working for clean rivers

Watershed Services
Group Manager: Jane Bacchieri

Watershed Services leads planning, scientific, and stewardship
efforts to implement Bureau and City investments in natural and built
systems that protect and improve watershed and public health.
•

The Group works closely with Engineering Services on the design and construction of
capital projects; with Pollution Prevention Services on monitoring watershed conditions
and project performance; and with other City bureaus, government agencies, and
community partners to protect and restore our rivers, streams, and watersheds.

•

Watershed Services fosters community stewardship of watersheds and partners with
other organizations to leverage resources and protect the Bureau’s investments in green
and grey infrastructure.
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The Watershed Programs Division
utilizes geographic expertise and
strong community partnerships
to plan, prioritize, initiate, and
adaptively manage projects to
improve watershed health and
promote stewardship.  

The Science Integration Division
collects, analyzes, applies, and
communicates the best available
science to ensure city policies,
programs, and projects protect and
restore watershed health and achieve
regulatory compliance.

The Stormwater System Division
develops integrated system
planning, stormwater policies, and
design guidelines and provides
technical assistance and stewardship
to create a continuous management
cycle for stormwater system assets.

• Developed the comprehensive,
citywide Portland Watershed
Management Plan (PWMP) to
provide a consistent, science-based,
and action-oriented approach
to protect and improve
watershed health.

• Provides scientific foundation and
support for BES projects and citywide
implementation of the Portland
Watershed Management Plan.
• Provides data, analysis, and policy
recommendations (e.g., Drainage
Reserve rules for the Stormwater
Management Manual, Climate
Action Plan, and Climate Change
Preparation Strategy).
• Provides guidance for project planning,
development, and construction.
• Informs decisions related to regulatory
compliance—Endangered Species Act
(ESA), Clean Water Act (CWA), State.
• Provides technical assistance for
Portland Harbor Superfund issues.
• Coordinates and implements watershed
and project effectiveness monitoring.
• Tracks changes in watershed health.
• Evaluates project performance to
inform adaptive management.
• Informs policy, program, and project
decisions.
• Coordinates federal, state, and local
environmental permitting and
permit compliance.
• Manages the Streamlining Agreement
for permitting in-water projects.
• Is responsible for citywide
compliance with the ESA.
• Provides support for regulatory
compliance in partnership with
Pollution Prevention.
• Coordinates culvert assessment,
prioritization, and rehabilitation in
streams with ESA-listed fish (e.g.,
Crystal Springs Creek).
• Serves as BES lead for mainstem
Willamette project planning and
implementation (e.g., Oaks Bottom,
Eastbank Crescent).
• Oversees implementation of the City’s
adopted Invasives Species Strategy.
• Developed the Terrestrial Ecology and
Enhancement Strategy to minimize
project impacts on wildlife.

• Leads Stormwater System Planning
work which applies a citywide
stormwater management approach
to integrate built and natural
infrastructure, balance social and
environmental outcomes, and identify
cost-effective solutions that mitigate
stormwater system risk.
• Supports implementation of the
Stormwater Management Manual
and leads refinement of stormwater
policy and design standards to meet
technical and regulatory requirements
for public and private development.
• Works with City staff and private
property owners to implement
programs and support projects that
cost-effectively manage stormwater
runoff, maintain service levels, and
reduce system risk.
• Provides technical assistance
for public and private green
infrastructure design and
development.
• Develops and implements private
property retrofit solutions to address
system needs.
• Evaluates the performance of existing
assets and new technologies that
maximize asset performance, lower
construction costs, and minimize
long-term maintenance needs.
• Develops, tests and refines
new technologies.
• Monitors performance and costs.
• Researches and incorporates findings
from other jurisdictions and studies.
• Implements Environmental Services’  
Tree Program, which manages tree
planting to reduce runoff, improve
the health of urban watersheds, and
enhance the urban canopy.
• Participates in education and outreach
activities to promote sustainable
stormwater management and engage
citizens in the stewardship of green
infrastructure assets.

• Leads implementation of watershed
protection, enhancement, and
restoration projects under the
Watershed Investment Program
and for other capital projects.
• Develops and implements projects
in watersheds throughout the
City to address stormwater
deficiencies, improve water quality
and hydrology, mitigate impacts
from flooding, protect and restore
riparian and shallow water habitat,
and address sediment contamination.
• Works collaboratively with BES work
groups on integrated planning and
project delivery to implement grey
and green solutions that leverage
opportunities and benefits of
clustered capital projects
(e.g., Tabor to the River, Alder Basin).
• Coordinates with other city bureaus
and provides watershed science
expertise and planning principles
to citywide plans and public
works projects (e.g., Portland Plan,
Comprehensive Plan).
• Provides data and expertise to
integrate comprehensive watershed
assessment and planning into the
stormwater system planning process.
• Works with community partners to
provide outreach, education, and
stewardship activities that promote
green infrastructure and protect
and restore watershed health (e.g.,
Community Watershed Stewardship
Grant Program, Tabor to the River).
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