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The Bureau of Environmental

503-823-7740

Services works with Portland

Environmental Services is committed to providing
meaningful access. For accommodations, modifications,
translation, interpretation or other services, please call
503-823-7740, or use City TTY 503-823-6868, or
Oregon Relay Service 711.

residents and businesses to
protect water quality,
public health, and the
environment through
wastewater collection
and treatment, sewer
construction and
maintenance, stormwater
management, and
stream and watershed
restoration.

Over one-third
of Portland’s 2,500 miles
of sewer pipes are more
than 80 years old.
Projects to replace or
repair aging sewers are
important for protecting
water quality, public
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At a glance

Sewer and stormwater improvements will help protect the public and the
environment by reducing the possibility of costly breaks, leaks, blockages, and
sewage releases to homes, businesses and streets.

health and
the environment.
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The simplified map below shows locations of green street planters, green street curb extensions, and sewer pipe construction.
WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Open Houses
Both open houses will have the same content. Feel free to
attend either option that works for you. Drop in any time during
the posted hours.

6 to 8 p.m.
Thursday, January 23
Social Justice Action Center
400 SE 12th Avenue

10 a.m. to Noon
Saturday, January 25
Social Justice Action Center
400 SE 12th Avenue

• Learn about green streets.
• Provide feedback on green street
designs.
• Talk to staff about your sewer lines.
• Learn how to improve stormwater
management and watershed health
in your community.
• Habrá un traductor español
disponible en la reuniones.

HAVE AN IDEA FOR A COMMUNITY PROJECT THAT
IMPROVES THE WILLAMETTE WATERSHED?
Environmental Services has funds to support projects that will
help protect and improve the Willamette Watershed. Project ideas
include, but are not limited to:
• Planting trees in your yard or the public right-of-way and
encouraging neighbors to join you.
• Installing a rain garden or native plants at a place of worship,
business, non-profit, or school.
• Removing pavement and replacing it with trees or plants.
• Engaging your community group in watershed education
opportunities

Learn more about the project and stay informed!
On the web at www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/BuckmanKerns
Sign up for email updates on the website email to Debbie.Caselton@portlandoregon.gov with “Buckman-Kerns” in the subject line.
Call Debbie Caselton at 503-823-2831.

To learn more about how we can fund your project, contact Kira
Smith at Kira.Smith@PortlandOregon.gov or call 503-823-8209.
Learn more about how our work improves stormwater management
and watershed health at:
www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/2theRiver.
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Green Streets

Portland combines
sewer improvements
that replace or repair
Portland’s aging sewer
pipes with green streets,
ecoroofs, trees and other
green infrastruture
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What is a
green street?

Green streets are rain
gardens that collect
stormwater runoff from
streets and allow water
to soak into the ground
as soil and vegetation
filter pollutants.

to increase sewer
system efficiency, and
protect water quality,
public health, and the
environment. Green
infrastructure keeps
stormwater out of the
sewer system, filters
pollutants, provides
habitat and increaes
neighborhood green
space for healthier
watersheds.

What will
they do?

Currently when it
rains, water flows from
streets and sidewalks
into the combined
sewer system, which
mixes sewage from
homes and businesses
in the same pipes.
When it rains, sewers
can fill to capacity and
back up into basements
and streets. Green
streets help keep the
combined sewer system
running efficiently by
keeping the stormwater
out of the system.

This type of green street planter (above) is called a curb
extension because it extends into the on-street parking zone.
Stormwater runoff from the street and sidewalk flow into
the green street planter through the inlets. Plants and soil
filter pollutants, keep stormwater out of the combined sewer
system, provides habitat and increases neighborhood green
space for a healthier Willamette Watershed.
Crews clean up and install new plants into a green street
(below)

Who maintains these new green streets?
Nick Fish, Commissioner
Michael Jordan, Director

The city maintains green streets to ensure that they effectively manage stormwater.
Specifically, Environmental Services has a Watershed Revegetation team and/or a
contractor to help out with over 2,500 green streets all over the city.
continued on back

How often are they maintained?
For the first couple of years after the plants are
installed, the city checks on the planters up to ten
times a year to make sure the plants are watered and
still alive. Plants are replaced as needed, and invasive
weeds are pulled. Sediment, leaves and/or trash are
also removed when the city comes by as well. Once
the plants are more established, the city comes by less
frequently on a seasonal schedule.

What plants are in the green
streets?

The plants selected for the green streets consist of a
lot of rushes and sedges. These plants have a dense
and fiberous root system that thrives in our climate
and helps filter street runoff. Some property owners
adjacent to a green street in your neighborhood will
select from a list of flower bulbs (daffodils, camas
and iris). These will give the green streets a pop of
color. The plants change in appearance depending
on the season. At times they appear brushy and dry,
and sometimes leaves will change colors according
to the season. The specific plants chosen are not for
aesthetics, but for a functional benefit.

STEP-OUT
ZONE

Green street planter designs include both curb
extensions (photo top left) and planters that fit within
the planting strip (photo above). Planters sometimes
have a step-out zone, as shown in this photo. Over
time plants begin to fill in and grow at different rates,
changing the appearance of the planter (photo bottom
left). Like a garden, the green street will change each
season as plants die back in winter, produce new growth
in spring and manage stormwater year round.

FOR MORE INFORMATION: www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/BuckmanKerns
Debbie.Caselton@portlandoregon.gov

Printed on recycled paper. E10216 JANUARY 2020

