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BERRY: This is IPR Investigator ERIC BERRY. Today’s date is Tuesday, 05/31/16, and the time is
approximately 1:50. I am present at a conference room at Harney County EMS for an interview with
Perilynn Wells. Ms. Wells, are you aware that I am recording our conversation?
WELLS: Yes, I am.
BERRY: Outstanding. Thank you very much. And what do you do for Harney County EMS?
WELLS: Actually, it’s Harney County Health District.
BERRY: Thank you. Okay. Harney County Health District, okay.
WELLS: Or – yeah. In common terminology, it’s Harney District Hospital EMS.
BERRY: Okay. Harney District Hospital EMS. So when I type it up I'll call it that. Thank you.
WELLS: Yeah. And I work for the district as the safety officer for the district.
BERRY: Okay.
WELLS: And then I’m also a casual EMT, and I also am a first responder. I go out from home because I
live out in the county.
BERRY: Okay. Excellent. And did you respond to a negligent or an accidental discharge incident, I think
on April 21st?
WELLS: I don’t remember the exact day, but there was an accidental discharge or possible ricochet in
Fields?
BERRY: Yeah. That's the one. Will you kind of describe how it is you came to respond to that call?
WELLS: I was on duty –
BERRY: On duty.
WELLS: – and got called out.
BERRY: Got toned out?
WELLS: We were toned out to somebody who had been shot, possibly by a ricochet. I don’t remember the
exact words, and they were in the Fields area and would be meeting us at Fields Station.
BERRY: Okay.
WELLS: It’s a restaurant, gas station, a little motel down there.
BERRY: I've been down – I don’t think I've been that far south in the Catlow before.
WELLS: It takes a while to get there.
BERRY: Yeah, it looks like – I was looking at a map. It’s a ways from here.
WELLS: It is, yeah. It’s at the edge of our service area.
BERRY: So do you get toned out directly from here? From in Burns?
WELLS: Yeah. The dispatch is over at the sheriff’s office.
BERRY: Okay, and how long –
WELLS: So the 911 call goes into there, and then we’re dispatched by radio.
BERRY: Okay. And how long did it take you to make it to Fields Station?
WELLS: Oh man.
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BERRY: A while?
WELLS: I’d have to look at the run sheet. Driving – just regular driving – it can be almost 2 hours.
BERRY: Wow.
WELLS: I think it’s like 100 miles down there. But, you know, we travel at a little higher speed, so hour
20, hour – somewhere around there.
BERRY: Still takes a while to get down there.
WELLS: Yeah, it takes a while.
BERRY: Well and will you describe what you saw when you arrived there at Fields Station?
WELLS: When we arrived, the person was already on scene – the person who had been shot – and was in
the backseat of a pickup. So the door was opened, and he was sitting behind the passenger seat on the right.
And there were – there was a sheriff’s deputy there, and there was a refuge officer. So Fish and Wildlife, I
suppose.
BERRY: Yeah.
WELLS: And then I think that the guys – the group that was together, they had either two or three pickups.
I remember seeing the one that he was in – the patient was in – was pointed at Fields Station, and then
there was another one pulled up beside, and there was some guy sitting on the tailgate. They were part of
the group. And so we – and the first responder. Our first responder, DEBBY, was there.
BERRY: Okay, yeah. Her too.
WELLS: Yeah. She had been on scene and we had been in contact with her on the way down.
BERRY: She was the first medical person to arrive wasn’t she?
WELLS: Yes. She is an emergency medical responder, so she’s an EMR.
BERRY: Okay. And then what actions did you take at the scene?
WELLS: Assessment.
BERRY: Assessment.
WELLS: We jump out. It was a three-person crew, so it was TRAVIS is the paramedic, and then CHRISTI
BANTON was the other EMT, and she was the driver, and then I was the third person, EMT.
BERRY: Okay, and did you have any contact with the victim?
WELLS: Yes. Yeah. We jump out, we grab our bags, we go over and start doing an assessment on a
patient. We take vital signs. The paramedic talks to him about what’s happened, medications that he might
have been taking, when did he eat last, how is he feeling, where is the pain. You know, starting to do that
assessment. It’s a physical assessment or trauma assessment.
BERRY: Mm-hm.
WELLS: To find out what’s going on and what effects there might be pain-wise and neurologically any
damage. That kind of thing. Just start the assessment.
BERRY: Excellent. And do you recall any statements he made as you assessed him?
WELLS: That it sucked that it happened. He was – our assessment is us asking a lot of questions about
how he’s feeling. Is he having any nausea? Where’s his pain? How bad’s the pain? That kind of thing.
BERRY: Yeah.
WELLS: And when – when there are three of us, one of us may – kind of splits off and talks to other
people that are there who may have seen it. How’s he been doing? Is he progressing? Has it gotten worse?
