect groups with
technical specialists and guide them in
securing approvals and permits from
landowners or other city agencies.
The CWSP program assists and funds
projects that offer immediate watershed
health benefits and that build further
community capacity and interest in
watershed stewardship.

Partnering with
Underrepresented
Communities
In 2009, City Commissioner Dan Saltzman’s
office called on CWSP to involve
traditionally underserved groups in
watershed stewardship. The
Commissioner’s office began working with
CWSP to increase the equitable distribution
of program resources and outcomes.
In 2009 ‐2010, CWSP identified areas of the
city with a historic lack of program funding.
CWSP targeted community outreach to
those areas, encouraged grant applicants
to consider social equity in developing their
projects, and revised the project evaluation
process to include social equity. The CWSP
equity focus continued in 2011 ‐2012.
CWSP targeted project planning assistance,
technical assistance, and partnership
assistance to groups and geographies
identified as underserved. CWSP partnered
with the Portland Office of Human
Relations and Neighborhood Coalition
community organizers to connect with
local community groups that would be
interested in CWSP grants. In addition, new

members with equity experience were
added to the selection committee.
The number of proposals in fiscal year

CWSP will continue its partnership with the
Portland Office of Human Relations to
increase the involvement by
underrepresented communities
in the next grant cycle.
2011/2012 and the number of successful
grantees from underrepresented groups
increased from 2010. 2011‐2012 saw even
more positive outcomes that built on
previous program improvements. The
CWSP grant application encouraged
applicants to involve underrepresented
groups in leadership, project planning and
implementation roles. CWSP increased the
allowable compensation for youth
participating in CWSP grants. The change
aligns CWSP funding guidelines with the
goals of leadership development and skills
training programs serving youth from
underrepresented communities.
In January 2012, CWSP welcomed a new
equity outreach team member from
Portland State University. PSU graduate
students will identify and reach out to
underrepresented community groups that
might be interested in satisfying
community goals and watershed goals
simultaneously by doing small projects like
the ones we fund. PSU graduate students
are helping them get the resources needed
for success. Their work has also revealed
that CWSP still has progress to make in
involving underrepresented groups in
leadership project roles.

City of Portland Environmental Services Community Watershed Stewardship Program
Annual Report FY 2011‐2012

2

2011‐2012 CWSP Grant Projects
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PROJECT NAME
Wilkes Creek Natural Area Stewardship and Outreach
Force Lake Education, Restoration, and Enhancement
Heart of Wisdom Rain Garden
Eastminster Community Garden
Tryon Creek Restoration Mentors
Our Happy Block’s Watershed Project
Groundwork Portland Green Team
Freshwater Mussels in Urban Streams
Depave Escuela Viva Play Lot
IRCO Intergenerational Community Garden
Bridger School Water Garden
St David's Stormwater Solutions Gardens
Grout Elementary Rain Garden
Mt. Tabor Middle School Green Street Maintenance
Gateway GREEN‐IT Events

AMOUNT
$3,997
$5,048
$1,294
$6,701
$6,920
$7,398
$5,000
$5,000
$9,998
$8,102
$5,783
$1,116
$9,635
$3,132
$4,200

Grand Total

$83,325
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Wilkes Creek Natural Area Stewardship and Outreach
Project Location
Watershed
CWSP funding
Matching funding
People involved
Total volunteer hours
Number of workshops or events
Native plants installed
Sq. Ft Riparian/upland area enhanced
Linear feet of stream enhanced
Pounds of trash removed
The Columbia Slough Watershed Council
(CSWC) partnered with the Wilkes
Community Group and other organizations
to clean up, remove invasives, and plant
natives at the Wilkes Creek Natural Area, a
two‐acre restored riparian woodland nestled
in the green space‐deficient Wilkes
Neighborhood. CWSP funding was used to
publicize, host, and document stewardship
events onsite. Community volunteers and
Multnomah County Community Service
members attended four restoration work
days organized by SOLVE and the Riverview
Homeowners Association. Volunteers
removed trash and invasive species and
planted 637 trees and shrubs, 200 slough

