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BERRY: This is IPR investigator ERIC BERRY. Today’s date is Tuesday May 24th 2016. The time is
approximately 10:10. I am present at a conference room in the auditor’s office on the third floor of city
hall for an interview related to my case 2016-B-0014. Also present with me in the room are IPR
director CONSTANTIN SEVERE and Portland Police Bureau Chief LAWRENCE O’DEA.
Gentlemen are you both aware that I’m recording our conversation?
ODEA: Yes.
SEVERE: Yes.
BERRY: All right, and thank you very much, so Chief I’ll start kind of at the beginning. Can you tell
me a little bit about the – this trip that you went out on? Like, where did you go?
ODEA: Yeah, this particular trip we went kind of to Southeast Oregon around the Pueblo Mountains.
BERRY: Okay.
ODEA: Kind of probably the closest town is Fields.
BERRY: Is which one?
ODEA: Fields.
BERRY: Fields, okay.
ODEA: And it –
BERRY: That’s where Fields station is right?
ODEA: Yeah.
BERRY: I’ve driven past there.
ODEA: It’s for sale.
BERRY: No kidding. If you wanted a business opportunity.
ODEA: But a group of friends and I have gone on these trips for – I think this is our twenty eighth
year.
BERRY: Okay.
ODEA: And we all take a week of vacation every year and kind of go to different parts of the state.
We’ve been all over the state and just exploring. Sometimes they’re quad riding trips and shooting and
camping.
BERRY: I’ve read different descriptions and different stories that I’ve read about this. It’s been
described as a hunting trip and a camping trip. Which –
ODEA: I wouldn’t call it a hunting trip because it’s really more of an exploring trip. I mean, we’re
driving and camping at different places.
BERRY: Yeah.
ODEA: But we’re shooting at times, and there’s sage rats, but you know, probably more target
shooting necessarily than sage rat shooting. I had gone on a sage rat hunting trip about two weeks
before where –
BERRY: All right.
ODEA: That’s what we were doing at an alfalfa ranch.
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BERRY: Well now, so that’s what I’ve heard about sage rats, is you find a farmer and ask their
permission and they’re always happy to let you –
ODEA: Oh yeah, yeah there’s a –
BERRY: – keep the population down.
ODEA: Place that I’ve gone several years in a row.
BERRY: Yeah.
ODEA: And so that – this was just I would call more of an exploring trip, well not necessarily hunting
trip although we did all that with different shooting.
BERRY: And where were you all staying, were you camping or –
ODEA: Yeah, we camp in our vehicles or tents or on cots, so –
BERRY: Okay.
ODEA: STEVE BUCHTEL was riding with me and he brought a little tent and we’d set that up each
night. I slept in the back of my truck.
BERRY: Yeah.
ODEA: In a canopy and then some other folks would either sleep in their vehicles or set up a tent or a
couple people just put cots out in the open and just threw a tarp over themselves at night.
BERRY: And did you stay at the same camp site or did you move around?
ODEA: No, we moved around.
BERRY: That’s a good way to do it.
ODEA: Yeah, its – because the idea was just wanting to explore this whole area.
BERRY: Yeah.
ODEA: And then – but the last place we were at we were going to stay a second night because it was
the last night and before going out onto the hardball road we –
BERRY: Okay.
ODEA: – ended up not staying because of the shooting, but that Thursday night we were going to
stay in that same place twice, which we never do.
BERRY: And which place is that, the place where you wound up at the end?
ODEA: Yeah, I – I mean its kind of the middle of nowhere.
BERRY: Middle of nowhere?
ODEA: Yeah.
BERRY: Hard to tell where.
ODEA: Yeah, it was –
BERRY: Okay.
ODEA: In general the Pueblo Mountains are sort of in the southeast corner. MIKE LIEB was the
navigator, maps, and GPS guy, so I don’t know exactly where we were, I know generally where we
were, but he had – he had good maps. Knew where the private land was, knew where the public land
was, and so that – we kind of started just sort of circularly went around the mountain areas down –
touch by the Nevada border and worked our way –
BERRY: Yeah.
ODEA: Back up to the highway.
SEVERE: So the place where the incident occurred was that on public land or on private land?
ODEA: Yeah, public land.
SEVERE: Okay.
BERRY: Like BLM or something?
ODEA: BLM land, yeah he’s got good maps and GPS. He usually picks out the areas where we’re
going to go each year and this was a place that none of us had been, and so he had maps and GPS and
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we even had radios in our trucks, so that he was able to tell us when driving along, there’s a little
square of private land there or public land here.
BERRY: Yeah, that’s pretty beautiful country down there. I’ve been through a couple of times and I
really like it. You talked about doing a little shooting; can you tell me what firearms you had with you?
ODEA: Yeah, .22’s.
BERRY: .22’s?
ODEA: Yeah.
BERRY: Okay, and what kinds of .22’s?
ODEA: The – I was shooting the Winchester Lever Action it’s called the model 9422.
BERRY: Okay, a 9422?
ODEA: Yeah.
BERRY: Sure, sure, how long have you had that?
ODEA: A long time.
BERRY: Yeah.
ODEA: You know they quit making them and yeah, and, you know, I saw a couple the other day they
were going for about twelve hundred bucks now and they just –
BERRY: Oh yeah.
ODEA: – crazy sky rocket in value since Winchester stopped making them.
BERRY: Well that’s the truth. Any kind of – I mean, there all these – people really admire
Winchesters.
ODEA: Yeah.
BERRY: You put a Winchester name on it and it seems like it can add four or five hundred dollars to
the price. You had a 9422.
ODEA: Yeah.
BERRY: Did you have any other .22’s with you?
ODEA: Yeah, I had a Smith and Wesson .22 pistol and an H&R nine shot.
BERRY: Okay.
ODEA: Pistol.
BERRY: One of those top break revolvers?
ODEA: No, it actually is a side break.
BERRY: Side, oh okay.
ODEA: But when the event happened I was shooting my rifle.
BERRY: The rifle is the one, okay, and what kinds of firearms did the other guys have with them?
