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July 8, 2009
I would like to first acknowledge all the parties involved in this debate for what has been, for the most part, a process marked by respect rather than by confrontation. I have received hundreds of emails and letters from Portlanders. I have read many, and listened to all the testimony.  

It is clear to me that most people agree that Cesar E. Chávez is a national hero worthy of an appropriate public honor. His legacy extends to workers rights, civil rights, environmental justice, equality, peace, and nonviolence.
Locally, people have proposed naming bridges, parks, schools, and buildings in his honor, but that was not the issue before City Council. Currently, Portland has no formal process in place to name or rename parks, bridges, or buildings. 

The issue before Council was a street naming proposal, and I disagree with those who suggest we should change the ground rules in the middle of the process. No matter how you feel about the issue, street renaming is one way Portland has honored those who have made a difference in our lives – at the local and national level. The honor roll includes Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Rosa Parks, and Bill Naito.
Council’s charge was two-fold:
1. to determine if the process set forth in the code for street naming has been followed; and 
2. to determine if a street renaming is in the best interest of the city as a whole.
On the first question, the process set forth in the code was followed. Some have criticized the process. That is not a reflection on the applicants, but on the drafters of our code. For this reason, I support placing a moratorium on future street namings until we can consider changes to our code.

The answer to the second question is more complicated. How do we as a Council make judgements about the best interests of the city.  How much weight should be given to views of residents of 39th? In what way is a street renaming beneficial to our city as whole?
For me, one way to answer this question is to ask another question: What kind of Portland do we want for our children, and their children?
Streets play many important roles in our city. They connect neighborhoods and people.  They help us navigate the city. They mark where we live and work. They honor people who achieved great things.
Each of us believes that the street we live on has significance.  I live on NE 39th. My wife and I bought our first home on NE 39th Avenue in 1996 . We are raising our two children on this street.   
We will be honored to live on Cesar Chavez Boulevard. Partly to honor him, but also to honor those who will never have a street named after them.

My mother- in- law Carmen Gomez was born in the south of Spain, and came to this country with a seventh grade education. She didn’t speak English. Today, her eldest daughter Patricia, my wife, is a professor of history at Portland state university. And her granddaughter, my daughter Maria, is fluent in Spanish, the beneficiary of Spanish immersion in our public schools.

I believe a street renaming will help make Portland a better place—one that is more inclusive, more welcoming, more respectful of other traditions. As a parent, I think a lot about how I can transmit these value to our children.   And one way is through the symbolism of a street renaming.
Cesar Chavez once said that “a symbol is an important thing. That is why we chose an Aztec eagle. It gives pride…when people see it they know it means dignity.”  I would venture to guess this is how the proponents feel about this street renaming.  We live in a city with a growing Latino community.  Yet there is not one street in our great city that honors their heritage. Today we changed that.
Chavez once said that “we cannot seek achievement for ourselves and forget about progress and prosperity for our community…Our ambitions must be broad enough to include the aspirations and needs of others, for their sakes and for our own.”
This City has chosen to honor Bill Naito, Dr. Martin Luther King and Rosa Parks.  Surely our ambitions are broad enough to include the aspirations of those who would honor a migrant farm worker with an 8th grade education who changed the course of history. 
My mother-in-law Carmen Gomez will never have a street named for her. But in naming a street after Cesar Chavez, we will inspire our children and grandchildren to follow the path that she and Cesar Chavez blazed.
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