Wilkes Natural Area 15418 NE Beach St
Columbia Slough
$3,997
$4,663
52
158
4
637
87,000
600
100
sedge plugs, and two pounds of a native
herbaceous seed mix.
Portland Community Media’s (PCM) Youth
Media Club filmed a documentary about the
Columbia Slough watershed and used
highlights of the Wilkes Creek restoration
project as an example of community
stewardship. The documentary aired on
PCM’s TV channel and was uploaded for
public viewing on the CSWC’s website,
Facebook, and YouTube. The documentary
will continue to be used as a community
education tool through showings at
neighborhood association meetings,
community workshops, and CSWC events.
In addition to physical ecological benefits of
these stewardship activities, the CSWC
reported that this project helped strengthen
the connection between local community
members and their green spaces. They are
pleased to note that the Wilkes Community
Group is now in the process of forming a
Friends of Wilkes Park group that will
continue to advocate and act for the
environmental health of this natural area.
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Force Lake Education, Restoration, and Enhancement
Project Location
Watershed
CWSP funding
Matching funding
People involved
Total volunteer hours
Number of workshops or events
Native plants installed
Sq. Ft Riparian/upland area enhanced
Trees Caged

Force Lake, Victory Blvd & Force Ave
Columbia Slough
$ 5,048
$16,548
471
701
17
540
21,000
51

Friends of Force Lake is a new local
stewardship group that aims to “provide
long‐term maintenance and continued
community involvement in the life and
health of the lake.” Friends of Force Lake
held three successful cleanup events in
partnership with SOLVE, the Columbia Slough
Watershed Council and Portland Parks &
Recreation. Seventy volunteers picked up
approximately two tons of garbage from in
and around the lake, planted 540 native
trees and shrubs, and caged 51 trees to
protect them from beaver damage.
Volunteers cleared 21,000 square feet of
invasive Himalayan blackberries from the
south side of the lake. Students from the
Multnomah Youth Cooperative assisted with
native species planting and tree caging.
Student volunteers from the Moreau Center
for service and leadership at the University of
Portland spread mulch around the plants.
Friends of Force Lake conducted outreach at
two Kenton Street Fairs and Kenton
Neighborhood Association general meetings,
the St. Johns Bazaar and Overlook
Neighborhood Festival.
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Heart of Wisdom Rain Garden
Project Location
Watershed
CWSP funding
Matching funding
People involved
Total volunteer hours
Number of workshops or events
Native plants installed
Downspouts Disconnected

Heart of Wisdom Temple, 6401 NE 10th Ave
Columbia Slough
$1,294
$2,429
62
143
5
20
4

The members, families, and friends of Zen
Community of Oregon disconnected the
four downspouts of their large building and
built two rain gardens to control the flow
of water from the roof. Previously, water
had been flowing down the sidewalk, into
storm drains and into the building.
Rainwater from the roof is now diverted to
the rain gardens. The gardens are planted
with native plants, which provide habitat
for birds and insects.
Building the rain gardens helped the group
give people a better understanding of
working together as a community and how
a small organization can help make an
impact on a larger problem.
The project exposed the wider community
to the idea of disconnecting downspouts
and building rain gardens. Interest grew as
the project took shape. They spoke with
both members and neighbors about the
project, held a garden party, posted an

informational sign and are working on
literature for children about rain gardens.
As a result, a watershed stewardship
community has been fostered at Heart of
Wisdom. The Temple has a monitoring and
maintenance plan for the rain garden and
watershed stewardship is being formally
discussed by the grounds committee.
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Eastminster Community Garden
Project Location
Watershed
CWSP funding
Matching funding
People involved
Total volunteer hours
Number of workshops or events
Sq. Ft Riparian/upland area enhanced
Locations with signs
Number of outreach materials

Eastminster Church, 12505 SE Halsey Ave
Columbia Slough
$6,701
$33,100
21
50
2
25,000 sq ft
1
3

