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33.237.010 Purpose 
The purpose of the regulations in this chapter is to increase access to affordable, healthful, food 
for all, especially for those who may have limited options because of location, access, or income. 
The regulations encourage Community Gardens, Market Gardens, and food membership 
distribution at a scale that is appropriate to neighborhoods in an urban environment, and 
support small-scale agricultural use of land that is not otherwise developed. The regulations also 
recognize that the gardens and food membership organizations can help build a sense of 
community and offer increased opportunities to garden and to interact with neighbors.  

In addition, the regulations ensure that these uses and activities are compatible with the 
surrounding area by limiting potential negative effects, particularly in residential neighborhoods, 
and take into consideration neighborhood character, scale, visual impacts, traffic, noise, fumes, 
local environmental resources, and hours of operation.  

33.237.020 Where These Regulations Apply 
The regulations of Section 33.237.100 apply to Market Gardens. The regulations of Section 
33.237.200 apply to Community Gardens. The regulations of Section 33.237.300 apply to Food 
Membership Distribution. The regulations of Section 33.237.600 apply to Market Gardens, Food 
Membership Distribution, and Farmers Markets that existed before these regulations  
were adopted.  

33.237.100 Market Gardens 

A. Maximum area. The maximum area allowed for a Market Garden is specified in Table 
237-1. The area of a Market Garden includes the area under cultivation, the area 
covered by any structures associated with the garden, the compost pile, any off-street 
parking, or any other area associated with the activities of the garden. 
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Table 237-1 

Maximum Area for Market Gardens 
 Maximum Area Allowed 

per Site 
Maximum Area Allowed per Site if 
Neighbor Notification and Meeting 
requirements of Section 33.237.500 
are met 

Zone   
RF Zone 
 

174,000 square feet 261,000 square feet 

R20 Zone 
 

40,000 square feet 60,000 square feet 

R10 Zone 
 

20,000 square feet 30,000 square feet 

R7 Zone 
 

14,000 square feet 21,000 square feet 

R5 and R 2.5 Zones 
 

10,000 square feet 15,000 square feet 

Multi-Dwelling Zones 
 

14,000 square feet 21,000 square feet 

Sites with Institutional Uses in 
residential, CI1 and IR zones 

14,000 square feet or 10 
percent of the total site 
area, whichever is larger. 

21,000 square feet or 15 percent of 
the total site area, whichever is larger 

Industrial, Employment, CI2, 
Commercial/mixed use, and 
Open Space Zones 

No maximum - -  

B. Sales.  

1. On-site sales.  

a. Nonresidential zones. In nonresidential zones, on-site sales are a Retail Sales 
And Service Use; and the following regulations apply: 

(1) No parking is required; 

(2) Exterior display is allowed; and 

(3) Only food and value-added products made from produce grown on site, 
such as jams and pickles, may be sold  

b. Residential zones. In residential zones, on-site sales are allowed as accessory 
to the Agriculture use, and the following regulations apply: 

(1) No parking is required; 

(2) Exterior display is allowed;  

(3) Only food and value-added products made from produce grown on site, 
such as jams and pickles, may be sold; 

(4) Sales are allowed only between 7 AM and 9 PM; and 

(5) Sales are allowed up to 70 days in each calendar year. 

2. Off-site sales. Off-site sales are not limited by the regulations of this Chapter.  
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C. Hours of operation in residential zones.  

1. In residential zones, operation may begin at sunrise or 7 AM, whichever is earlier, 
and must end at sunset or 9 PM, whichever is later. A Market Garden is operating 
if people are on the site. Automatic equipment functioning, such as sprinklers, is 
not considered operation.  

2. Use of motorized equipment in residential zones is allowed only between  
7 AM and 9 PM.  

D. Fences. Fences are regulated by the base zones.  

E. Signs. Signs are regulated by Title 32, Signs and Related Regulations. 

33.237.200 Community Gardens 

A. Maximum area. There is no maximum area for Community Gardens.  

B. Sales. Sales of produce from a Community Garden may occur for no more than three 
consecutive days on two different occasions during a calendar year. Sales must  
occur on-site.  

C. Other regulations. The regulations of Subsections 33.237.100.C through E apply to 
Community Gardens. 

33.237.300 Food Membership Distribution  

A. Use. Food Membership Distribution is accessory to most use categories, but not a 
primary use on a site.  

B. Residential zones. The regulations of this subsection apply to sites in residential zones 
that are not in Institutional use. 

1. The maximum number of members who may come to the site to pick up items 
delivered on one delivery day, and the number of delivery days that are allowed in 
a calendar year are specified in Table 237-2. If a site fits into more than one cell, 
the more restrictive requirement applies.  

2. The operator of a site must select a maximum number of delivery days and 
maximum number of members who may come to the site, and is responsible for 
compliance with the regulations that apply to the combination of delivery days 
and maximum number of members who may come to the site. This may require 
limiting the number of members who may participate in each order, or moving 
some deliveries to other locations.  

3. Members may pick up items at the site only between 7 AM and 9 PM.  

4. Truck deliveries are allowed between 8 AM and 5 PM.  

5. Exterior activities, except delivery and pick up, may not occur in the area between 
the primary building and any street lot line.  
 

C. Institutional uses on sites in residential, CI1 and IR zones. The regulations of this 
subsection apply to sites in residential, CI1 and IR zones that are in Institutional use.  
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1. Sites that have at least three parking spaces reserved specifically for members 
picking up their food are subject to Paragraphs B.3 and B.4. 

2. Sites that do not have at least three parking spaces reserved specifically for 
members picking up their food are subject to Paragraphs B.1 through B.4. 

