BLOCK
PARTY
GAME
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IDEAS
National Night Out
Bringing neighbors together
for a connected and safer
community

Let’s eat!

Many block parties include food and beverages. Neighbors
typically bring dishes to share. Here are some ideas for your party:
•
•
•
•
•

Potluck
Barbeque
Ice Cream Social
Pie contest
Snow cone machines

Set Up a Welcome Table

Establish a central spot where partygoers can pick up name tags,
drop off food, purchase raffle tickets, or simply meet and greet
their neighbors.

Best Block on the Block

Prior to the event, the party organizer delivers a block of wood to
each of the homes participating in the block party with instructions
to decorate the block to visually portray their household. They can
use photos, artwork, words, etc.  Display the finished blocks at the
party and neighbors can vote for the best block on the block. A
great way to get to know your neighbors – who loves animals, who
is expecting a baby, who is from another country?

Icebreaker Ball

Write various questions (25 or more) on an inflatable beach ball
with a permanent marker.  Questions can include “How long have
you lived in the neighborhood?” or “What is your favorite ice
cream?”  At the party, toss the ball around and each person who
catches the ball must answer the question under their left thumb
before tossing the ball again.

Human Bingo

Has been
to Europe
Has a cat
Is lefthanded
Has a
tattoo
Plays
soccer

BINGO

Plays golf

Plays
video
games
Is allergic Has
to dairy
been to
Canada
Is afraid of Free
heights
space
Has a dog Doesn’t
like
chocolate
Has been Has a
to Mexico brother
and a
sister

Can stand
on their
head
Has lived
on a farm

Is a twin
Is afraid of
spiders
Is a
vegetarian

Is allergic
to nuts
Has 2
or more
brothers
Is allergic
to cats
Can touch
their toes
Plays
softball or
baseball

Make your own bingo cards using one of the free “human bingo”
templates available online.  Instead of numbers, fill the squares
with questions that will help neighbors get to know each other.  For
example, “Rides their bike to work” or “Has a vegetable garden.”  
Players need to find neighbors who can answer “yes” to the
questions and then have them sign their name in that square.  Each
neighbor can only sign one square, so players are encouraged to
keep meeting neighbors until they achieve a bingo.

Truth, Truth, Lie

Give each person a piece of paper and instruct everyone to write
down two truths and one lie about themselves.  Go around the
group and have each person read off their two truths and one lie.  
The other players then have to guess which fact is a lie.  This can
create entertaining story telling since players must come up with
unexpected facts to stump the other players.

Swap and Donate Table

Bring unwanted items that are still in great shape and place them
on a designated table for other neighbors to take.  Consider
putting out a jar and ask for donations of what they think the item
they have taken is worth, perhaps a quarter or a dollar or two.  All
the money collected (or the remaining unwanted items) could go to
a charity in the name of the block party group.

Glow in the Dark Bowling

Find an area of flat ground and use party streamers as lane
dividers.  Fill plastic bottles with plain or colored water and provide
a sturdy ball, such as a basketball, to serve as the bowling ball.  If
the game is played after dusk, add glow sticks to the water balls
for outdoor cosmic bowling.  

Race to Put on a T-Shirt
Sounds easy until players are
handed t-shirts that are frozen
solid and have to figure out
how to get them open.  A
game for both kids and adults,
and a great way to cool off
on a hot day.  Gather t-shirts
before the block party and
soak with water, wring out
and fold.  Stack the shirts on a
cookie sheet with waxed paper
between them.  Store the t-shirts
in the freezer until the party.
To keep the competition fair,
divide the contestants into age
groups. Whoever gets the shirt
on first is the winner.  

Whipped Cream
Eating Contest

Place a berry, gummy bear, or other bite-sized treat in a pie tin or
on a paper plate.  Cover the treat with whipped cream.  Players
have to find the treat, but they cannot use their hands.  Messy, but
fun.

Fishing with Your Feet

Fill a small wading pool with water and add dish soap and small
toys that do not float.  Kids sit at the side of the pool and use their
feet to fish for treasures.  Alternatively, you could skip the dish soap
and blindfold the players.  After the playing is over, the soap-free
water can be used to water the lawn or garden.

Mom/Dad Calling

Blindfold the mothers or fathers and line them up across from all the
kids.  The kids then start calling “Mom” or “Dad” all at once.  The
kids stand still, and the parent moves forward.  The first mother or
father to touch their child is the winner.

Bike Parade

If your party includes a street closure, let the kids enjoy the carfree status of your block.  Have the kids decorate their bikes with
streamers and balloons. The older kids can help out the younger
ones, then make a parade of the decorated bikes down the middle
of the street.

Hello Fun Facts

Write a different question on each name tag and hand them out
to attendees. When neighbors introduce themselves, they should
answer the question on their neighbors’ tags as a way to start
conversations. Some questions that you might use:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Where did you grow up?
How long have you lived in the neighborhood?
What is your favorite restaurant in Portland?
If you could travel anywhere in the world, where would you go?
What has been one of the memorable experiences in your life?
If you could meet anyone in the world, who would that be?

Other Activities

There are plenty of other activities that are fun and help you get to
know your neighbors:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Use nametags. It eliminates the anxiety of party guests
forgetting each others’ names.
Ask longtime residents to tell stories about the neighborhood.
Water balloon toss
Sack races or 3-legged races
Scavenger hunt
Croquet or bocce ball
Bean bag toss (corn hole)
Free raffle with door prizes
Arts and crafts table
Facepainting
Bubbles
Sidewalk chalk

Organizing Neighbors

A block party may inspire neighbors to communicate neighborhood
concerns with one another and organize the neighborhood. Some
ways to connect:
•

•
•

Create a contact sign-in sheet so that neighbors can list their
names, addresses, phone numbers and emails. Share the list
with participating neighbors. You can update the list at your
yearly block party.
Form a Neighborhood Watch. For Portland neighbors, the City
of Portland’s Crime Prevention Program can assist you. Visit
www.portlandoregon.gov/oni/cp for more information.
Sign up for social media groups for your neighborhood.