You know, what’s going on? And also talking to the EMR that was there about what was happening and
did the vitals change and that kind of thing. I helped with the vitals a little bit –
BERRY: Mm-hm.
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WELLS: – and I started talking to our first responder that was there and hearing what she had to say and
getting the paperwork that she had for us where she listed her vital signs that she was taking and that kind
of thing. And I, you know, I briefly talked to some of the guys that were with him. His friends.
BERRY: Yeah.
WELLS: And, you know, I don’t remember exactly what was said. I was not aware that the gentleman that
you're investigating was the Chief of Police of Portland. You know, that isn’t something that he would
probably shout to the world right then.
BERRY: Yeah.
WELLS: But he was as – you know, they were all very visibly distraught. They were upset that this
happened. We asked questions about what type of bullets were used so we would know size. So a 22caliber and that everybody was shooting 22-caliber. And, you know, just pieces and parts of it. You know,
they thought it was a ricochet, you know. Well how does that happen – were you shooting by rocks? You
know, what was going on? You know, we’re trying to get an idea of the impact. Was it – because there’s a
difference between a little tiny piece of a bullet entering somebody’s body or the whole thing going straight
in. If it was ricochet, there’s less velocity I’m assuming and would do less damage.
BERRY: Makes sense.
WELLS: But if they were shot directly, I mean the bullet went straight into his back, then we’re looking at
more damage because of that, and how close was it and that kind of thing. So we were trying to kind of get
an idea what was happening, and I’m not clear on that.
BERRY: Well that’s what I was going to ask. Did anybody make any statements about what happened?
How he got shot?
WELLS: They were all firing. They were shooting squirrels.
BERRY: All right.
WELLS: And they were sharing the bullets. You know, I don't know if they were passing each other’s
rifles around. I know that’s common. I go out and shoot squirrels every year. I know what goes on, you
know? And so the ammo was shared. Like I said, I don’t know about the weapons.
BERRY: Um-hm. Did you have any impression that these guys had been drinking alcohol?
WELLS: If I had to – at that moment, if I looked at them and the way that they were walking around,
talking, how clear they were on what was going on, how clear the patient was on what was going on –
BERRY: Mm-hm.
WELLS: – I would not say that they were impaired. To me, they weren’t impaired. And there wasn’t a
strong smell of alcohol, beer, or something like that.
BERRY: Yeah.
WELLS: And that is something that you do kind of pick up on.
BERRY: I imagine.
WELLS: You know, if you're going out on a scene that’s a trauma of some kind or a wreck, you usually
can smell the alcohol. If they're impaired, they’ve had enough, they smell like alcohol.
BERRY: You can really smell it.
WELLS: You know, I didn’t – I didn’t get that impression.
BERRY: Yeah.
WELLS: But I wasn’t inside the cab with the patient, and I wasn’t, you know, this far away from the other
guys that I was talking to, but I did talk to them. You know, and I shook hands with them, and, you know,
close enough to pat on the shoulder and say hey, I’m really sorry that this happened. You know, kind of
ruined your vacation and that kind of thing.
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BERRY: Well, yeah.
WELLS: But, I don’t think they were – I didn’t see that they were impaired.
BERRY: Now I know that this incident has received some media coverage since the –
WELLS: Mm-hm.
BERRY: – story broke. I didn’t think to bring a picture of the Portland Chief with me. Have you read any
news stories about it? Do you know what he looks like?
WELLS: I do know what he looks like now, yeah.
BERRY: So now that you know what he looks like, did you have any special contact with Chief O’DEA?
WELLS: I talked to him, yeah.
BERRY: Yeah?
WELLS: And he had – there was – one of the guys – there were a few guys sitting on the tailgate, and then
he was with one of the other guys, and they were both – they seemed like they were closer friends.
BERRY: Um-hm.
WELLS: But, you know, they were all just as distraught as the others.
BERRY: Yeah.
WELLS: They were all upset. He was – he was with that other guy and was standing and was walking
around more. They were – the two that I did go and shake hands with and say I’m really sorry, I mean they
were just about in tears, you know. All of them were upset, but –
BERRY: Yeah.
WELLS: – yeah. He seemed – those two guys seemed especially upset. And I don’t know if – and I can’t
remember. One of them had a really close relationship with the patient. They had known each other since
kindergarten, and I can’t remember which one of them it was. I don't know.
BERRY: Okay.
WELLS: I don't know. Nobody – nobody ever said, you know, hey, we know that this is the rifle that –
that was fired and shot our friend.
BERRY: Yeah.
WELLS: Nobody ever – you know, what I was hearing is that we don’t know. We don’t know who shot
and whose bullet it was because we were all shooting.