 
Table 237-2 

Food Membership Distribution: Frequency and Number of Members 
 Number of Delivery Days per Calendar Year 

Maximum 
Number of 

Members Who 
Come to  
Site per 

Delivery Day 

Up to 5/year 6 to 26/year 27 to 52/year 53 to 104/year More than 
104/year 

Up to 12 
 

Allowed Allowed Allowed Allowed if 
requirements of 
Section 33.237.500, 
Neighbor Notification 
and Meeting, are met 

Not Allowed 

13 to 56 
 
 

Allowed Allowed if 
requirements of 
Section 
33.237.500, 
Neighbor 
Notification and 
Meeting, are 
met 

Allowed if: 
1. Requirements of 
Section 33.237.500, 
Neighbor 
Notification and 
Meeting, are met; 
and  
2. West of I-205, 
site is within 500 
feet of a non-local 
street; east of I-205, 
site is within 1,000 
feet of a non-local 
street 

Allowed if: 
1. Requirements of 
Section 33.237.500, 
Neighbor Notification 
and Meeting, are met; 
and  
2. West of I-205, site is 
within 500 feet of a 
non-local street; east 
of I-205, site is within 
1,000 feet of a non-
local street 

Not Allowed 

57 to 100 
 
 

Allowed Allowed if: 
1. Requirements 
of Section 
33.237.500, 
Neighbor 
Notification and 
Meeting, are 
met; and  
2. West of I-205, 
site is within 500 
feet of a non-
local street; east 
of I-205, site is 
within 1,000 feet 
of a non-local 
street 

Allowed if: 
1. Requirements of 
Section 33.237.500, 
Neighbor 
Notification and 
Meeting, are met; 
and  
2. West of I-205, 
site is within 500 
feet of a non-local 
street; east of I-205, 
site is within 1,000 
feet of a non-local 
street 

Not Allowed Not Allowed 

More than 100 Not Allowed Not Allowed Not Allowed Not Allowed Not Allowed 
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33.237.500 Neighbor Notification and Meeting 

A. Purpose. The requirements of this section allow neighbors an opportunity to become 
aware of and comment, in an informal manner, on a proposal before operations begin. 
By sharing information and concerns, all involved have the opportunity to identify ways 
to improve a proposal, and to resolve conflicts. While the comments from the 
neighbors are not binding, a collaborative approach is encouraged.  

B. When Neighbor Notification and Meeting is required. Neighbor Notification and 
Meeting is required as specified in Section 33.237.100 and Table 237-2. 

C. Notification. 

1. A letter must be sent to the owners of property within 150 feet of the site, to the 
Neighborhood Association for the area, and to the Planning and Zoning Section of 
the Land Use Division of the Bureau of Development Services. The letter must be 
sent by US Mail, FedEx, UPS, or similar service. The letter may not be sent 
electronically or delivered by hand. 

2. The letter must: 

a.  Describe the proposal in detail; 

b.  Include information on how to contact the person or organization making  
the proposal; 

c. Show the location of the site on a map, and give the address of the site; and 

d. Invite people to a meeting to discuss the proposal, specifying the date, time, 
and location of the meeting. 

3. The letter must be mailed at least 14 days before the meeting.  

4. At least one copy of the letter must be posted on the site.  

a. A copy of the letter must be placed on each street frontage of the site. If a 
street frontage is over 600 feet long, a notice is required for each 600 feet, or 
fraction thereof. Notices must be posted within 10 feet of a street lot line 
and must be visible to pedestrians and motorists. Notices may not be posted 
in a public right-of-way. Notices are not required along street frontages that 
are not improved and allow no motor vehicle access. 

b. Letters must be posted at least 14 days before the meeting, and may not be 
removed before the meeting.  

5. A copy of the letter and the mailing list must be retained in the files of the person 
or organization making the proposal.  

D. Meeting. A meeting to discuss the proposal must be held at a location within the 
boundaries of the neighborhood association that the site is within. The person making 
the proposal must attend the meeting.  

33.237.550 Farmers Markets 
The regulations for Farmers Markets are in Chapter 33.296, Temporary Uses, and in  
Section 33.237.600.  
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33.237.600 Regulations for Existing Market Gardens, Food Membership Distribution Sites, 
and Farmers Markets 

A.  Purpose. Before the regulations in this chapter were adopted, the regulations for 
Market Gardens, Food Membership Distribution Sites, and Farmers Markets were 
sometimes unclear. To simplify regulations for those uses that existed when the 
regulations were adopted, those that existed are automatically given status as if they 
were legally established.  

B. Market Gardens. Market Gardens that existed on June 1, 2012, are considered to have 
been legally established. If they do not meet the current regulations, they are 
nonconforming, and changes to size, operation, or other aspects are regulated by 
Chapter 33.258, Nonconforming Situations.  

C. Food Membership Distribution Sites. Food Membership Distribution Sites that were 
operating at any time between June 1, 2011 and June 1, 2012, are considered to have 
been legally established. If they do not meet the current regulations, they are 
nonconforming, and changes to the number of members coming to the site, the 
number of delivery days per year, size, operation, or other aspects are regulated by 
Chapter 33.258, Nonconforming Situations.  

D. Farmers Markets. Farmers Markets that were operating during the month of June, 
2012, are considered to have been legally established. If they do not meet the current 
regulations, they are nonconforming, and changes to size, operation, or other aspects 
are regulated by Chapter 33.258, Nonconforming Situations.  

 

(Added by Ord. No.185412, effective 6/13/12; Amended by Ord. No. 188177, effective 5/24/18;  
Ord. No. 188958, effective 5/24/18.) 
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