Public Involvement Advisory Council (PIAC)

Meeting Notes
August 3, 2010

PIAC Members Present:  Teresa Baldwin, Robert Boy, Glenn Bridger, Kelly Ball, Megan Callahan, Jen Clodius, Cassie Cohen, Mark Fetters, Tony DeFalco, Donita Fry, Brian Hoop, Joleen Jensen-Classen, Beth Kaye, Paul Leistner, William Miller, Rick Nixon, Linda Nettekoven, Paige Prendergast, Mandy Putney, Sally Stevens, Stephanie Stokamer, Sonny Tan, Desiree Williams-Rajee, Allison Wisniewski

PIAC Members Absent:  Jimmy Brown, Polo Catalani, Christine Egan, Colleen Keyes, Midge Purcell, Marty Stockton, Arnold Warren, Chris White, Damon Isiah Turner
Guests: Tim Crail
Staff: Afifa Ahmed-Shafi 

Agenda

A. Announcements 
B. Discussion on feedback from City Council offices 

C. Small Group Report Backs 

D. Small Group Meetings 
A. Announcements

· New Members: Afifa welcomed the five new members who will be appointed at City Council on Aug. 4th.  These new members were chosen in a competitive process to recruit diverse perspectives from across our community and include Teresa Baldwin, Robert Boy, William Miller, Sally Stevens, and Paige Prendergast. 
· Outgoing Members: Afifa thanked Allison Wisniewski who has been PIAC’s youth member for the last year and will be leaving to start at University of Southern California.  Jen Clodius noted that Allison’s contributions have been instrumental on several levels in PIAC, including her work in the Process group and budget advisory committee process evaluation; her work on the Coordinating Committee; as well as on the Selection Committee for new PIAC members.  

· National Night Out conflict: Afifa asked the group whether they would like to take into consideration that the 1st Tuesday in August is always in conflict with National Night Out.  Afifa asked for a show of hands regarding whether we would like the Coordinating Committee to consider how to change our August meeting time in future years.  Several members said they would like to consider a date change for the August meeting in future years. 
· City Council Tomorrow Morning:  PIAC is scheduled to present our first recommendation to City Council tomorrow morning, on August 4th  Please join us at 9:45 AM for a time certain agenda item.   

We will have a resolution asking City Council to adopt the public involvement principles with accompanying indicators and outcomes.  The resolution will also direct PIAC to create a “public involvement impact statement” for any new resolutions/ordinances that City Council receives.  And will direct PIAC to create and conduct a baselines assessment of bureau public involvement.  We will attach drafts of these two forms to give City Council and the public an opportunity to see what we are developing.  

· Seattle Racial Justice Initiative: Brian shared that he met with Seattle’s Racial Justice Initiative staff and that they have a tool for public involvement, and that for the City of Seattle, every budget idea, program or service (over 3,000 reports per year) have to analyze the racial justice impact.  
B. Discussion on feedback from City Council offices 

The group reviewed feedback from Commissioner Saltzman, Comm. Leonard and Mayor Adams on the recommendations that are being taken to Council on Aug. 4. Major discussion points included.  Discussion was focused on the “Public Involvement Impact Statement” that is proposed to accompany all new items that go to City Council: 
· We should look at who would be affected and then involve people who are affected. What is the greater impact?  It is important that analysis happens at outset.  

· Purpose of this form is to help raise awareness. 
· We should ask: Where is project located? Who are groups affected? What are issues/questions they might have? 
· It was commented that staff in Commissioner Fish’s office wanted to rename this form “Community Impact Statement” since it does have questions that ask about impact, versus just what public involvement was done.
· If the Mayor would like a check off list, we could look at the Warringah example which asks one to check off the level of impact. 
· The importance of reporting the “burdens” on a community is so that we can figure out how to mitigate those burdens. 

· We could also rely on the political process. This form will be submitted to Council offices, therefore they will be paying attention.  We only need to send the form elsewhere if greater analysis will be done with it.  

· There is a difference between Environmental Justice and just political impact.  Staff in Commissioner Fish’s office who would like to see a question this form that says “Who is opposed to the proposal” is regarding political mitigation versus Environmental justice.
· I think we would want to collect these forms for the purpose of analysis and annual reporting. 
· We drafted the language broadly, so that this form will apply to a broad array of items.  We currently say that it should be filled out with “any resolution, ordinance that goes to City Council.”  Anyone can put “not applicable” if public involvement is not needed on a project.  Of course someone could disagree if they think that public involvement is needed.  It would also apply to “consent agenda” items as well. 

· Where would the complaint go if someone takes issue with this? Would it go to the Commissioner or bureau or Ombudsman? The sponsor of the item? Group thought it would go back to the person who submitted the item.  
· It was commented that this form makes the invisible visible. 

· Would this be submitted at the begging of a project of afterward? It depends on when the item comes to City Council. The form can have questions about both what public involvement has been done and what is forthcoming. 

C. Small Group Report Backs
Process group:  Brian reported that the group is developing a year long calendar that bureaus can use to involve the community in their budget process, e.g. when to start the education process. The group is also creating an accompanying Best Practices Manual that will describe how best to approach the budge public involvement process. Tonight the group will dig into key recommendations of what to request of all bureaus.  
Community Empowerment group: Stephanie reported that the group is working on two major items. The first is an “Equity Workbook” to engage community based groups and unaffiliated community members.  The group is no longer using the term “non-geographic” communities but instead their focus is to help the City engage community based groups and unaffiliated community members.  Secondly, the group is working on how to more effectively use technology to list public involvement opportunities in a central and easy to search location.  
D. Small Group Meetings – please see individual meeting notes located at:  http://www.portlandonline.com/oni/index.cfm?c=51663 
