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WHEREAS, the Bureau of Planning and Sustainability and the Deconstruction Advisory
Group have explored numerous options to increase deconstruction; and

WHEREAS, training and certification of qualified deconstruction contractors is necessary to
ensure safe, effective, and efficient salvage activity; and

WHEREAS, typically the oldest and historic buildings, if they must be removed, are the
richest source for valuable materials; and

WHEREAS, not all buildings are suitable for salvaging materials due to structure/material
condition or hazardous conditions; and

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Council directs the Bureau of Planning and
Sustainability develop code language, procedures, and industry support that accomplishes the
following effective October 31, 2016:

Projects seeking a demolition permit for a one- or two-family structure (house or duplex) will
be required to fully deconstruct that structure if:

1. The structure was built in 1916 or earlier; or

2. The structure is a designated historic resource
Provisions for exemptions will include structures that are determined to pose an immediate
safety hazard as well as structures that are determined to be unsuitable for
deconstruction/salvage (e.g., rot, mold, or fire); and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Bureau of Planning and Sustainability will ensure
adequate deconstruction training and certification opportunities are available, prioritizing
participation from people of color, women, and other historically underrepresented groups in
the field of construction as a means to provide equitable opportunity within the industry; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that provisions are in place to adjust to unanticipated market
or labor conditions that occur within the first year of requirements; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Bureau of Planning and Sustainability report to City
Council within one year of the requirement effective date with a status report; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Bureau of Planning and Sustainability report to City
Council within two years of the requirement effective date with recommendations for

deconstruction requirement changes; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Council gratefully acknowledges the dedication
and hard work of the Deconstruction Advisory Group and the community organizations and
members of the public who participated in the process.
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