Slabtown Sewer
Replacement Project
The Bureau of
Environmental Services
works with Portland
residents and businesses
to protect water quality,
public health, and the
environment through
wastewater collection
and treatment, sewer
construction and
maintenance, stormwater
management, and
stream and
watershed restoration.
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Slabtown Sewer Replacement Project
PLANNED WORK AREAS
Check the map below to see where work will occur. Construction is anticipated
to begin this fall and take about 18 months to complete. This project will install
new sewer mainline pipes to accommodate current and future needs. It also will
replace the sewer connections between the mainline sewer and private properties
(we call these laterals). The City’s contractor also will replace stormwater inlets and
repair more than 40 manholes.
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We’ve had an
important change
in project scope
This project overlaps in
part with boundaries
of a Portland Bureau of
Transportation (PBOT)
Local Improvement
District project,
which will take place
on NW Thurman and
NW Savier streets
between NW 19th
and NW 21st avenues
(see map). PBOT will
construct that portion
of the sewer project,
and the schedule
may be different from
Environmental Services
work. Separating the
two project schedules
will allow for adequate
staging areas and better
safety for the public and
our work crews.

*Portland Bureau of Transportation

Construction Methods

Using results from our field survey data and
conversations with you, Environmental Services
has selected trenchless and open trench excavation
methods for this project.
Trenchless Method
Crews will dig two access pits and insert a guide head
into the existing sewer line. This method minimizes
damage to pavement. The machine’s guide head
breaks the old pipe apart and pulls the new pipe
into place behind it. Construction crews retrieve the
bursting head from a second access pit.

Open Trench Excavation
Open trench excavation is the traditional and most
common method of sewer construction, repair or
replacement. Open trench excavation consists of
excavating down to and exposing the existing pipe so
that it can be repaired or replaced, then backfilling
the trench.
Learn more about these methods at

www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/methods.

What to Expect During Construction
Safety is our top priority. You can help keep the area safe by staying clear of all
construction activities and keeping children, pets and vehicles out of construction
areas. A city inspector will be on-site during work hours and may be able to assist you
with construction concerns. Inspectors typically wear a hard hat and safety vest with
“City of Portland” on the back. For general question about the project, please contact
Debbie Caselton at 503-823-2831 or Debbie.Caselton@portlandoregon.gov.

What to expect

• Noise, Vibration and Dust:
Construction creates noise, vibration
and dust and may disrupt normal
neighborhood activity.
• Traffic Delays: You should expect
traffic delays in and near the work area.
Please observe traffic control signs and
follow the directions of flaggers.
• Driveway Access: Local access to
your property will be maintained,
but construction may impact normal
use of your driveway or entrance to
your business.
• Parking Restrictions: On‐street parking
will be restricted in and near the work
zones to create a safe work environment
and to stage equipment and materials.
• Equipment Storage: Some equipment
and materials may be stored on your
street or nearby streets overnight.
• Maintained Service: Sewer, water and
other utilities will remain in service
during construction.

Open House

SAVE
THE
DATE

11 a.m. to
12:30 p.m.
Tuesday, June 13
Lucky Lab, 1945 NW Quimby St
Please join us to meet the project staff,
ask questions and discuss the project.
Staff will make a brief presentation at
11:15 a.m. then take comments and
answer questions.

Business Survey

If you haven’t already, please complete
our business survey so we can work with
you on any special events, access needs,
or parking concerns for your business.
The survey will be available at the open
house (see above) and is available now
online at www.portlandoregon.gov/
bes/slabtownsurvey. Please complete a
survey for your business before July 1.

Learn more about the project and stay informed!
Check out the project website: www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/slabtown
Sign up for email updates: Click the SIGN UP! button on the website or send an
email to Debbie.Caselton@portlandoregon.gov with “Slabtown” in subject line.

What We’ve
Heard From You
Over the past year,
neighbors have
provided numerous
comments, concerns
and questions to
help us design this
important project.
Neighbors have asked
that we:
• Minimize temporary
parking removal in
front of businesses
when possible.
• Advise contractors
to accommodate
pedestrian and
bicycle access,
especially near
student walking
routes by the
Montessori school.
• Minimize the
vibrations near
certain businesses
and older buildings.
• Facilitate wide
enough lanes to
allow for regular
deliveries and
oversized trucks.
We will do our
best to make
accommodations
during construction
when possible, and
we look forward to
hearing your input at
the open house on
June 13.
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SAVE
THE
DATE

Please join us for
an Open House

Tuesday, June 13
DETAILS INSIDE

The City of Portland complies with all non-discrimination
laws including Title VI (Civil Rights) and Title II (ADA).
To request a translation, accommodation or additional
information, please call 503-823-7740, or use City TTY
503-823-6868, or Oregon Relay Service: 711.

Over one-third of
Portland’s 2,500 miles
of sewer pipes are more
than 80 years old. Projects
to replace or repair aging
sewers are important for
protecting water quality,
public health and
the environment.

Slabtown Sewer Replacement Project

At a glance

Sewer improvements will help protect the public and the environment by reducing
the possibility of costly breaks, leaks, blockages and sewage releases to homes,
businesses and streets.

Repair/
Replace
8,400 feet
of public
sewer pipe.

Repair/replace
46 manholes
to improve
maintenance
access.

Repair service
laterals

that connect homes
and businesses to the
new public sewer.

Construction
scheduled to
begin in
fall 2017.

FOR MORE INFORMATION: www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/Slabtown
Nick Fish, Commissioner
Michael Jordan, Director
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