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Guideline Principles: Revised  
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1.The Design Guidelines will guide compatible infill development, changes to existing buildings in the district and 

non -standard improvements to the right of way; Design Guidelines are not use -related or interior -related . 

 

2.The Design Guidelines must consist of simple and clear wording that can be easily understood, describes their 

purpose, and is legally defensible . 

 

3.The Design Guidelines will be informed by the National Register nomination, by additional supplementary 

information about the district, and by the physical defining characteristics of the districtõs past and present.  The 

guidelines will not prioritize between primary and secondary contributing buildings.   

 

4.The Design Guidelines will ensure that changes in the New Chinatown/ Japantown  Historic District balance the past 

and present by preserving the character of the district while being sensitive to cultural misappropriation . 

 

5.The Design Guidelines shall not address the underlying base zoning or Plan District overlay. The guidelines will 

recommend methods for achieving compatibility of infill acknowledging the existing allowances on a site.  

 

6. The Design Guidelines will direct new construction in a way that reinforces the historic significance or story of the 

district in a compatible yet distinct manner . 

 

7.The Design Guidelines will recognize that new construction and historic rehabilitation is critical to promoting 

economic vitality, urban density, activation, safety, and tourism within the district and therefore must be cognizant 

of economic feasibility.  

 

8.The Design Guidelines will embrace ótelling the story of the districtó through:  

Å Sense of place  

Å Historic character and context  

Å Cultural respect and authenticity  

Å Connectivity  

Å Enduring, quality improvements  

Å Vibrant, active streetscapes and built environment  
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ÅArtwork  

ÅAsian signage  

ÅAuthentic  

ÅHonest and sensitive 
cultural 
interpretation  

ÅHistoric memory and 
character  

ÅIcons  

ÅNon -standard 
improvements in 
ROW 

ÅNo Franken -
buildings  

ÅNo kitsch  

ÅNot overly restrictive  

ÅPrioritize 
Compatibility  

ÅQuality  

ÅStreetscape 
continuity & 
activation  

ÅUnique  

Old Town Chinatown  

5-Year Action Plan  

ÅBuild connectivity  

ÅNeed more housing  

ÅNot enough parking  

ÅSupport ethnic 
community  

ÅVibrant community 
& active 
streetscapes  

Central City 2035 Plan  

ÅHeight  

ÅFloor Area Ratio  

 

Other  

ÅClean  

ÅLimit 
counterproductive 
uses/activities  

 

SAC Feedback: Values  
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Strategic Direction  
 

Compatibility and Differentiation  

Authenticity  

Skidmore/Old Town Historic District Overlap  

 

 

Design Guideline Report &  

Concept Guidelines  
 

Report Format  

 

Alterations  

Additions  

New Construction  

General  

Presentation Overview  

New Chinatown/Japantown  

Historic District Design Guidelines  



New Chinatown/Japantown  

Historic District Design Guidelines  

Compatibility  
The quality of being similar to another, sympathetic to or achieving harmony 

with others. Architectural compatibility in a historic district is achieved when 

a project reflects many , but not necessarily all, of the important 

characteristics of the district .  

 

 

Differentiation  
The quality of being distinct from another. Architectural differentiation is 

achieved when a project is seen as clearly a product of its own time ; a 

contemporary insertion.  

 

 

Authenticity  
The quality of being genuine or real. Cultural authenticity is achieved when 

a project is planned, designed, and carried out according to the ownerõs or 

designerõs own cultural competency .  

Strategic Direction: Terms or Concepts  



Strategic Direction: Compatibility and Differentiation  

All projects in a Historic District should achieve some level of both 

Compatibility and Differentiation. Types or size of projects may inform the 

appropriate place on the figure.  

Compatibility  Differentiation  

Historical re -creation/          

reconstruction  

Juxtaposition  Contemporary  

study of historic style  

Modern insertion with 

contextual underpinnings  
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Strategic Direction: Compatibility and Differentiation  

Historical re-creation/reconstruction  

 

Fieldstone Colonial  

Potomac, MD  
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Contemporary study of historic style  

Strategic Direction: Compatibility and Differentiation  


