working for clean rivers
The Bureau of
Environmental Services
works with Portland
residents and businesses
to protect water quality,
public health, and the
environment through
wastewater collection
and treatment, sewer
construction and
maintenance, stormwater
management, and
stream and watershed
restoration.
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The spread of invasive species has the potential to damage local ecosystems, increase the
cost of City services, jeopardize Portland’s previous investments in parks and natural areas,
put the City’s green and grey assets at risk, and reduce Portlanders’ quality of life.

Invasive Species Strategy 2020-2030

Portland at the Crossroads

Portland is a national leader in taking proactive,
coordinated steps to combat invasive plants.
During the past decade, the City has achieved
90 percent of the goals it set for itself in its 2008
citywide Invasive Plants Strategy Report.

An effective invasive species management
strategy has multiple benefits
✓✓ Improves watershed health by supporting
ecologically healthy parks and natural areas.
✓✓ Protects infrastructure including water,
sewer, and stormwater assets.
✓✓ Protects previous investments in parks,
green assets, and natural areas.
✓✓ Saves money through early detection
and removal.
✓✓ Provides jobs and training for youth,
fostering careers in natural resources.
✓✓ Protects the Pacific Northwest region
by preventing establishment of new
invasive species.

Nick Fish, Commissioner
Michael Jordan, Director

Despite our success, existing invasive species—
together with stressors such as climate change,
loss of habitat, and the increasing human
continued on back

Successes
Since the initial 2008
strategy, the City has:
• Treated more than 1,600
acres affected by early
detection invasive species
such as garlic mustard,
giant hogweed, water
primrose, and other
plants.
• Removed invasive plants
from nearly 10,000 acres
of parks and natural areas.
• Reduced wildfire risk
• Mobilized community
members through
volunteer stewardship
programs
• Established partnerships
with the Oregon
Departments of
Agriculture and Forestry,
USDA, Metro, and
local soil and water
conservation districts,
watershed councils, and
friends groups to prevent
and control invasive
species.

Invasive Species Strategy 2020-2030: Portland at the Crossroads
population—continue to threaten local watershed
health and the integrity of the City’s green assets.
New species are becoming established, and some
particularly damaging invasive animals will eventually
find their way to the Portland.

Updating our strategy

BES worked with City’s bureaus of Parks & Recreation,
Water, Transportation, Planning & Sustainability, and
Development Services to update the City’s invasive
species strategy for the coming decade. The new
strategy builds on the successes and lessons learned of
the previous strategy and the City’s work. It evaluates
the City’s progress so far, identifies gaps, presents new
10-year goals, and prioritizes five-year implementation
actions in six areas:
✓✓ Detecting new introductions of invasive species.
✓✓ Preventing the introduction and spread of invasive
species.
✓✓ Controlling and managing invasive species to
minimize their spread and destructive effects on
ecosystems that are in healthy or fair condition.

Volunteer stewardship programs like the Mt. Tabor Weed
Warriors (top) and No Ivy Day show Portlanders greatly value
their parks and natural areas.

✓✓ Restoring and rehabilitating green assets affected by
invasive species.

City’s current level of funding will not meet the coming
challenges, the strategy provides additional options to:

✓✓ Engaging people to become good stewards of the
City’s green assets.

✓✓ Address known gaps and shortfalls.

✓✓ Continuously improving the City’s ability to manage
invasive species and maintain desired service levels.

✓✓ Offer better expected results.

By adopting the new strategy, the City will ensure staff
are using updated approaches, tools, and metrics with
the most relevant and recent information to manage
invasive species in the most cost-effective and
equitable manner.

Portland is at a crossroads in its invasive species
management efforts. The investments the City makes
now will affect future success and the return on the
City’s previous investments.

✓✓ Expand capabilities, outreach, and partnerships.
✓✓ Better protect the City’s previous investments.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Funding options

The new strategy provides three funding levels to
give the City flexibility in its approach to invasive
management for the next decade. While we know the
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The City of Portland Bureau of Environmental Services is committed to providing meaningful access. To request translation,
interpretation, modifications, accommodations, or other auxiliary aids, please call 503-823-7740 or Oregon Relay Service 711.
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