Grow Portland, in partnership with the
Eastminster Presbyterian Church, built a
100‐plot garden to serve the residents of
outer northeast Portland. The garden is
located at 125th Avenue and Halsey Street,
which is a diverse area of the city that has
few community gardens and a substantial
amount of rental housing. The garden is
providing neighborhood residents the
opportunity to grow nutritious food for
themselves and their families. The
community garden was constructed in
summer and fall 2011 and enrollment for
the garden began in spring 2012. This
urban garden is now providing a unique
chance for participants to learn from
gardeners with diverse backgrounds.
The Eastminster Community Garden
currently includes families from Myanmar,
Laos, and Ukraine, as well as longtime
residents of northeast Portland. Several
non‐profit groups, including Portland
Rescue Mission, are also participating in
the garden to feed those who are food
insecure.
Their preliminary observations show that
participants in the garden are gaining more

food independence, an opportunity to
exercise regularly, and a deeper connection
to their natural environment and their
food. The community garden itself is
achieving an environmental goal of
enriching the soil and allowing rain to soak
into the ground.
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Tryon Creek Restoration Mentors
Project Location

Multiple Locations

Watershed
CWSP funding
Matching funding
People involved
Total volunteer hours
Number of workshops or events
Native plants installed
Sq. ft. riparian/upland area enhanced
Linear feet of steam enhanced
Number of outreach postcards distributed

Tryon Creek
$6,920
$25,900
170
510
8
7,000
200,000
2,000
900

This project was a continuation of the
Tryon Creek Watershed Council’s
watershed restoration mentor program.
Volunteer mentors trained by TCWC and
partner staff work with landowners to
develop restoration plans for their
properties that are in riparian zones or are
adjacent to green space.
Support was provided to the landowners,
ranging from supplying native plants to
work crews helping remove invasive
species. In the past year, TCWC provided
plants to 20 landowners in the Tryon creek
watershed, developed four into larger
projects with neighboring properties, and
provided crew assistance to seven sites.

The benefits of the project have been
numerous. Riparian habitat in the yards of
25 landowners in the Tryon Creek
Watershed has been improved through
control of invasive species and native plant
installation. Residents became more
involved in the neighborhood community.
Mentors, landowners, neighbors and
volunteer work crews built their knowledge
and skills, particularly in the areas of site
evaluation and restoration planning.
The project had support from a long list of
partners, including
 The West Multnomah Soil and Water
Conservation District
 The Cascade Education Corps
 The Southwest Watershed Resource
Center
 The Tryon Creek Watershed Council,
 Hands on Greater Portland
 Lewis and Clark College
 The Jewish Federation
 The University of Portland
 The Tryon Creek State Natural Area
 Friends of Tryon Creek
 The City of Portland parks
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Our Happy Block’s Watershed Project
Project Location

Calvary Church, 8048 SE Martin

Watershed
CWSP funding
Matching funding
People involved
Total volunteer hours
Number of workshops or events
Gallons of Stormwater diverted from sewer system
Sq. ft. depaved and planted
Number of media features

Johnson Creek
$7,398
$19,850
75
1095
10
379,000
4,300
9

Our Happy Block Coalition is a group of
neighbors, organizations, and businesses
surrounding the Calvary Church in the Mt.
Scott‐Arleta neighborhood that came
together for this project.
With supporting grants from CWSP, PDC,
SE Uplift, and EMSCWD, the volunteer
group conducted a large‐scale depaving of
the parking lot; re‐planted the area with an
extensive native plant garden and 30 new
street trees; and created a bright mural
(illuminated at night) celebrating the spirit
and transformation of their corner of the
neighborhood.
CWSP funds enabled OHB to implement
landscaping, irrigation, and mulch for the
newly depaved 4,300 square feet of land.
The project prevents 379,000 gallons of
stormwater from entering the sewer
system annually.
The planting and care of the native plant
gardens has attracted hundreds of
volunteers to work parties at the site,
inspired neighbors to plant native gardens
of their own, and created a profound sense
of community pride and identity. Crime in

the area has dropped significantly, with a
reported 57% decrease in police calls since
work on the project began. Our Happy
Block has engaged the community in
creating huge benefits for both watershed
health and livability.
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Groundwork Portland Green Team
Project Location
Watershed
CWSP funding
Matching funding
People involved
Total volunteer hours
Number of workshops or events
Linear Feet of Stream enhanced
Sq. Ft Riparian/upland area enhanced
Square feet impervious area treated
Number of outreach materials

