Bringing Salmon Back
to Crystal Springs Creek
Crystal Springs Creek Restoration at Westmoreland Park - March 2013
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Portland Parks & Recreation, Environmental Services, and the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers will begin construction in June to restore
Crystal Springs Creek in Westmoreland Park.
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In 2003, Portland Parks & Recreation worked with the community
to develop the Westmoreland Park Master Plan, adopted by
Portland City Council in 2004. Restoring Crystal Springs Creek and
transforming the duck pond into a wetland are essential components
of the plan. The master plan calls for additional improvements
to the park; it is available at https://www.portlandoregon.gov/
parks/51821?a=160683.
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In addition to the culvert work, we are restoring
Crystal Springs Creek in Westmoreland Park.

Project

To date, five of the culverts have been removed or replaced, and for
the first time since the early 1970’s, winter steelhead are returning to
the headwaters of Crystal Springs Creek in Reed College Canyon.
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There are nine culverts on Crystal Springs Creek between SE 28th
Avenue and the creek’s confluence with Johnson Creek. Culvert
replacement or removal is a key element of recovery of endangered
juvenile salmon and trout species. Environmental Services is working
with local and federal agencies, and other partners to replace all nine
culverts by 2015.
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Crystal Springs Creek is a tributary of Johnson Creek, and is home to
fish, river otter, heron, eagles, and frogs. Its naturally cool water and
steady, year-round flow provide ideal fish habitat. Endangered salmon
and trout, including coho, Chinook, and steelhead, migrate through
Westmoreland Park to the ocean and back again to spawn. Crystal
Springs Creek is a place for children and adults to experience and
enjoy nature in the city.
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Play Area Project Update
Portland Parks & Recreation will begin relocation of the basketball
court in spring 2013. Redevelopment of the play area will begin
summer 2013.
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Project Funding

•

Create a healthier park environment for
people and native wildlife

The restoration of Crystal Springs Creek in
Westmoreland Park will cost approximately $2 million
dollars. TriMet construction mitigation from the PortlandMilwaukie Light Rail Transit Project will contribute
$200,000. The remaining costs will be shared between
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Environmental
Services, Portland Parks & Recreation, and Metro,
through Metro Local Share Bond 2006.

•

Reduce water temperatures and improve
habitat for threatened native salmon

Project Schedule

•

Restore wetland habitat for native
waterfowl, amphibians, and mammals

2004 – City Council adopted the Westmoreland Park
Master Plan.

•

Improve park amenities for visitors,
including trails, a boardwalk, and
viewpoints

September 2011 – The City of Portland and the Audubon
Society of Portland relocated domestic ducks and
geese from the site, improving conditions for wild
ducks and geese.

Restoration Project Benefits

Project Details
•

Restore 2,400 linear feet of the creek to
improve fish habitat by:
o

Removing concrete curbing along the
creek and pond banks

o

Adding logs, pools, and riffles in the
creek channel

•

Remove the duck pond and restore a
wetland in its place

•

Plant nearly 15,000 native plants, including
nearly 400 trees, in the wetland and along
the riparian corridor to shade the creek and
prevent erosion. Plants will be arranged to
allow visitors to see into and through the
plantings

•

New and reclaimed recreational amenities
will be added, including:
o

More than 2,500 linear feet of new
boardwalks and paths

o

Two overlooks

o

Benches, picnic tables, and lighting

June 2013 – Westmoreland Park Crystal Springs Creek
Restoration construction project begins.
December 2013 – Project completion.
Tree work was originally scheduled in March to avoid
impacts on nesting migratory birds. The contractor
will now remove trees after the construction begins
in June and will work with Environmental Services staff
to ensure there are no active nests in trees.
Park Impacts
The park will be closed west of the primary path from
Bybee to Lambert Streets. One bridge, located near
the maintenance building, will remain open during
construction, allowing access from the east side of the
park to SE 22nd Avenue. All other bridges will be closed.
The east side of the park (tennis courts, lawn bowling,
restrooms, ball fields, casting pond, parking lot, and new
basketball court to be built south of the casting pond) will
be open and accessible via McLoughlin Boulevard, SE
Bybee Boulevard and SE Nehalem Street.
Expect increased construction traffic and
noise during the project.

For More Information
Crystal Springs Creek Projects – Environmental Services: www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/crystalsprings
US Army Corps of Engineers Westmoreland Park Ecosystem Restoration: www.nwp.usace.army.mil/Missions/Currentprojects/
CrystalSpringsCreekEcosystemRestoration.aspx
Westmoreland Park Master Plan and Nature Based Play Area: http://www.portlandoregon.gov/parks/61107