ODEA: A variety of .22’s, so one of the fellow’s had two top break H&R nine shot .22’s and he had
made a couple homemade holsters for them.
BERRY: Oh yeah.
ODEA: And MIKE LIEB was shooting a Colt Diamond Back .22 and a K22 Smith and Wesson and a
10-22 rifle.
BERRY: I was waiting to hear you say somebody had a 10/22 there.
ODEA: Yeah and then STEVE BUCHTEL was shooting a 10/22 rifle. That is what he had brought.
BERRY: All right.
ODEA: And JEFF PURVIS had a Smith and Wesson semi-automatic, a .22 and then BOB
DEMPSEY, my friend who I shot, had a Smith and Wesson model 41 semi-automatic .22.
BERRY: 41, all right, well and in kind of going through everybody’s low down I anticipated maybe
another question I was going to ask you, who all was there on the trip?
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ODEA: JIM MILLER, MIKE LIEB, BOB DEMPSEY, myself, JEFF PURVIS, STEVE BUCHTEL,
and BRIAN CAROL.
BERRY: Okay, and does that guest list, does that kind of stay steady for your hunting trips?
ODEA: Well – so MIKE and BOB grew up together and knew each other in school and then they met
JIM kind of early on, so those three did trips for years even as I think in their teens. It was in 1988 that
I joined them.
BERRY: Okay.
ODEA: And then the other folks have come before at different times. I would not say that the other
three were – they haven’t done it for, you know, twenty eight years, but they’ve been on several trips
here and there.
BERRY: On and off.
ODEA: Because its one we do every year, take a week every year.
BERRY: All right, let’s see, all right, well I appreciate you giving me that background on the trip and
kind of who was there and kinds of firearms everybody had. I’d like to ask you about what happened.
ODEA: Mm-hm.
BERRY: The negligent discharge or accidental discharge. I wonder if you could just walk me through
what happened.
ODEA: Yeah, so we were all kind of generally lined up in lawn chairs in a row shooting down into an
open area that had a – had a high bank and we had cans set up on the far bank and there was sage rats
running around here and there too, and so we were all shooting out there on and off just sitting around
for a couple hours and a couple of us were having troubles with our guns and – which is unusual
because my guns older, but its not been shot a lot. It’s always been really really reliable and JEFF
PURVIS was to my left, and he said he had a cleaning kit if I wanted to use it to try to fix my gun
because what would happen – it would not extract a – either a fire round or a casing out of the
chamber.
BERRY: So you jacked the lever and –
ODEA: Yeah and just the extractor would just pop right off and the round would stay –
BERRY: Yeah.
ODEA: – in there and it started happening quite a bit, and so he gave me his kit, so I cleaned the gun
up and started shooting it again and then it started doing it – still was doing it and then of – I’m
shooting ammunition out of a vitamin jar.
BERRY: Mm-hm.
ODEA: It’s just got all different kinds of ammunition, all .22’s but different brands, different kinds
from different trips all just piled into one. And then I start seeing a theme that there’s – even though
the ammunition didn’t look bad, it’s a little bit older and some oxidation on it and it was just enough to
keep the rounds in the case, but the couple ones that were clean, they worked every time, so its not the
gun falling apart is not a weak extractor, it’s just the ammunition is a little bit crudded up.
BERRY: Yeah.
ODEA: And so we’re all out there and shooting and I just had to get up and I got electronic ear muffs
on, so they kind of compress your head a little bit. You need to take them off your head a little bit, but
I got up and went to my truck and got – had a little bit of food and grabbed a beer for later, I hadn’t had
anything to drink that day, you know, we bring beer and have beer on the trips, but I hadn’t had
anything that day, and so I had one and I got one for my chair, it was one of those folding Coleman
chair with the little table.
BERRY: With a little side table?
ODEA: On the side.
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BERRY: Yeah.
ODEA: A little table and then, like, a cup holder in that, so I brought that out and set it down there
and we’re shooting some more and decided after a little bit then, its like, all right, I’m going to take a
break now and go back behind my truck where I can take my hearing protection off. With everyone
shooting .22’s you needed protection on the line, but if you get back off the line a little bit you can take
it off and let my head breathe.
BERRY: Yeah.
ODEA: From the headphones, and so I’m sitting in my chair and my plan is to go up walk left
towards my truck and I’m putting my gun down, picking up my drink or picking up my drink and
putting my gun and starting to go this way and then I hear BOB make a noise and I can hear it go – it’s
a, you know, I can hear the noise good those hearing amplification because it shuts off loud noises, but
amplifies talking voices.
BERRY: Yeah.
ODEA: And I hear him make a noise and it wasn’t like a – because people were cheering when
people would hit a can or especially every time you hit the one that’s way out at a hundred yards and
we could tell that something happened and I turned and, you know, he’s – I mean, it can’t be a step or
two away and I turn and I see him with his left hand holding his side and he’s wearing black Carhartt
bib overalls and a black short sleeved t-shirt and he has a military tanker holster.
BERRY: Mm-hm.
ODEA: I don’t know if you’re familiar with those or not.
BERRY: Like the – for the .45’s?
ODEA: Yes.
BERRY: That and they –
ODEA: Yup.
BERRY: Strapped to your belt there.
ODEA: Yeah.
BERRY: Yeah.
ODEA: Yeah, so he has it set up angled and its holsters that we all have. We got them for riding
around on quads and stuff.
BERRY: Yeah.
ODEA: But he keeps his Smith and Wesson .22 in there, so it sticks out about two inches below that
and I – so I see him hold – and his holster’s empty. I don’t see his other hand. He’s kind of squeezing
and holding with his hands and I see a little bit of blood on the side and at first he said something like
I’m hurt and then almost right away he said I’m shot, and so I’m looking at him and I’m like, you just
shot yourself trying to re-holster that .22 because that tanker holster’s lined up right in this hole, so its
like, kind of right to side to the back here. Right in line with that and I’m like, oh, so I start – I go over
to check him. I said I got to peel this holster off and peel your bib tops off to see this and check all
around him and I can see there – it’s clearly a .22 hole, right in his side there, and so I’m believing
seeing that that he’s re-holstering had his finger on the trigger and shot himself.