Multiple Locations
Willamette, Johnson Creek, Columbia Slough
$5,000
$56,650
59
784
15
30
2,000
900
3

Groundwork
Portland engaged 38
diverse youth and
young adults
through two Green
Teams. The Green
Teams learned
about
environmental
justice, watershed
restoration, and
brownfield remediation by participating in
educational tours, classroom lessons, and
hands on work.
Youth contributed to improving community
spaces and learning about watersheds by
removing invasive plants and trash from
around Veteran’s Creek, excavating and
adding artwork to a bioswale at Escuela Viva
School, building garden infrastructure at
Emerson Street Garden, building split rail
fence at Oaks Bottom Natural Area, and
touring the Willamette River Superfund Area
by canoe.

“This project helped Groundwork Portland
fulfill its strategic plan, and to expand its
work and partnerships to support the
enhancement of youth job skills, leadership,
education in environmental justice,
watershed restoration, and brownfields. “
-- Executive Director of Groundwork Portland

Seventeen African American young men and
three young women, ages 16‐20, made up
the Youth and Young Adults Being Connected
(Y2ABC) Green Team. Eighteen low‐income,
diverse young women, ages 17‐24, joined the
Oregon Tradeswomen, Inc. Green Team
Work Crew.
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Freshwater Mussels in Urban Streams
Project Location

Multiple Locations

Watershed
CWSP funding
Matching funding
People involved
Total volunteer hours
Number of workshops or events
Media Features

Fanno Creek, Tryon Creek, Johnson Creek
$5,000
$35,121
160
533
16
2

The Xerces Society began a freshwater
mussel monitoring and education program
in the Johnson Creek, Fanno Creek and
Tryon Creek watersheds. Volunteers
received training in monitoring protocol,
and education on the value of mussels to
stream health and relevance of mussels as
a stream health indicator.

While many volunteer monitoring efforts
provide valuable education experiences to
participants, the Xerces Mussel Monitoring
Program distinguishes itself, providing
valuable baseline condition data to
watershed managers in critical locations
where restoration projects are about to
occur, including Veteran’s Creek, Crystal
Springs Creek, and Johnson Lake.
Xerces will continue the program with
support from several community partners.
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Depave Escuela Viva School
Project Location
Watershed
CWSP funding
Matching funding
People involved
Total volunteer hours
Number of workshops or events
Native plants installed
Square feet of impervious area managed
Locations with signs
Number of outreach materials

Escuela Viva School, SE 11th and Pine
Willamette
$9,998
$15,535
118
716
2
275
3,500
2
2

Depave removed 4,600 square feet of
asphalt from the Escuela Viva School’s play
space. Nearly all of the asphalt was
removed by volunteers, who dedicated
their Saturday in early August to start
transforming the site. A contractor was
then hired to remove some remaining thick
areas of pavement and all the underlying
gravel from the area. Parents, students,
teachers and Depave volunteers showed
up once again in September to plant over
275 plants, trees, shrubs, and to create a
lawn area and a large bioswale encircling
the storm drain.
Between depaving and planting many
dedicated parents and depavers worked on
over a dozen week and weekend days to
prepare the site for the garden elements.
Prior to this project, the play lot added
roughly 234,000 gallons of stormwater to
the city’s storm drain each year. The
depaved areas will now be able to capture
roughly 80% of that water on site. Once
additional funds are raised in 2012 for an
asphalt berm, nearly all of the rainwater
will be captured and infiltrated on site.
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IRCO Intergenerational Community Garden
Project Location
Watershed
CWSP funding
Matching funding
Native plants installed
Total volunteer hours
The Immigrant and Refugee Community
Center (IRCO) created an intergenerational
community garden at the East Portland
Community Center. They partnered with a
variety of groups including Verde NW,
Independence Gardens, the Portland
Trailblazers, the Gresham Adopt a
Grandparent Program, Cherry Blossom
Loaves and Fishes, Willamette Lodge #24 of
the International Association of Machinists
and Aerospace Workers, and Portland
Parks and Recreation.

