


Portland’s Central City 2035 Plan proposes changes to create a 
prosperous, healthy, equitable and resilient urban core.

For more information:  

Visit the project website  		 www.portlandoregon.gov/bps/CC2035 

Email the project team  cc2035@portlandoregon.gov

Call the helpline  503-823-4286

Para obtener más información, por favor llame al 503-823-4286.

如需更多資訊，請致電：503-823-4286。

За дополнительной информацией обращайтесь по номеру 503-823-4286.

Để biết thêm thông tin, vui lòng gọi 503-823-4286.

Wixii macluumaad dheeraad ah, fadlan wac 503-823-4286

Call the helpline at 503-823-4286 for more information.

To help ensure equal access to City programs, services and activities, the City 
of Portland will provide translation, reasonably modify policies/procedures 
and provide auxiliary aids/services/alternative formats to persons with 
disabilities.  For accommodations, translation, complaints, and additional 
information, contact the Bureau of Planning and Sustainability: 503-823-
7700, use City TTY: 503-823-6868, or use Oregon Relay Service: 711.

It is the policy of the City of Portland that no person shall be denied the benefits 
of, or be subjected to, discrimination in any City program, service, or activity on 
the grounds of race, religion, color, national origin, English proficiency, sex, age, 
disability, religion, sexual orientation, gender identify or source of income.  The City 
of Portland also requires its contractors and grantees to comply with this policy.
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Introduction 

This section contains staff proposed zoning code amendments to implement the Willamette River, 
scenic resources and trails policy framework of the draft Central City 2035 Plan. Also included are code 
commentary pages that help clarify the intent of the code change and expected implementation. The 
document is formatted to facilitate readability; showing proposed code changes on the right-hand pages 
and related commentary on the facing left-hand pages. 

Language to be added is underlined. Language to be deleted is shown in strikethrough. 

This section also includes mapped amendments to overlay zones for the entire Central City including 
those overlay zone amendments that implement the policy framework and regulations for the 
Willamette River, scenic resources and trails. 

Proposed Amendments 

Code amendments are proposed for: 

33.475 River Overlay Zones (New) 
33.430 Environmental Zones 
33.440 Greenway Overlay Zones 
33.480 Scenic Resources 
33.865 River Review (New) 
33.272 Public Trails 
33.900s List of Terms and Definitions 

Changes to the following sections support the amendments above.  
33.10   Legal Framework and Relationships 
33.248 Mitigation Restoration Plantings 
33.258 Nonconforming Development 
33.299 Wind Turbines 
33.465.230 Pleasant Valley Natural Resources Overlay Zone 
33.508.290 Cascade Station/Portland International Center Plan District 
33.515 Columbia South Shore Plan District 
33.700 Prior Conditions of Approval 
33.840 Greenway Goal Exception (New) 
33.920 Description of the Use Categories 
33.930 Measurements 

New River Overlay Zones  
Planning for the Willamette River/Central Reach is also part of the Central City 2035 Plan. Updated 
zoning code provisions for most of the Willamette River and abutting lands (see Map 475-1) implement 
several Central City 2035 and river planning objectives, including activating the riverfront, bringing 
people to, along and into the river and improving water quality and fish and wildlife habitat. 
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The Greenway overlay zones code, Chapter 440, in the Central City is being replaced with a new River 
Environmental Overlay Zone and a new River Review replaces the old Greenway Review.  Highlights of 
the changes include: 

• Expansion of the River Setback from 25ft to 50ft from top of bank. This keeps non-river-
dependent development further away from the river and provides more space for the Greenway
Trail and natural resource enhancement;

• New landscaping standards within the setback that allow a diversity of vegetation to be planted;
and

• A new River Environmental Overlay Zone applied to high and medium ranked natural resources,
including the Willamette River and riparian area.  The “river e zone” is modelled after the
Environmental Conservation Overlay Zone in the rest of Portland.  It includes exemptions and
standards for typical impacts, along with mitigation for those impacts. If exemptions and
standards cannot be met, then projects will go through River Review, which replaces Greenway
Review.

Amendments to Scenic Resource Related Code 
The Scenic Resources Protection Plan is being updated for the Central City. The plan includes 
refinements to views of or across the Central City.  In addition, the Scenic Resources Overlay Zone, (s 
overlay), is being applied to maps of view corridors throughout Portland where scenic viewpoints 
already apply.  Highlights include: 

• Updated maximum building heights to protect view corridors; and
• Updated vegetation management provisions for view corridors that allow tree removal where

trees are blocking the view.

Proposed Overlay Zone Maps  

Changes are proposed in the CC2035 Plan Proposed Draft for overlay zones within the Central City. An 
existing overlay zone map is shown first, followed by the proposed overlay zone map for each 
geographic area covered. The proposed overlay zone map changes implement the policy framework and 
code regulations contained in this plan.  
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