BERRY: Mm-hm.
ODEA: And checking him and not finding any exit wound. I carry a big trauma box with me, and so I
get him patched up and while I’m doing that, and STEVE BUCHTEL’S helping me. MIKE LIEB is
getting his truck – the back of his super cab of his truck emptied out and putting a sleeping bag out and
then we – there’s no cell phone coverage out there, so –
BERRY: Yeah.
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ODEA: – the plan is they’re going to drive towards fields and when they get reception they’re going
to stop and call for an ambulance to meet there, and so MIKE LIEB drives and STEVE BUCHTEL
and JIM MILLER go with them, with BOB DEMPSEY and STEVE tells me later they got phone
reception, he told them to stop. He called and he had an ambulance meet them at Fields. The
ambulance people also activated life flight and what the rest of us told him, said we’ll scoop up all of
camp because camps all set up and spread and squeeze it into our trucks and meet you in fields we’ll
be behind you there, so we scramble and pick that up and when we come out onto the hardball road I
had a misunderstanding on the directions.
BERRY: Mm-hm.
ODEA: BRIAN CAROL who’s in the truck in front of me, we turned left onto that road going away
from Fields instead of right, but then we see a police car come by with lights and an ambulance its like,
that’s got to be the other direction and I had a misunderstanding for where we had gone in off of that
highway.
BERRY: Mm-hm.
ODEA: I thought we were going to make a loop and still come out south of Fields. We made a loop
and came out north of Fields.
BERRY: North of Fields.
ODEA: So –
BERRY: Oh yeah.
ODEA: ...for a few minutes we’re driving the wrong way and its like, all right, we got the radios. All
right, it’s the other way, and so we flip around, you know, so it takes a few minutes going the wrong
direction to flip around, head back, and pull into Fields. As we’re pulling into Fields we can see the life
flight helicopter coming.
BERRY: Yeah.
SEVERE: Just to go back a little bit, when you’re sitting in your chair before you see Mr. DEMPSEY
kind of, indicate that he has been injured somehow, do you remember basically the shooting lines?
ODEA: Yeah.
SEVERE: Was it like, so where – so –
ODEA: Yeah, so far right would be earlier STEVE BUCHTEL was there, but when this happened he
had moved over to the left side, so far right became JIM MILLER, and then MIKE LIEB, and then
BOB DEMPSEY, then me, then JEFF PURVIS, then STEVE BUCHTEL, and then BRIAN CAROL;
and STEVE BUCHTEL and BRIAN CAROL, my truck was pulled up a little, so I couldn’t see
STEVE other than him just sticking out of the nose of the truck, so imagine all these chairs lined up
and kind of the nose of my truck and then STEVE at the front of that.
BERRY: Up there.
ODEA: And then BRIAN left of that.
SEVERE: And how much distance did each of you guys have from each other?
ODEA: It was fairly close. I mean, probably just enough room for maybe if you put a empty chair
between us, I mean, so – I mean, about as far if we’re both sitting looking that way about –
BERRY: Okay.
ODEA: ...this much space between us, because I had my table there and you probably could’ve
squeezed another chair in-between that.
SEVERE: So would you say maybe six to seven feet?
ODEA: Oh I – no I would say more like four.
SEVERE: Four?
ODEA: Yeah.
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SEVERE: Four feet, okay.
BERRY: Okay.
ODEA: And it was probably – it was a little inconsistent, but I think that was generally how JIM and
MIKE and BOB and I and JEFF – well although JEFF was a little bit in front.
BERRY: Yeah.
ODEA: And then STEVE’S further on the side of my truck and then BRIAN’S further yet.
SEVERE: Okay, so when it first occurs, the incident where Mr. DEMPSEY is touching his lower part
of his body, you believed that it is something that he is in – its basic self inflicted.
ODEA: Yeah, I’m looking because I’m getting, you know, my – because I – and I have – since
figuring I did it I’ve tried to go through my head a thousand times and figure out what happened. Did I
not get a round out, you know, because when I set my gun down, hoisted it down empty, you know,
flick that round out and did – was that one of the ones that didn’t come out? I don’t know or did I just
not get it out.
BERRY: Yeah.
ODEA: You know, failed to do that on the front end, but my intention is, you know, I’m picking up
my can and putting my gun down and going to go over, walk around over to the – my truck and the
back of my truck, and so I’m – you know, I’m turned away from him and I couldn’t tell you – because
I didn’t have any sensation with my gun going off.
SEVERE: So you didn’t – you didn’t feel the –
ODEA: No.
SEVERE: – the weapon discharge and you didn’t hear it?
ODEA: No, and those hearing protectors do a good job of cutting off loud noise, but I didn’t have
any sensation of my gun going off, you know, I’m put in, you know, my mind I am setting my gun
down because I’m leaning against this table while I go and I’m turning and looking this way, and so
I’m looking this way when I hear him make that noise, because I remember turning and looking at him
and by the time I turn and looking at him, he’s already grabbing and looking back like this.
BERRY: Yeah.
ODEA: And so I can’t say, you know, whether my gun discharged as I’m first setting it down or did I
get it all the way down or did I catch something on the way. I couldn’t tell you for sure that I – did I
not drop it or did it fall, you know, I know I’m setting it down this and I’m looking this way and I
know when I turn all I have is my can in my hand, and but as soon as I look and then as soon as he
says he shot, instantly its like, all right, you just shot yourself re-holstering. It was, you know, it just
lined right up with that and he had been drinking some, but I wouldn’t say that he was drunk, but he’d
been drinking, so I might’ve just thought he must’ve just kept his finger on the trigger.
BERRY: Oh, okay.
ODEA: Re-holstering and, you know, now, you know, after we talked it out later and figured out he
didn’t do it, you know, and it was clear to me that it had come from me and I just really tried to replay
and try to focus and figure how I – what were my movements, you know, I remember and my plan is
pick up my can, put down my gun, and walk that way and I know I had my can in my hand and I didn’t
have my gun when I turn around and look at him and, you know, my perception was, you know, I’m
two steps away.
