Green Matters

Actions today for a healthier tomorrow
September 2014
Instructions:
1.
2.
3.

September is the BTA Bike
Commute Challenge!
September is underway, and the OMF
Green Team wants to remind you that the
Bicycle Transportation Alliance’s (BTA)
well-loved Bike Commute Challenge is
in full-force!
For those of you who haven’t
participated in the past, this is a chance
for you to compete with other bureaus,
companies, and offices around the
city to see who can rack up the most
bike commuting miles in the month of
September.
Portland’s bicycling infrastructure,
high bike commuting rates, and overall
bicycling culture is seen as one of the
top in the nation. In 2008, Portland
became the nation’s first major city to be
crowned with the League of American
Bicyclists’ top honor: Platinum-Level
Bicycle Friendly Community. Media
outlets like Business Insider, Bicycling
Magazine, USA Today and CNN Travel
regularly mention Portland as one of
America’s most bike-friendly cities.
The Green Team will be hosting a
special brunch on September 25, as the
challenge winds down. All are welcome
to come enjoy the food, talk biking, and
brag (or lament) about the hard work
put forth by the OMF and Revenue
teams. As an added bonus, all those in
attendance will be entered in a raffle to

4.

win our popular and stylish OMF Green
Team coffee tumblers.
It’s not too late to sign up!
The process is simple: create a profile, join
the OMF or Revenue team, and log your
miles every day! It’s easy and rewarding,
and the miles really do add up. Just go to
the BTA Bike Commute Challenge website.
If you already have a profile, make sure you
are in either the “City of Portland OMF”
or “City of Portland Revenue” team. If
you need to get your bearings, you can find
bike maps at the Bureau of Transportation’s
Bike & Walk Maps page.
W!

NE

Click the link (above), and then
click the “sign up today” button.
Enter your city email address, and
click “sign me up.”
In the next page, fill out the
requested information. In the “team”
box, begin typing “OMF” and the
City of Portland OMF team will
show up. Select it! You have an
option to donate, however you are
not required to do so. If you do
not wish to donate, type “0” in the
amount box.
When completed and submitted, you
will receive a confirmation email at
the address you provided in step 2.
Click the link in that email and you
are activated!

If you’re needing extra motivation,
keep in mind that this challenge
really is a big deal---in 2013, the Bike
Commute Challenge attracted over
10,000 Portland riders, who logged
over 1.1 million miles! To put that into
perspective, that is the equivalent of
circling the Earth just over 40 times. We
can make a difference!
Have questions?
Contact OMF team captain Ethan Cirmo
at ethan.cirmo@portlandoregon.gov.

Green Team Trivia You too could be this happy!
WIN A COFFEE TUMBLER
First five correct answers win!

Question:
Name one of our two most
commonly thrown away items, as
revealed by this year’s 24 hr waste
audit.
(hint: check the July Green Matters)

Email guesses to:

ethan.cirmo@portlandoregon.gov

Brought to you by the OMF Green Team

Jenelee shows off her new travel mug,
for responding with one of the first
five correct trivia answers!

