Donna M. Beegle, Ed.D is a highly experienced national public speaker, discussion leader,
trainer, and author of “See Poverty, Be The Difference,” a resource book for professionals who work with
people in poverty. Her newest publication, "An Action Approach to Educating Students in Poverty", offers
groundbreaking strategies for breaking poverty barriers. Donna's passion is to ensure that all people have
authentic opportunities to move out and stay out of the war zone of poverty.
Donna brings unique insights for breaking poverty barriers, having lived in extreme poverty for 28 years.
For the past 22 years, she has studied and worked with educators, social service professionals, justice
professionals, faith and community based organizations, and health professionals in 47 states and Canada
to improve outcomes for people living in the crisis of poverty. Her inspiring story and work have been
featured in newspapers, TV and on national programs such as PBS.
Donna is the only member of her family who has not been incarcerated. After growing up in generational
migrant labor poverty, leaving school for marriage at 15, having two children and continuing to cope with
poverty, she found herself, at 25, with no husband, little education, and no job skills. What followed in 10
short years were: self-confidence, a G.E.D., an A.A. in Journalism, a B.A. (with honors) in Communications,
a Master’s Degree in Communication with a minor in Gender Studies (with honors), and completion of a
Doctorate Degree.
In 2006, Donna founded PovertyBridge, a non-profit dedicated to changing the lives of people living in
poverty. PovertyBridge strives to remove the shame taught by the experiences of poverty, rebuild hope stolen
by poverty, and reduce the isolation of poverty by connecting people in poverty to people who are not.
Donna is honored to have received several awards and recognition for her work, including the 2011
Oregon Ethics in Business Award; New Mexico State Bar Foundation's 2008 National Speaker of the Year.
In 2010, Portland State University’s School of Social Work dedicated the Donna M. Beegle Community
Classrooms in her honor.

Available for inspirational keynotes, workshops, curriculum development, poverty competency
assessments and planning, she also offers intensive institutes and online courses.
For additional information: 503.590.4599; www.combarriers.com