BERRY: Okay. Well and just to stick with the chief for just a moment, do you recall anything in particular
– anything stand out in your head about what he said about the incident or anything?
WELLS: No.
BERRY: No.
WELLS: No. You know, and I
BERRY: Mm-hm.
WELLS: – I would remember more because I would think, oh my God, the poor guy.
BERRY: Right, right.
WELLS: And I would remember, oh gosh, this poor Chief of Police from Portland. This happened to him.
This is terrible. And I would remember more of it, and I probably would’ve talked to him more. But there
was no indication that any one of them was saying, hey, it was my fault. This is my fault.
BERRY: Yeah.
WELLS: Or it’s his fault or his fault. There was – there was none of that going on while we were there or
what I saw.
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BERRY: Okay. Well, and I’ve asked you kind of generally, but just specifically what the chief – did you
have any impression that he’d been drinking alcohol?
WELLS: There’s a difference between drinking alcohol and being impaired –
BERRY: Being impaired, yeah.
WELLS: – to me.
BERRY: I agree.
WELLS: He did not give any indication at all that he was impaired.
BERRY: Okay.
WELLS: And he was up walking around, so, you know, impaired to me he would have been showing
signs of that, and –
BERRY: Stumbling, slurring his words, something like that.
WELLS: Nope. None of that.
BERRY: Could you smell alcohol on his breath?
WELLS: It didn’t make an impression.
BERRY: Yeah.
WELLS: So probably not enough – not enough that I would say, whoa, you know, these guys were
drinking a little heavy today and that’s why somebody got shot, you know. That’s –
BERRY: Yeah.
WELLS: I didn’t get that indication.
BERRY: Well, and can you describe how your involvement in the incident ended?
WELLS: Well, we waited for the – the helicopter, actually, was really close behind us.
BERRY: Mm-hm.
WELLS: So we had launched them on our way down. Because it is so far out and it was a gunshot wound,
we decided that would be the best course for the patient. So they landed shortly after us just a little ways
away on one of the side roads.
BERRY: Yeah.
WELLS: And they came over, we decided to leave the patient in the back of that pick-up instead of getting
him out, putting him in the ambulance and taking him over, so we let the guy drive him over to the
helicopter, and we started saying goodbye. He was with the helicopter crew, so we turned him over and we
started saying goodbye to the guys that were there. You know, that’s when we said, hey, you know, we’re
really sorry that this happened. And the deputy was taking them one at a time to go and talk to them about
what had happened.
BERRY: Okay.
WELLS: So he was interviewing them there, but he was taking them separately to talk to them about –
BERRY: To speak to them separately.
WELLS: Yes. So we said goodbye and climbed back in our ambulance, and –
BERRY: Now you’ve got to go another hour-and-a-half, two hours back north.
WELLS: Yeah. Yeah.
BERRY: So Ms. Wells, you put up with me asking a bunch of nosey questions. Is there anything you want
to add to our conversation you think I should know about or stands out in your memory?
WELLS: No. I just, you know, the whole time it was more – it was never, you know, gee – it never entered
my mind, geez, you idiots. You know, what the hell were you thinking, you know?
BERRY: Yeah.
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WELLS: How could you possibly have let this happen? You were drinking too much or, you know, you're
all stumbling drunk. Why were you firing weapons? There was – that never entered my head. It was
always, man, this sucks.
BERRY: Terrible, yeah.
WELLS: You know, they were over here trying to have some fun. Whether they had a few beers or not, so
what? They're on vacation. They're not at work, they're just having some fun, and this happened and it
ruined their break. So I felt bad for them. That was – I never – I never had anything from anybody that
made me think, oh, you jerk. Nothing, you know, that was bad. Why you’d do that kind of thing?
BERRY: You know, I may have forgotten to ask you earlier, and I want to make sure. I think you told me
earlier no one ever identified themselves as a Portland Police officer?
WELLS: No.
BERRY: No? All right.
WELLS: No, no, no. And I – you know, later I wondered about that, but then, you know, my dad was a
cop growing up, you know, and my brother was a cop, and it wasn’t something when they were – when
they were off duty, if they were just out doing – I mean it wasn’t, hey, I’m a cop, you know, kind of thing.
And in that situation, I can understand why he didn’t.
BERRY: Yeah.
WELLS: Yeah. But if I had known, it would’ve changed my memory. What I kept.
BERRY: Oh, sure.
WELLS: Yeah. If I had known, –
BERRY: I know what you mean.
WELLS: – I probably would’ve felt even worse for the guy, but yeah.
BERRY: Yeah. Well thank you so much for talking to me.
WELLS: Sure.
BERRY: It’s a big help.
WELLS: Yeah.
BERRY: I’m going to go ahead and quit recording. Time is approximately 2:05 hours.
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