
TriMet property and 
Affordable Housing 







TriMet values 

ÅBuild livable communities 

ÅIncrease ridership and accessibility 

ÅIncrease activity around station 

ÅMixed use and mixed income housing at stations 

ÅInterconnect buses at light rail stations to extend accessibility 





Patton Park –Interstate Max at Killingsworth

ÅTriMet construction staging area and aging hotel 

ÅRequest for Proposals ςfocused on equity  

ÅFederal Transit Administration allowed write down of property value 
due to increased ridership and transit fares 
ÅFTA no longer allows this type of property value write down

Å54 units at 50% MFI

Å3 bedroom units at 30% MFI 

ÅNine different financing partners ςopened in 2009 



N Argyle –Interstate Max

Å2 acre site used for staging 

ÅEarly attempt failed 

ÅTriMet issued RFP 

Å201 affordable units 
Å30%, 50%, 80% 

ÅDeveloper diligence period 

ÅTriMet provided discounted
land to the developer 

ÅPartnership with Portland 
Housing Bureau



122ndAvenue site 

ÅUnsolicited proposal to sell
1.4 acre site 

ÅEquitable housing developer 

ÅFinalizing mix of units and level 
of affordability 

ÅDiscussions on 1.5 acre portion of 
site with affordable housing 
developer and educational user 



Green line Fuller Rd Park and Ride

Å2.15 acre site

Å5 story equitable housing
developer with larger units

Å132 units 

ÅDeveloper awaiting 
state financing decisions   



Uniform Relocation Act 

ÅDescribes how eminent domain can be used on federal projects 
ÅMeant to protect the property owner  

ÅCan only be used for property needed by the project
ÅProject footprint 

ÅConstruction staging

ÅAll property acquired by the Project are reviewed and approved by FTA 



Project property acquisition 

ÅROW acquisition ςTriMet completes appraisals of property necessary 
to accommodate the project footprint and staging.  
ÅReviewed by a second appraiser and then by FTA 

ÅNegotiation with the property owner 

ÅTM pays relocation cost for the occupants ςassists in finding new location 

ÅTM pays for demolition 



Project Property Disposal 

ÅAfter property is no longer needed for project or operations purpose

ÅCircular 5010 and other rules control property disposition

ÅFTA requires fair market value be returned to FTA or FTA grant 

ÅFor projects that meet other community values, TriMet has written 
down the local share of this fair market value.  
ÅFor Interstate, the federal share was 78% 

ÅFor Southwest, the federal share is likely to be 53% 



Project Property Disposal 

ÅLong term lease or sell property
ÅLong term lease could lower the cost to an affordable housing developer 

ÅJoint Development rules now allow affordable housing as a 
community value.  
ÅUntried and complex (federal cross cutting rules could apply) 

ÅFTA needs to retain property interest 



TriMet’s approach to equitable development

ÅTriMet will continue to work with partners to site stations that 
balance travel time, development opportunities and impacts 

ÅTriMet will continue to dispose of property by focusing on equitable 
housing on properties zoned residential 

ÅTriMet will consider writing down local share of fair market value for 
projects that are meet equitable goals 

ÅTriMet will consider long term leases as a measure to lower cost for 
equitable housing 

ÅTriMet will continue to work with local partners to further these goals 


