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We all live in a watershed.

Which is yours? Find out at www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/explore
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works with Portland residents and

Row 1: Ecoroof in the Columbia Slough watershed. Row 2: Walking among blooming spring trees in the Willamette
watershed. Friends of Trees volunteer planting in the Columbia Slough watershed. Volunteers of the St. Mary
Ethiopian Orthodox Church Rain Garden Project (a Community Watershed Stewardship Program grantee) in the
Johnson Creek watershed. Row 3: A coyote in the Willamette watershed. Taking water samples following a storm in
the Fanno Creek watershed. Under construction in the Tryon Creek watershed, the I-5 Terraced Rain Gardens Project
will slow stormwater runoff from I-5 and filter out pollutants from the water before it enters Tryon Creek.

Photos, row 1 from left: Kayaking in the Columbia Slough watershed. Restoration work in the Johnson Creek watershed.
Volunteer tree planting in the Fanno Creek watershed. Row 2: Biking in the Johnson Creek watershed. A cutthroat trout in the
Tryon Creek watershed. Restoration work in the Tryon Creek watershed. Row 3: The Big Float in the Willamette watershed. Cedar
waxwings in the Columbia Slough watershed.

Portland is rich with
urban rivers and streams
Portland’s 300 miles of rivers and streams provide places to work and play.
They give us nature in the city and are an important part
of Portland’s culture and history.

New report cards will help improve
Portland’s work for healthy watersheds
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The City of Portland complies with all
non-discrimination laws including Title VI (Civil
Rights) and Title II (ADA). To request a translation,
accommodation or additional information, please
call 503-823-7740, or use City TTY 503-823-6868,
or Oregon Relay Service: 711.

RiverViews is a newsletter from the
City of Portland’s Bureau of Environmental
Services, which works with Portland residents
and businesses to protect water quality, public
health, and the environment through wastewater
collection and treatment, sewer construction
and maintenance, stormwater management, and
stream and watershed restoration.

Michael Jordan, Director

Nick Fish, Commissioner

Healthy rivers, streams, and wetlands prevent flooding, keep
homes and neighborhoods safe, protect infrastructure, and are places
for salmon and other wildlife to thrive.

Portland sewer and stormwater ratepayers
invest in healthy watersheds and clean water.
Rates support the city’s work to collect and treat
wastewater, construct and maintain sewers,
manage stormwater, restore urban streams and
protect the health of Portland’s five watersheds
(see map inside).

This spring, Portland issued its first set of
Watershed Report Cards that grade water quality,
habitat and other environmental conditions. This
tool gives us a good idea of watershed health
today, will help track changes over time and
shows us where we need to work harder to protect
and maintain healthy rivers and streams.

We all live in a watershed.
Rain that falls in Portland neighborhoods drains to a
river or stream. If rain in your neighborhood drains
to Johnson Creek, you live in the Johnson Creek
watershed. If it drains to the Willamette River, you
live in the Willamette River watershed. And
what happens on the land in our watersheds
affects our rivers and streams.

Trees can improve water quality, habitat
and neighborhood health. In recent years,
Environmental Services and its partners have
planted more than 5,800 street and yard trees
in east Portland neighborhoods, especially in
low-canopy and under-served areas.

Stormwater runoff is a major problem for all the
watersheds. Managing more of the stormwater that
runs off streets and other hard surfaces can improve
hydrology. In the Columbia Slough watershed, the
Mason Flats Wetland collects runoff from more
than 600 acres of development and lets water soak
into the ground while plants filter pollutants.

About Portland’s
Watershed
Report Cards
The report cards
give an at-a-glance
view of conditions
in Portland’s
rivers, streams
and watersheds.
We can see what
is improving and
where more effort
is needed.
To understand
the health of our
rivers and streams,
we study four
important factors:

• Hydrology (how water flows
over land and in streams)
• Habitat (the natural conditions
to support fish and wildlife)
• Fish and Wildlife (the diversity
and health of fish, birds and
other wildlife populations)
The report cards score these
factors in each watershed, and
there is a mix of good and bad
scores. Good scores reflect
Portland’s investments in the
environment, individual actions,
and work to restore watershed
health. The poor scores aren’t
surprising after generations of
urban development.

Here is a quick look at
just a few of the report
card findings from
around the watersheds.
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• Water quality in
streams and rivers
The “B” score for water quality in the
Willamette River is something to celebrate.
Ratepayer investments in the Big Pipe and
other combined sewer overflow control and
stormwater management projects have greatly
improved water quality.

All the
watersheds
scored failing
grades for fish
and wildlife.
Failing grades
are related to
Portland having
many threatened
and endangered
salmon species, and
are mainly because
of problems with the
other watershed health
factors (habitat, water
quality and hydrology).
Stormwater runoff
washing pollutants into
streams impairs water
quality, and a lack of
trees to shade streams
makes the water too
warm. Poor water quality
and warm temperatures
harm fish.

Repairing sewer connections in the Fanno Creek
watershed will help prevent sewage overflows to
homes and streams. Citywide, Environmental
Services is working to repair 182,000 feet
(more than 34 miles) of pipe.

In some smaller creeks and streams,
water quality is not as good as it could be.
Interstate-5 cuts through the Tryon Creek
watershed and stormwater runoff from the
freeway washes pollutants directly into the
creek. The I-5 Terraced Rain Garden Project
will collect and treat freeway runoff before
it drains to the creek.

To see the complete report cards and
learn more about what the scores mean, visit
www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/ReportCards
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Portland has 9,400 acres of parks
and natural areas, and native
salmon and steelhead are found
in 127 miles of our waterways.
The Tryon Creek State Natural Area has
some of the best habitat in the city.

In several watersheds, fish and wildlife don’t
have access to good habitat. Culverts, for
example, block fish from migrating. Replacing
culverts has opened up prime habitat for
salmon in Crystal Springs Creek.

All the factors are
connected. Restoration
projects often help
improve not just
one factor, but
several factors.