SEVERE: So when did you realize that it wasn’t something – that the injury wasn’t something that
was self inflicted by Mr. DEMPSEY and –
ODEA: Sunday.
SEVERE: – Sun – and the incident occurred what day of the week?
ODEA: The Thursday – Thursday the 21st about 4:30.
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SEVERE: Okay.
ODEA: P.M.
SEVERE: Okay.
ODEA: And so we go down, you know, into Fields. He gets LifeFlighted. We’re talking to the
deputies, you know, one at a time and then they decided to fly him to Boise instead of Bend. We
thought he’d be going to Bend, and so MIKE and JIM are retired, and so they said we’ll go. We’ll go
to Boise and – to be able to, you know, bring him back and the rest of us head back home and by that
time – you know, and it’s about an eight hour drive from –
BERRY: Yeah.
ODEA: – Fields there, and so by the time we get back it’s, you know, Friday morning. Friday the
22nd and then – oh and BOB DEMPSEY called me on our drive back at like 10:00 P.M., talked to
STEVE BUCHTEL and I, and he called me and he said they’re letting me out tomorrow. The bullet
didn’t hit anything, and so we had asked him again and says – about shooting himself and he goes I
didn’t shoot myself. We’re like, what? He said I didn’t shoot myself and, you know, he still wasn’t for
sure about that because clearly he was on pain medications and then had been drinking and what not
and he’s still maybe a little bit in denial or something.
BERRY: Yeah.
ODEA: And so – but then – so STEVE BUCHTEL and I are talking on the way home, all right, if he
didn’t shoot himself what happened here? Where – and it was – I didn’t know exactly where it was. I
knew there positions here, but since STEVE had been earlier, I said the only two things that I could
think of was where JEFF was, was a little bit in front and he was having some malfunctions, too, and
doing kind of a malfunction cleared at the side. I thought, did he come back and shoot and its like, I
was looking right that way, I would’ve seen that and – but STEVE said that he had heard JEFF say he
wasn’t there, that he had taken a break to go to the bathroom or something, and so the only other thing
I was thinking of was BRIAN had gone pretty far forward of the line once. I’m like, BRIAN you have
to get back that’s a bad angle, but none of those two really made sense, and so I wondered did
something happen between he and MIKE there and then – but then I talked to MIKE on Sunday,
Sunday the 24th, and MIKE was just to BOB’S right and MIKE said he clearly remembers a shot going
off between BOB and I. That he was certain a shot went off between us. He thought somebody had an
accidental discharge into the dirt and then he said the other thing that made it certain for me, he said
either he or JIM had checked BOB’S gun and that his gun had an empty chamber and a full magazine
in it, and so if he would have shot himself, that gun wouldn’t be in that condition.
BERRY: Yeah.
ODEA: And so when MIKE and I are talking, I mean, it just it hits me like a freight train. Holy
smokes, I did this. It had to be me because there’s no other way for a shot to go off between us unless
it was BOB or me and I start, you know, replaying in my head a thousand times trying to figure out
this, you know, I had no sensation of a gun going off at all, you know, and I turned and look at him,
and so my whole focus then is he just shot himself.
SEVERE: So when was the first time that you checked your weapon after this shooting incident?
ODEA: What do you mean checked it?
SEVERE: Just to – well just to see if, you know, there was any rounds in your weapon.
ODEA: When we’re – afterwards we’re just picking everything up, you know, picking up and
emptying everyone’s guns, so I know I had rounds in –
SEVERE: Okay.
ODEA: – my magazine. I couldn’t tell you for sure...
SEVERE: Okay.
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ODEA: In my chamber or not.
SEVERE: Now that’s a tubular, yeah –
BERRY: Now do you load it from the front or does it have side gate in the front?
ODEA: In the front, yeah.
BERRY: Most .22 levers are that way.
ODEA: Yeah.
SEVERE: Okay.
BERRY: When you set it down did you have the action open or –
ODEA: I couldn’t tell you. The usual thing for me would be to just empty that round out of the
chamber.
BERRY: Yeah.
ODEA: And set it down.
BERRY: Set it down open –
ODEA: Yeah.
BERRY: – right?
ODEA: Not with the action open, just when the chambers empty.
BERRY: Okay.
ODEA: And so I knew there’d be rounds in the magazine. I couldn’t tell you how many, it holds
fifteen or seventeen or something –
BERRY: Yeah, with the .22s it holds a lot. When you closed the lever back up that hammer is going
to back?
ODEA: Yeah.
BERRY: Do you have any idea if the hammer was back when you –
ODEA: Well, the gun went off, so clearly the hammer was back, but I couldn’t tell you, you know,
ahead of time.
BERRY: Yeah, was it then –
ODEA: Well –
BERRY: Were you aware of it, when you set it down?
ODEA: No.
BERRY: No, okay.
ODEA: No, not at all.
BERRY: That the hammers back?
ODEA: Like I said, I can’t because I’m – you know, I’m taking – because I’m right handed, so I’m,
you know, he’s here and I’m usually out this way.
BERRY: Yeah.
ODEA: And now I’m going to put the gun here and pick up my can the can and go here.
BERRY: Yeah.
ODEA: And so I can’t tell you where on my chair for sure it ended up or did it end up on the ground
or – that’s it because I wasn’t even thinking at all about my gun at the time. I was thinking of him –
shot himself.
SEVERE: So day of the incident had you taken any prescription drugs or –
ODEA: Allergy pill.
SEVERE: Allergy pill?
ODEA: Yeah.
SEVERE: And you had how much to drink prior to the incident?
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ODEA: I had nothing, I mean, well 6:30 in the morning I had a cup of coffee with a splash of Irish
crème in it.
SEVERE: Mm-hm.
ODEA: But I had actually had no beer, nothing to drink all that day.
SEVERE: And –
ODEA: I had just picked up that first can to –
SEVERE: Oh, okay, and the incident occurred what time?
ODEA: About 4:30.
SEVERE: 4:30, okay.
BERRY: Now I don’t want to – I just want to make sure I understand. You’re shooting, you take a
break, you go back to your truck, you get something to eat, you grab a beer for later.