East Portland Community Center
Willamette
$8,102
$2,625
150
105
IRCO is working closely with the Adopt a
Grandparent program to bring small groups
of high school students and community
elders together for a 7 week class.
One of the main goals of the class is to
have students and elders learn from each
other and also learn about the Willamette
watershed area, and native plants.
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Bridger School Water Garden
Project Location

Bridger School, 7910 SE Market Street

Watershed
CWSP funding
Matching funding
People involved
Total volunteer hours
Number of workshops or events
Native plants installed
Sq. Ft Riparian/upland area enhanced
Downspouts disconnected
Number of outreach materials

Willamette
$5,783
$31,000
310
425
15
900
2,000
3
5

The Bridger
Water Garden
has been a ten‐
year effort that
was completed
this year with
the assistance of
CWSP funds.
Together with
parent, student,
teacher, and
professional
volunteers, a
paved parking
lot was converted into a 2,000‐sqare foot
teaching rain garden that collects water
diverted from roof downspouts.
Nearly every student in the school had a
chance to plant native plugs during garden
replanting days. Parent volunteers with
professional skills donated expertise in
environmental restoration and graphic
design for the construction of the rain garden
and construction of an informational sign

“While there are many benefits of this
project, the psychological lift for the
community has been the most notable thus
far….Bridger has been considered by some to
be a neglected school where good things get
started but then abandoned…The completion
of this project has reinvigorated our
community and solidified our new, growing
reputation as an up and coming school that
has a dedicated parent base.”
-- Nicole Vulcan, Parent Volunteer

kiosk. The Oregon Landscape Contractor’s
Association contributed a day of service
(complete with heavy equipment) to
accomplish some of the earth‐moving tasks.
Over 15 work parties were held to create this
new centerpiece of Bridger School, which
serves as both a living science laboratory and
natural play space for the children.
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St. David’s Stormwater Solutions Gardens
Project Location

2800 SE Harrison

Watershed
CWSP funding
Matching funding
People involved
Total volunteer hours
Number of workshops or events
Sq. Ft. Treated by stormwater feature

Willamette
$1,116
$3,600
Approximately 90
Approximately 180
Approximately 4
5,275

St. David’s improved stormwater
management by reducing runoff, increasing
ground infiltration rates, and diverting
rainwater from city sewers. The church
group accomplished this by building three
rain gardens that together manage runoff
from 5,275 square feet of roof.
The rain gardens were planted with native
and edible plants. They also installed a dry
creek bed swale to allow for overflow,
divert additional rainwater from sewers
and improve an eroding slope.
The project involved the wider community,
including partnerships with the Southeast
Portland Tool Library, City Repair,
Transition PDX, Hosford‐Abernethy
Neighborhood Development, and local
permaculture designers and organizations.
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Grout School Rain Garden
Project Location

Grout School, SE 32nd & Holgate

Watershed
CWSP funding
Matching funding
People involved
Total volunteer hours
Number of workshops or events
Native plants installed
Sq. ft. treated by sustainable stormwater feature
Number downspouts disconnected
Number of locations with signs

Willamette
$9,635
$26,850
82
1430
5
900
1,800
2
2

The Grout Elementary School PTA built a
100 foot by 20 foot rain garden in the field
next to a paved outdoor children’s play
area. Small berms and concrete cuttings
were placed to divert stormwater runoff
from the adjacent, paved play area and
covered play structure.
The naturalized rain garden ‐ which
contains large boulders, logs, and a variety
of native plants ‐ consists of three
successive levels through which the
diverted stormwater runoff flows.
Contractors donated time and heavy
equipment at‐cost or at deeply discounted
rates while parent and teacher volunteers
worked on garden planting and ongoing
maintenance.
The school also created an educational
curriculum to complement the rain garden.
Three outdoor classroom kits were created
so that teachers could bring their students
out to the garden for hands‐on learning.
Laminated signs depicting bioswale
structures and functions were made for
each classroom.

