ZERO NEIGHBORS
NEGLECTED
Our number one priority is you. We are your
neighbors, your protectors, and your advocates.
We recognize the diverse nature of Portland and
are committed to tailoring our prevention and
protection activities to match the uniqueness of
our neighborhoods.

We are developing specific plans
called “Blueprints for Success” for
each neighborhood in Portland.
Our hope is to address the social factors affecting
health disparities and outcomes in the community.
These range from safe walkable streets, access
to healthcare and healthy foods, special support
for vulnerable populations, and larger topics
such as poverty, unemployment, education,
and affordable housing.
We believe if we engage directly with neighborhoods
and forge partnerships with the public health
community, we can have a greater impact in helping
Portlanders live richer, healthier lives.
PF&R will link together
Portland’s networks of
health and social services
providers to proactively
focus on ensuring
Portland is a safe and
healthy place to live,
work, and play.

MAKING
PORTLAND SAFE
PARTNER
We will address challenging public health
and social issues facing each neighborhood
alongside community collaborators because
we are better together.

ADVOCATE
We will champion diversity and equity
by ending disparities in the workplace
and strengthening community outreach,
public engagement, and access for
underrepresented groups.

PROTECT
We will take measures to make Portland the
safest city of our size in the U.S. by increasing
response reliability, decreasing mortality,
and implementing fire prevention innovations.

ADVANCE
We will work to be the most sustainable
fire department in the U.S. by investing in
renewable energy, recycling, and reducing
our carbon footprint.

LEARN MORE AT

PORTLANDOREGON.GOV/FIRE

ZERO TRAFFIC
FATALITIES

ZERO FIRE
DEATHS
Portland Fire & Rescue (PF&R) believes that even
one fire death is too many. We are always prepared
to aggressively and safely protect life, property,
and the environment. Prevention and education
are an important part of our strategy to give our
community the necessary tools to stay safe.
Over the last 12 years, the City of Portland lost
68 people in fires. In 2015, there were 11 fire
deaths, which was the highest since 1997.

We conduct outreach and interact
with Portlanders every day. Our
measure of success is in decreasing
the risk and occurrences of fire and
eradicating fire deaths altogether.
PF&R is always working to reduce fire-related
injuries and eliminate fire deaths. We achieve
this through fire prevention, education,
and rapid response.

Over the last 20 years, an average of 36
people died in traffic-related crashes annually
on Portland streets. These people are not just
statistics. They are mothers, fathers, brothers,
sisters, children, and friends. They lost their
lives in the course of the everyday act of
moving from place to place. The impact on
their families, friends, and communities is
immense and permanent.

Traffic deaths tell a story at odds
with Portland’s reputation as a
walkable, bikeable, livable city.
Thanks to seatbelts and vehicle improvements,
driving is getting safer. Walking and bicycling
on our streets, however, is not. In fact, while
the overall number of traffic deaths in Portland
has dropped over the past 20 years, the
percentage of bicycle deaths has held steady
and the percentage of pedestrian deaths
continues to rise.
PF&R is committed to
supporting Portland’s
effort to eliminate
all traffic-related
deaths and make
Vision Zero
a reality.

ZERO FIREFIGHTER
CASUALTIES
Firefighting is risky and often puts firefighters in
harm’s way to protect others. PF&R is committed
to providing preventative measures to keep
our firefighters healthy and safe, and to prevent
line-of-duty injuries or deaths. This includes
maintaining high standards and providing
consistent comprehensive strategy and tactics
training. In addition, well-maintained
firefighting equipment, and an emphasis on
daily physical fitness, nutrition, and behavioral
health are essential.

Overexertion, stress, and vehicle
crashes lead to on the job or job
related injuries.
Nationally, 50 percent of firefighter deaths
are caused by heart attacks. In addition to this,
continued exposure to carcinogens elevates
cancer risks. PF&R acknowledges these dangers
and believes that to take care of our city, we
need to take care of our people.