ODEA: Mm-hm.
BERRY: Bring it back to the shooting line, you get up, then that’s when whatever happened,
happened.
ODEA: Mm-hm.
BERRY: You take your beer with you, but you’re setting your rifle down.
ODEA: I was – I couldn’t tell you the exact order, but I’m, you know, I’m picking up my can and –
BERRY: Yeah.
ODEA: – putting the rifle down, so I’m taking that and I’m going to go back behind the truck.
BERRY: But you hadn’t opened the beer?
ODEA: I may have just opened it because, you know, I’m setting the gun down and I’m picking it up
and either it was already open and I think I might’ve just, just popped it –
BERRY: Okay.
ODEA: – when I’m – as I’m getting up.
BERRY: I’m just asking because it’s always a short line for me between picking up a can and
opening it up when –
ODEA: Oh yeah.
BERRY: – I have a beer, yeah.
ODEA: Yeah, I –
BERRY: Okay.
ODEA: You know, my – as best as I can recall, I’m picking it up and opening it as I’m walking,
because my intention is, you know, I’m done with this, I’m going to go back here, take off –
BERRY: Yeah.
ODEA: – my headphones and relax.
BERRY: You talked about this thing happening, the group of you all are running down the road to get
coverage, so you can call for aid. The group of you police up the camp.
ODEA: Yeah.
BERRY: And then eventually meet everyone after – at Fields station.
ODEA: Yeah.
BERRY: And that’s after going the one way and then realizing –
ODEA: Yeah.
BERRY: Okay, did you give a statement to a deputy?
ODEA: Yeah.
BERRY: At Fields?
ODEA: Yeah.
BERRY: I know you got a lot going on right there. Do you remember what deputy you spoke to?
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ODEA: No, I never did get his name. He only had one card and I think –
BERRY: Yeah.
ODEA: – he originally gave it to MIKE, who gave it to BOB.
BERRY: Okay, and so you just, you described to the deputy what happened?
ODEA: Yeah, at – and at the time, you know, I believed that BOB shot himself.
BERRY: Yeah.
ODEA: And I’m also thinking, all right, if that didn’t happen – because BOB was saying, “No, I
didn’t, no, I didn’t.” That, all right, I’m probably the one person that for sure didn’t because my guns
sitting down and I’m walking the other way, and so I mean, I – not only did, you know, I ended up
being the one shooting him, but I was at that point thinking all right, whatever happened here I know
my guns sitting down. I’m not even shooting at the moment.
BERRY: Yeah, so when you talked to the deputy did you suggest maybe that BOB shot himself?
ODEA: Mm-hm, that’s what I believed happened.
BERRY: Yeah, at that time.
ODEA: I just – because we had taken BOB’s holster off and taken his Carhartt’s off, so the holster
wasn’t there to see that, but I described him the holster.
BERRY: Yeah.
ODEA: And told him that that’s what I thought happened.
BERRY: And did the other guys – it sounds like they all gave statements too.
ODEA: Yeah.
BERRY: Yeah, did you hear anything that they said?
ODEA: No, we had one on one.
BERRY: With the statements?
ODEA: Yeah.
BERRY: Okay, go ahead.
SEVERE: Was he – was the sheriff’s deputy from Harney County, was he able to talk to Mr.
DEMPSEY that night?
ODEA: I don’t believe so.
SEVERE: Okay.
ODEA: And that and my conversation with BOB on Sunday, that’s why I think that – so on Sunday,
so MIKE and I are talking and I said that’s when it hits me. Holy shit, I did this, and so I call BOB
right away and tell BOB and said BOB I got to talk to the deputy. He goes he’s on vacation for a few
weeks. He’s going to call me because he hasn’t talked to me yet, when he gets back from vacation.
BERRY: Okay.
ODEA: And so I told BOB and apologized to BOB and I said, you know, I apologize for thinking you
shot yourself. Its clear to me now, I did this.
BERRY: How did he respond to that?
ODEA: He was great. He’s been phenomenal.
BERRY: Yeah, that’s good.
ODEA: Yeah, it’s –
BERRY: Now I have to cover all my bases. Did you have any kind of conversation with anyone
before you talked to the deputy about what you were going to say?
ODEA: I don’t know, I don’t think so because I rode alone because STEVE was riding with me.
BERRY: Mm-hm.
ODEA: But he was in MIKE’S vehicle, so he was already there, and so the deputy had talked to those
folks by the time I got there, so I don’t think I talked to anybody.
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BERRY: Okay.
ODEA: About that, and we were all scrambling to pick up the rest of camp, so we didn’t have any
conversation then.
BERRY: Yeah. So you get home a few days later, Sunday.
ODEA: Right, except for I did have, you know, when I’m treating BOB, I’m saying, you know, you
shot yourself.
BERRY: Yeah.
ODEA: And so STEVE BUCHTEL’S there and BOB’S there, I don’t know who else might’ve been
close.
BERRY: Yeah, so Sunday you kind of piece together what happened?
ODEA: Yeah, so Sunday talking to MIKE and I mean, two things were significant because BOB had
been consistent. He said I didn’t do it and, you know, and I still wasn’t – all right, are you sure because
that’s what it looks like.
BERRY: Yeah.
ODEA: But MIKE – when MIKE said two things; he said I am certain that a shot went off between
you and then he said – talked about either he or maybe JIM had checked BOB’s pistol, picked up
BOB’S pistol and holster and said that it had an empty chamber and a full mag and then it just hit me
that it’s the only other way for a shot to go off would’ve been me and that was the only gun that was
out and right there.
BERRY: Yeah. Heck of a thing to realize, huh?
ODEA: It was devastating.
BERRY: Yeah.
ODEA: So I told MIKE, hey, I have to talk to BOB and I called BOB and said BOB when you talked
to the deputy, you got the contact info, and he said he was vacation for a few weeks; he’s going to call
me as soon as he gets back. He hadn’t talked to him. I told my wife that day as well. I told my son that
day, and then I called STEVE BUCHTEL and told STEVE BUCHTEL as well.
BERRY: Okay.
ODEA: And that was on Sunday the 24th.
