Community benefits from CWSP projects:
• Fresh, nutritious produce for JOIN clients
who are experiencing houselessness
• Noise buffering and green space for JOIN,
their clients and neighbors
• Stronger community ties as a result of volunteers
with stable housing working alongside volunteers
without stable housing
• Service learning experiences for all volunteers
• Beautiful, cultivated green spaces that enhance
the neighborhoods
• Inclusion and dignity for community members
experiencing houselessness
• Improved habitat for urban wildlife
• Cleaner parks and waterways

In addition, these organizations relied on:
• The knowledge and abilities of people
experiencing houselessness
• Pro bono services provided by local landscape
architect professionals
• Students from Mount Hood Community College
and Saturday Academy
• Portland Parks and Recreation and North
Clackamas Parks and Recreation
• AmeriCorps and Northwest Youth Corps
• Local coalitions, nonprofits and community groups
• Donations from local businesses
• Community volunteers

Stormwater runoff can
impact water quality
in rivers and streams.
Natural resources, like
urban streams, forests,
and wetlands manage
stormwater naturally to
protect water quality,
public health, and the
environment. Green
infrastructure reduces
flooding and erosion,
provides cool, clean water
to our rivers and streams,
and adds wildlife habitat
and urban green space for
healthier watersheds.

Volunteers with stable housing and volunteers without stable
housing worked side by side to remove garbage and debris from
Johnson Creek during a 2015 clean up.

In addition to improving the health of local
watersheds, these three projects funded through
Community Watershed Stewardship Program
(CWSP) grants helped support community members
who are experiencing houselessness. Here’s how.

Learn more about CWSP at
www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/cwsp or call
the program coordinator at 503-823-7917
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Grants to Engage and Serve
Houseless Community Members
Funding for your community project

in partnership with
Portland State University

•

The Depave project at JOIN in 2008 created green space and
a garden for JOIN to grow produce with their clients who are
experiencing houselessness.

•

Patrons of the St. Francis of Assisi Dining Hall were included
in a 2010 stormwater improvement project for the church to
promote dignity, inclusion, and economic benefit for the patrons.

•

Leaders of the 2015 Johnson Creek Clean Up project worked
with Knowing Me Ministries to engage community members
who are experiencing houselessness in the Johnson Creek area
to assist in the creek’s clean up. The cleanup facilitated better
understanding, awareness, and community spirit.
continued inside

CWSP Grants Help Engage and Serve Houseless Community Members

BEFORE

What is CWSP?
The Community Watershed Stewardship
Program (CWSP) provides stewardship grants
of up to $10,000 for community projects that
protect and enhance watershed health, and
native plant mini grants of up to $500.
CWSP grants have funded projects like:
•
•
•
•
•

Pavement removal
Watershed education
Rain gardens, downspout disconnections
and other natural stormwater solutions
Natural area restorations and cleanups
Community gardens

The benefits of CWSP projects go beyond
watershed health. They give Portlanders more
access to nature, help communities make
positive change to their environment, and
provide opportunities for youth.
Since its start in 1995 through to June 2017,
CWSP has granted more than $1.4 million
to 275 projects. Funds were matched by
$4.8 million in community support through
donations of services, materials and volunteer
time. More than 51, 000 people donated
369,000 volunteer hours.

JOIN

St. Francis of Assisi Church

Johnson Creek Clean Up

THE PROJECT—
JOIN provides
day services for
people experiencing
houselessness. Before 2008, its facility on NE 82nd
Avenue was surrounded with nearly continuous
asphalt. Partnering with Depave, JOIN and community
members removed 7,000 square feet of asphalt and
created space for a garden and a landscaped buffer from
I-84 noise at the building’s entrance.

THE PROJECT—When St. Francis of Assisi
Church wanted to implement stormwater solutions
that would benefit the local environment and
watersheds, they invited the patrons of the dining
hall to participate in the project. Volunteers assisted
with disconnecting downspouts and installing
underground stormwater facilities at the church to
better manage stormwater on the site. The church
used the completed project to educate visitors,
patrons and parishioners about issues related to
watershed health.

THE PROJECT—The Johnson Creek Watershed
Council partnered with multiple local community
organizations and businesses to stage this 2015
clean up. One of the organizations, Knowing Me
Ministries, reached out to individuals experiencing
houselessness to encourage their participation.
About 150 volunteers removed 200 bags of trash
from local waterways and parks, thereby improving
public health for humans and habitat for animals.

COMMUNITY BENEFITS—JOIN now uses the garden
space to grow vegetables with clients and to promote
food justice for underserved individuals.
WATERSHED BENEFITS—Rain running off hard
surfaces like asphalt collects pollutants from roads and
sidewalks, and can wash these pollutants into local rivers
and streams. This project removed 7,000 square feet of
the facility’s unused and unneeded asphalt, replacing it
with plants that allow stormwater to soak in and use the
rain to grow vegetables.
MORE ABOUT THE ORGANIZATION—JOIN
supports the efforts of houseless individuals and families
to transition into permanent housing. Their efforts are
directed at individuals sleeping outside or in their cars.
Since JOIN’s founding in 1992, they have helped over
10,000 people transition from homelessness to stable
housing with over 80 percent of those households
finding the support to stay stable long-term. JOIN
serves about 2,000 people annually with critical, basic
services. Learn more at www.joinpdx.com

COMMUNITY BENEFITS—In addition to
volunteers from the parish, St. Francis of Assisi
included five dining hall patrons as paid employees
for the project. This served to promote equity,
dignity, inclusion and economic benefit and
promoted community cohesion.
WATERSHED BENEFITS—Nine disconnected
downspouts divert stormwater runoff from 4,000
square feet of roof to on-site filtration instead of
storm sewers. Keeping stormwater out of combined
sewers helps prevent overflows to the Willamette
River to protect water quality and habitat.
MORE ABOUT THE ORGANIZATION—
Established in 1876, St. Francis of Assisi church
focuses on outreach to underserved and marginalized
individuals. The church offers a dining hall program,
where parishioners and volunteers serve hot meals in
a peaceful setting, where patrons can be nourished
and relax. Learn more at www.stfrancispdx.org

COMMUNITY BENEFITS—During the clean up,
people with stable housing volunteered side by side
with people seeking stable housing. This collaboration
helped facilitate better understanding, awareness and
community spirit. The staggering amount of trash
removed from parks and waterways improved the
area for outdoor recreation and enjoyment.
WATERSHED BENEFITS—Johnson Creek is home
to many species, including coho and Chinook
salmon, steelhead trout and Pacific lamprey. Trash
removal helps improve water quality and habitat for
fish and other wildlife who live in the watershed.
MORE ABOUT THE ORGANIZATIONS—
Knowing Me Ministries has been providing
service to people experiencing houselessness and
economic struggles in the Portland area for 26
years. They provide advocacy services, job training
and assistance for activities required for daily
living. The Johnson Creek Watershed Council
promotes restoration and stewardship of Johnson
Creek. Learn more at www.jcwc.org