Today, students interact with the garden
daily as they sit on its boulders and logs
and hop along its stone paths. The design
ensures that the rain garden will be a
hands‐on source of learning, beauty, and
stormwater management for years to
come.
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Mt Tabor School Stormwater Education
Project Location

Mt Tabor School, 5800 SE Ash

Watershed
CWSP funding
Matching funding
People involved
Total volunteer hours

Willamette
$3,132
$3,370
85
190

Mt. Tabor School developed a stormwater
lab and activity manual and a set of
stormwater bioretention facility (SBF)
maintenance practices for students. The
manual includes hands‐on soil, water, and
plant property labs and activities that
directly relate to stormwater stewardship.
Pre‐ and post‐assessments showed that
ecological knowledge and behavior was
significantly improved.
The SBF maintenance practices included
assessing which trash collection and
weeding protocols were most successful.
This was determined by measuring the
number of trash items per area and the
percentage of weed cover.
Through this project, 75 Mt. Tabor School
students increased their awareness and
knowledge of stormwater issues. After the
success they had at Mt. Tabor School, they
will be trying to develop this program in all
of the middle and high schools that are
within a 15 minute walk of stormwater
facilities. The added maintenance will save
Schools.

the city money and greatly increase public
awareness and maintenance of SBFs.
Partners on this project included Portland
State University, Environmental Services
and Portland Public

City of Portland Environmental Services Community Watershed Stewardship Program
Annual Report FY 2011‐2012

17

Gateway Green‐It Events
Project Location

Gateway Green, I‐205 and I‐84 Interchange

Watershed
CWSP funding
Matching funding
People involved
Total volunteer hours
Number of workshops or events
Trees measured and mapped
Trees freed from ivy
Bags of trash removed

Columbia Slough and Willamette
$4,200
$33,957
158
532
10
90
250
75

Friends of Gateway Green offered monthly
stewardship activities at the Gateway
Green site ‐ the area between I‐84 and I‐
205 just east of Rocky Butte. The primary
goal was to provide ecological and
watershed education to the public,
focusing on existing and potential natural
resources and functions of Gateway Green.
The other goal was to collect data on
Gateway Green natural resources to inform
planning for future improvements.
Two graduate student interns organized
the ten events. Participants helped prepare
the site for future habitat enhancement
and recreational development.
One of the first events was Click‐It, a
photographic site survey done by
photographers of all experience levels in
the community.

annual effort to halt the aggressive ivy,
which smothers native plants, causes
erosion and decreases overall ecosystem
biodiversity.
Later, to celebrate Earth Day, Friends of
Gateway Green organized volunteers to
participate in Remove‐It. They protected
and preserved native habitat through trash
and debris removal.
The Audubon Society of Portland partnered
with Friends of Gateway Green to lead
Count‐It. This event brought people
together to learn about birds living in the
area and conduct wildlife inventories.
Other events included identifying and
mapping significant trees at Map‐It, tree
planting with Friends of Trees on a nearby
path at Plant‐It, and a geological tour at
Ground‐It.