BERRY: Okay.
ODEA: And then the mayor was in Europe, but due back Monday, and so I called him at seven
o’clock in the morning on Monday, first thing Monday morning and told him. I told my four assistant
chief’s at eight o’clock that morning, told them the whole story that, you know, I thought my friend
had shot himself, but it ends up that I did. I told DEREK RODRIGUES at 11:00 A.M. that morning.
He’s the captain of Professional Standards as you know, and then I also told my executive assistant and
my adjutants, so that’s Lieutenant TERRY KRUGER and DIANE HAMMON, so I told those eight
people that Monday and the other five that Sunday as we figured it out.
SEVERE: So when you notified the mayor, was that a phone conversation?
ODEA: Yeah.
SEVERE: Okay.
ODEA: Yeah, because it was seven in the morning. I knew that he would be back from Europe that
night, so I wanted to tell him right off the bat as soon he gets back.
BERRY: Yeah, the first meeting that you had when you told you’re ACs, was –
ODEA: Yeah.
BERRY: – CREBS there?
ODEA: Yeah.
BERRY: Okay, and he’s –
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ODEA: Yes him.
BERRY: – your AC of investigations, isn’t he?
ODEA: No, DONNA HENDERSON is.
BERRY: No? Oh man, I’m sorry.
ODEA: Yeah, so yeah, DONNA HENDERSON, BOB DAY, KEVIN MODICA, and MIKE CREBS,
they were all –
BERRY: Okay.
ODEA: – four there.
BERRY: Okay.
SEVERE: So going back to your interview with the Harney County sheriff’s deputy, was he the sole
law enforcement person that you talked to that night?
ODEA: Yeah, there was another deputy there from maybe Fish and Game or something else, but he
was just there as cover. He wasn’t doing any of investigation.
SEVERE: And so when you did your interview with him, how did you identify yourself?
ODEA: I just told him – I answered his questions, I didn’t say that I was a police officer or a chief.
We’ve got directives that talk about that stuff, so –
SEVERE: So let’s talk about that a little bit, so what did you feel was, you know, kind of the balance
that you’re trying to have and kind of saying okay, I’m LAWRENCE O’DEA. This incident happened,
this my version of events and the obligation that you feel under the directives of not using, you know,
your authority as a chief of police in another jurisdiction to get, you know, any potential favor or, you
know, this – what was the – did you have any of that kind of conversation of any type?
ODEA: Yeah, no because, you know, I mean you have been on cases where we’ve talked to people.
They’ll throw out that they’re a police officer or this or that when there’s no law enforcement reason to
do that, and so he never asked me what my job was. I don’t know if he asked the others or not. They
answered all his questions as far as, who I was, where I lived and did that; but I didn’t – would not
think it would be appropriate to interject, oh by the way, I’m the chief of police, I think that would be a
violation potentially of our directive around off duty conduct.
SEVERE: So you talked earlier that you wanted to – after you realized that okay, you know, I’m –
just process of elimination. The bullet came out of my firearm; I want to talk to this deputy to kind of –
ODEA: Yeah.
SEVERE: – clarify a couple of things. The deputy was on vacation, were you able to do a second
interview with him or a conversation?
ODEA: No, apparently this got leaked out before he was back and called me.
SEVERE: Have you had conversations with any other law enforcement?
ODEA: Yes.
SEVERE: Okay.
ODEA: After that with a detective from Oregon State Police and a special agent from the Department
of Justice.
SEVERE: Okay.
ODEA: They – I talked to them for – the two of them for about an hour and a half Friday the 20th, this
last Friday and then follow up questions with just her last night about 7:30.
SEVERE: Okay, and your initial interview with the Harney County deputy, how long of an interview
was that?
ODEA: Oh boy, probably ten or fifteen minutes maybe.
SEVERE: Okay, so this is kind of going back to the beginning of just introducing all the persons who
were there. How many of those individuals are former law enforcement, if any?
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ODEA: MIKE LIEB is a retired sergeant from the Portland Police Bureau.
BERRY: Is that L-O-E-B?
ODEA: L-I-E-B.
BERRY: Thank you.
ODEA: Yeah, and STEVE BUCHTEL is a retired lieutenant and currently a sergeant at OHSU police.
SEVERE: Were there any current PPB members present on your trip?
ODEA: No.
BERRY: Okay, and I just want to – I wanted to pin down something, I’m sorry we’re bouncing
around a little bit. The Sunday that you realized what happened, talked to your friend who told you that
the deputy is on vacation, did you make an attempt to contact Harney County yourself?
ODEA: No, and I tell you in hindsight that was really foolish of me. For whatever reason, I’m
thinking all right, they haven’t talked to him, everyone, you know, we all believed he shot himself at
this point.
BERRY: Yeah.
ODEA: He’s going to call him back and he’s going to call me and we figured out what happened and
then – very much a mistake on my part not to have contacted (inaudible) call back and let them know,
even though, you know, figuring there’s no other investigation going on. He’s gone and on vacation,
but looking back on this whole thing, that stands out to me as a big mistake.
BERRY: And do you have any idea what the progression was at Harney County, the first people you
spoke to and then you wound up also speaking to OSP and DOJ?
ODEA: Huh-uh.
BERRY: Do you know how the investigation moved from HCSO to over there?
ODEA: I – my guess is that, you know, because I told thirteen people and then talked to two more –
even talked to – my wife had a meeting with our insurance carrier, walked him through the story and
he’s like, well be careful to, you know, before you think you did it, until the investigation is done and
we know that its coming, so I mean there’s – and then she told her sister, too, so there’s fifteen people
there and the mayor said he was going to tell three more of his staff, so there is – there’s at least
eighteen people that know this and a media inquiry came in to us, and so we had – we had to answer
that, so the, you know, the media leak happened before the deputies ever re-contact us.
BERRY: Okay.
ODEA: And so they’re like – and what investigators told me was like, Harney’s doing this
investigation. They think it’s a self inflicted gun shot wound. All the sudden they’re hearing in
Portland that the chief is sorry for shooting, so we need to figure out what the hell’s going on here.