Volunteers worked together to remove
invasive species, including English ivy, at an
event called Pull‐It. This was part of the
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Program Measurements
2011 ‐
2012

Program Total:
1995 ‐ 2012

CWSP funding

$83,325

$876,679

Matching funding

$311,198

$3,673,355

People involved

1,290

43,052

Total volunteer hours

7,743

333,164

Student volunteer hours

1,155

225,936

Adult volunteer hours

4,435

72,367

Professional volunteer hours

2,243

29,469

Number of workshops or events

116

1,412

Number of Number of media features

19

284

Number of locations with permanent signs

12

325

Natives planted

10,757

146,649

Natural area enhanced (square feet)

346,700

3,147,047

Stream enhanced (linear feet)

2,630

54,836

Area treated by ecoroof or stormwater feature (square feet)

25,773

312,779

9

65

Downspouts Disconnected
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Native Plant Mini Grants
The Community Watershed Stewardship Program awards gift certificates for native plants to
help start or maintain projects beneficial to Portland watersheds. In fiscal year 2011‐2012,
CWSP awarded 13 Mini Grants totaling $3,200. Native plants benefit Portland’s watersheds by
providing wildlife habitat and food, shading waterways, controlling erosion, and retaining and
cleaning stormwater.

Watershed
Willamette River
Fanno Creek & Tryon Creek
Johnson Creek
Columbia Slough
Mini Grant Program Total

Willamette River
Peninsula Children’s Center
$300
Volunteers from the Junior League of
Portland created a rain garden to manage
stormwater at Peninsula Children’s center.
Beach Elementary School
$300
Beach Elementary School created a native
plant area next to a new set of benches that
children sit on near their playing field.
Volunteers planted the garden on Earth Day.
New Day School
$300
School instructors, parents, and children
created a native plant garden to improve
their play area and permaculture food
garden. Instructor Suzanne Stone wrote that,
“developing a relationship with our
Northwest native plants translates into
creating strong stewards for the earth.”
Portland Audubon

$300

An aspiring Eagle Scout group organized volunteers
to remove English ivy from a one‐acre area

Number of grants
awarded

Total amount
awarded

4
4
2
3
13

$ 1200
$ 700
$ 400
$ 900
$ 3,200

surrounding the Portland Audubon Center in Forest
Park. They organized a separate follow‐up event to
restore native plants to the area.

Fanno Creek & Tryon Creek
Friends of Tryon Creek State Park
$300
Friends of Tryon Creek state Park removed
Himalayan blackberry bushes from multiple
park locations, and restored native plants.
Pendleton Creek Resident
$50
A southwest Portland resident worked with
neighbors to restore a stream bank on his
property.
Woods Creek Resident
$50
A resident and neighbors continued a multi‐
year project of collaborative streamside
stewardship work.
St Luke’s Church
$300
Volunteers at St Luke’s Church carry on the
tradition of stewarding the natural landscape
next to their church property near Vermont
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Creek. Now they are pursuing Backyard
Habitat Certification from Columbia Land
Trust.

Columbia Slough
Hacienda CDC
$300
Residents at Los Jardines de la Paz apartments
created a native plant garden to complement
their courtyard vegetable garden. The native
plants will attract pollinators, educate the
resident community about native plants, and
beautify the area. Edible plants were a large
component of this project.

Johnson Creek
Birthingway Midwifery College
$300
Instructors and students created a large
native medicinal plant garden and vegetable
garden that will be used to teach place‐based
lessons in nutrition and herbal medicine.
Lynch View Elementary School
$100
Volunteers at Lynch View Elementary School
put a native plant garden in their courtyard.
Gardening was part of a string of volunteer
activities to improve the courtyards.

$300
Vernon School and Faubian School
Vernon and Faubian Schools are making
improvements to their native plant gardens.
They are focusing on planting native plants
that Lewis and Clark documented as they
passed through the Portland area, and using
the garden as a natural history learning tool.
Seeds of Understanding Garden

$300

Volunteers from “River Rally,” an international
conference of people working for water
preservation, got hands‐on experience in
creating a native plant bioswale/rain garden
through this project. The garden was designed to
reduce the amount of site water usage and
collect on‐site water runoff.
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Portland State University:
Master of Urban and Regional Planning Program
In partnership with Portland State University (PSU), two graduate students ‐ Garrett Phillips
and Rebecca Hamilton ‐ worked on behalf of Environmental Services to manage the grants
program. Rowan Steele completed his work at BES assisting the Crystal Springs Partnership in
late 2011. Cameron Herrington joined the CWSP team, examined CWSP’s equity efforts to
date, and built new partnerships to involve underrepresented communities in watershed
stewardship.
The goal of PSU collaboration is to create opportunities for community members to improve
watershed health. PSU student efforts and accomplishments for the 2011‐2012 fiscal year
include:
community projects in Powellhurst
Gilbert and Lents Neighborhoods and
attended Powellhurst Gilbert NA
Greening Committee meeting.