BERRY: Yeah, yeah, will you tell me a little bit – talk about notifying the mayor –
ODEA: Mm-hm.
BERRY: ...by phone call on that Monday about what happened? What was your understanding of
what the mayor was going to do after that conversation?
ODEA: I don’t know what he was going to do at this point because it was – this is what we know, I
thought my friend shot himself. I accidently did, but –
BERRY: Yeah.
ODEA: – the investigations on going.
BERRY: Okay, but did he talk about who he would need to – need to notify or –
ODEA: Yeah, he said that I need to notify JOSH, JOSH ALPERT, DEANNA, DEANNA WESSON
MITCHELL.
BERRY: Yeah.
ODEA: And SARA, SARA HOTTMAN.
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BERRY: Okay.
ODEA: So he said that on that phone call that he was going to notify them.
BERRY: Okay, and then other than talking about – you told him that the investigation is on going and
then he talked about notifying – needing to notify JOSH, DEANNA, SARA, any other kind of
conversation about who was going to do what or what was going to happen?
ODEA: No, he actually was really supportive. He talked about, you know, a personal event that had
happened to him, so he was, you know, being – had a supportive role.
BERRY: Yeah, okay, and then shortly after that it sounds like you notified your ACs?
ODEA: Yeah, eight o’clock. I have an eight o’clock meeting with them every Monday, so –
BERRY: Standing meeting.
ODEA: – I told them all, all four of the AC’s, told them the same story. Here’s what – I thought my
friend had shot himself. Turns out – I figured out on Sunday I actually shot him.
BERRY: Yeah, did you have any kind of conversation in that meeting about how the bureau was
going to respond to the ongoing investigation?
ODEA: The only thing I remember talking about was needing to keep the information secure, so you
know, until the deputy’s able to follow up and finish his investigation.
BERRY: And when you say keep the information secure, what do you –
ODEA: I don’t remember the exact words, but it was – the discussion was around – this isn’t some
big wholesale notification right now, because the investigation is still ongoing. The deputy’s not
available and there is some key new information he doesn’t have yet.
BERRY: Yeah, and in the directive that addresses the criminal investigations of bureau members,
there are a lot of roles spelled out for the AC of Investigations, AC HENDERSON, did you have any
conversations specifically with her about what steps she would take or do?
ODEA: No.
BERRY: No? Okay, and then you also notified your executive assistant and your adjutant.
ODEA: Yeah, I – yeah, I notified both of them, told them the story as well and then told Captain
RODRIGUES because he is our captain of Professional Standards.
BERRY: So what – other than talk about needing to keep information secure to aid in the deputy’s
investigation, what – did you guys have an action plan or a plan of how you’re going to respond or
what you’re going to do, you and your ACs following that meeting?
ODEA: No, I mean, my thinking was I’m going to be talking to the deputy in a couple weeks and I
guess we’d figure it out then, that’s kind of how I was probably thinking.
BERRY: Yeah, and what – can you tell me what kinds of things happened between your contact with
the ACs, the regular Monday meeting was at eight. What was going on between then and talking to
Captain RODRIGUES?
ODEA: Well that meeting ends at 9:30.
BERRY: Long meeting.
ODEA: So – yeah.
BERRY: Yeah.
ODEA: So at 9:30 that’s when I met with my lieutenant and my executive assistant and told them.
BERRY: Yeah.
ODEA: And then I have a standing morning meeting with Captain RODRIGUES following that, and
so I told him.
BERRY: That’s right I forgot you guys also have a standing meeting –
ODEA: Yeah.
BERRY: – don’t you. Okay, and can you describe that conversation?
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ODEA: Yeah, I kind of laid out what happened. Here’s what happened, I was on vacation, that I
thought my buddy had shot himself and it ends up that I shot him and there’s an investigation going on
about that.
BERRY: And what was his reaction to that?
ODEA: He had a compassionate reaction as well too, you know, and this has been – this is the next
day after I know that I did this, so I’m probably showing a lot of emotion, which is –
BERRY: Totally understandable, yeah. Well, now during your contact with Captain RODRIGUES I
know, you know, as we all know that the bureau and the city often conduct investigations of officer’s
conduct, member’s conduct. Did you have any discussion with Captain RODRIGUES about whether
the city was going to investigate this matter?
ODEA: I didn’t say that to him I, you know, presume in telling him that I was involved in an, you
know, an accidental discharge that hit somebody. That – but I had conversation with the ACs saying
I’m going to notify DEREK next because of – you know, he’s a Professional Standards Divisions
captain, it would be a follow up investigation.
BERRY: Okay, so it sounds like you’re aware that there’s at least a possibility that it’d be
investigated.
ODEA: I didn’t think of it as a possibility. I thought that it would happen.
BERRY: An inevitability.
ODEA: Yeah.
BERRY: Yeah.
ODEA: I mean, I thought that that was part of protocol.
BERRY: Now –
ODEA: I remember DONNA that had made some remark about that, that it was smart to do right up
in the beginning.
BERRY: Yeah, did you – as you think back and I know you told people important to you in your
personal life on Sunday, and you told people important to you in your professional life on Monday.
Sounds like you had a lot of conversations about what happened, across any of these conversations can
you think of a time where telling IPR what happened came up?
ODEA: I never considered doing that because I’m telling our liaison with IPR, is Professional
Standards.
BERRY: Okay, so do you feel – was your understanding that Professional Standards then would
notify IPR?
ODEA: Yeah, that’s how we work every time we have a case or, you know, something like that, you
know, we tell DEREK. DEREK has regular meetings with IPR.
BERRY: Okay, and just specifically in your contact with the mayor, did you have any kind of
conversation about IPR?
ODEA: No.
BERRY: Okay, okay.
SEVERE: Just to follow up on that, was there any conversation about, you know, BHR doing
something, at least from the mayor’s point of view of like, there being some sort of administrative
investigation of what’s going on?
ODEA: No.
SEVERE: Okay.
BERRY: All right, well we asked you a lot of questions in a row about what happened and what you
did after and who you talked to after that and we bounced around a lot, and I appreciate you providing
as much information as you have and it’s a lot to go over again and I really – I appreciate you
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willingness to answer all those questions. It’s standard practice that we’re developing in our interviews
to kind of go over allegations with an involved member, and so I’d like to talk to you about your
actions and how they reflect or don’t reflect directives. So I’d like to first talk about the issue of
truthfulness, there’s a directive that covers truthfulness, and I’ll start generally and move into detail as
necessary, but to kind of thinking of the directive of truthfulness and your understandings of your
required actions to follow that directive, how do you think your actions – how do you think you
comported yourself in terms of that directive?
ODEA: I was not untruthful. I was wrong, you know. When I saw him, instantly its like, that holster, I
know that gun when you have it in there, sticks down two inches. It was right where the hole was, you
know, I had no realization that my gun went off and I look at him and I was certain he had shot
himself. Even later when he’s saying I didn’t, its like, yeah, yeah, I think you did.
BERRY: Yeah.
ODEA: And then as soon as I’m aware of factors that change that, I’m immediately saying that had
to be me, that there’s no other explanation and, you know, telling a bunch of people – telling some
thirteen people.
BERRY: And in your contact with those thirteen people did you describe the incident –
ODEA: Yeah, I –
BERRY: – accurately?
ODEA: – Every one of them heard the story that I thought he had shot himself first and then realized
later I had done it.
BERRY: Okay, okay, well I’ve prepared allegations. These are the allegations associated with my
investigation and I’d like to – I’ll read both of them to you and then we will – excuse me, I’ll correct
this one and then I’ll read them to you, so the first allegation; Portland Police Bureau Chief
LAWRENCE O’DEA,
, through his careless handling of a firearm brought reproach and
discredit upon the City of Portland and the Portland Police Bureau by causing a negligent discharge,
which wounded another. I wrote that as a conduct allegation under directive 310, the conduct
professional, so hearing that and its never fun hearing yourself as the subject of an allegation, what
would your response to that be?
ODEA: I guess, generally I get it and it makes sense, but also at the end of the day I don’t know for
sure what happened. I know my gun shot him. Almost certainly I had to do something to cause that.
BERRY: Yeah.
ODEA: You know, I don’t think it was anything mechanical with the gun. The gun is sound. It was
having that one problem, but at the end of the day, you know, I caused that.
BERRY: And the second allegation is, Portland Police Bureau Chief LAWRENCE O’DEA, 18924,
failed to provide appropriate and adequate notice he was the subject of a criminal investigation. I wrote
that as conduct under directive 333, the criminal investigation of police bureau employees. How would
you respond to that?
ODEA: I completely disagree with that. I’d say that, you know, the moment that I knew what had
happened I talked to that person, MIKE, about it, I talked to several other people. My boss was in
Europe, but due back in the morning. I notified him right away, I notified my four assistant chiefs. I
notified my captain of Professional Standards.
BERRY: Excellent, thank you and I’m sorry sir, in your answer for the first allegation it jogged my
memory, if I can ask you two very brief questions I meant to ask you earlier. The Winchester 9422 –
ODEA: Yeah.
BERRY: – have you made any kind of modifications to it?
ODEA: No, it’s completely stock.
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BERRY: So no aftermarket parts or anything like that?
ODEA: I’ve had – nothing, nothing at all. Like I said its – it’s never given me trouble.
BERRY: Yeah.
ODEA: And on this trip and this trip was only when particular rounds were sticking in it.
BERRY: Some of the old cruddy ammunition.
ODEA: Yeah, and it doesn’t even look old and cruddy it just – starting to see that the shiny ones
worked and the other ones didn’t. It was just enough oxidized, so I was frankly surprised with how
little that was on there that it held up in the gun, but –
BERRY: Oh yeah.
ODEA: But that’s the only trouble that guns ever had, and so its not a gun issue, that was an
ammunition issue and at the end of the day I don’t know if it was related to why there’s still a round in
the chamber or not.
BERRY: And your friend, BOB’s Smith and Wesson, I just want to make sure I understand it. Was
that the – is that like a 22A or –
ODEA: No, no it’s a model 41 –
BERRY: Okay, so he had the 41.
ODEA: He had the 41, JEFF had the 22A.
BERRY: Okay, so model – and that’s – I think that’s – is that just a single action automatic, do I
remember right?
ODEA: Yeah.
BERRY: Okay, and your other friends mention checking the chamber of his gun after the incident and
it was again –
ODEA: Yeah, MIKE said, either he himself or I think maybe said JIM checked it, but one of the two
of them checked it and he told me that it was, you know, full magazine and empty chamber.
BERRY: Empty chamber, and so if it had gone off your expectation would’ve been that that next
round would’ve been chambered?
ODEA: Yeah, and there’d be no way to have, you know, a full magazine. I mean, its not – there’s no
way its going to kick a round out and not pick another one up, I mean –
BERRY: Yeah.
ODEA: – that confirmed for me, there’s no way he could’ve shot himself.
BERRY: Okay.
ODEA: Between that and then MIKE saying there was a shot between you guys, for sure.
BERRY: Yeah.
ODEA: He said he thought one of us shot into the dirt.
BERRY: Well and you – and one more question and I promise I’m done with the detail questions.
You talk about policing up the camp. You’ve got a group of guys taking BOB down to get help and
you’re cleaning up, when you’re putting away the Winchester, did you happen to notice if a spent
cartridge came out?
ODEA: I didn’t, I mean, I remember – because I was emptying all kinds of guns and –
BERRY: Going fast.
ODEA: Just –
BERRY: Yeah.
ODEA: – dumping everything out and opening everything up. Locking bolts back on the 10-22’s and
–
BERRY: Yeah.
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ODEA: – and again I wasn’t thinking at all anything about my gun other than emptying all these guns
for the transport.
BERRY: Yeah.
ODEA: Because at that point I’m certain BOB shot himself.
BERRY: Excellent, Chief that’s all the questions I prepared. Is there anything you’d like to ask?
SEVERE: No, I’m good.
BERRY: No? All right, Chief O’DEA thank you so much for talking to us. Time is approximately
11:05, shutting off tape.
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