Outreach Efforts


Updated the Grant Application with new
sections that include potential partners
and resources.



Collaborated with Neighborhood
Coalition staff to reach potential
stewardship groups, and to communicate
with them effectively



Represented CWSP at the East Portland
Expo East Portland Sunday Parkways,
Groundwork Portland 1st anniversary
party, and a Foster Green EcoDistrict
Meeting.



Reached out directly to project
coordinators and organizers of 10
organizations and 9 East Portland
Neighborhood Associations.



Provided some info or support to 13
other organizations in non‐target
outreach areas.



Met with or provided extensive support
to 19 project coordinators considering a
CWSP grant proposal



Attended Powellhurst Gilbert NA/
Audubon Society bike ride to identify



Helped one community group negotiate a
successful partnership with other BES
offices, for community improvements to
public stormwater facilities.



Connected an elementary school with
pro‐bono professional design
visualization services.



Partnered with Office of Equity and
Bureau of Planning and Sustainability to
explore greening and stewardship
opportunities at east side apartment
complexes.



Held three CWSP Grant Workshops.



Performed analysis of equity outcomes of
past grant selection processes.

Grantee Support


Assisted Loaves and Fishes/IRCO with
securing project approvals and with
getting free professional design expertise

City of Portland Environmental Services Community Watershed Stewardship Program
Annual Report FY 2011‐2012

22

surrounding community, the Johnson
Creek watershed group at Environmental
Services, and the PSU Neighborhoods and
Watershed Capstone course which
resulted in a student produced video,
presentation, and conservation flyer.

and discounted material and supply
resources.


Connected Groundwork Portland with
stewardship event opportunities at other
grantee project sites, and with City of
Portland natural area managers.
Connected Groundwork with Jennifer
Antak for Veteran’s Creek Stewardship
work and water sampling.



Participated in leading two Groundwork
Portland field trips.



Advised Groundwork Portland on grant
programs to pursue; assisted writing
2012 grant proposals and securing
commitments for summer 2012 tour and
work‐party partners.



Organized and facilitated Crystal Springs
Community Workshop (attended by 45
community members) to encourage
community natural resource dialogue
and generate enthusiasm for multi‐
pronged, community‐driven, watershed
restoration effort.



Created a video of Crystal Springs Oral
Histories:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eXxH
fZTpQog&feature=youtu.be



Provided stormwater facility design and
permitting assistance to Grout School
PTA, Heart of Wisdom Zen Temple, St
David’s Church, and Bridger PTA.





Created Oral Histories trifold brochure
and interactive timeline of Crystal Springs
watershed, and hosted work party in
Reed Canyon and Union Manor.

Connected Bridger PTA with pro‐bono
professional landscape contractors.





Helped develop organizational branding:
logo, tag line, color family, group name.

Changed the grant funding structure to
align with underrepresented community
goals, increasing the allowable
compensation for participating youth.



Recruited individuals to the CSCCP
(including past capstone students) and
increased mailing list to 47 people.



Tabled at several community events
(including Westmoreland and Sellwood
Farmers Market) to do watershed art and
talk about Crystal Springs.

Campus Connections


Made connections between Friends of
Crystal Springs Creek and the
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The City of Portland complies with all non-discrimination laws
including Title VI (Civil Rights) and Title II (ADA). To request a translation,
accommodation or additional information, please call 503-823-7740,
or use City TTY 503-823-6868, or Oregon Relay Service: 711.
WS 1447

