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Ecoroof benefits:
Reducing stormwater runoff
They capture and evaporate
rainfall. This rainfall collection in
turn reduces stormwater runoff,
preventing sewer overflows and
protecting our rivers and fish habitat.

Providing a home to wildlife

Ecoroofs provide habitat for
insects and birds, some of which
may be losing their usual habitat in
urban environments.

Energy savings

Ecoroofs insulate structures and
reduce heating and cooling needs.

sed in Europe for decades,
ecoroofs are gaining popularity
in the United States and are sprouting
up on top of buildings all around the
City of Portland. In 2014 the City of
Portland won one of the City Climate
Leadership Awards given by C40 Cities
and Siemens. The City encourages
ecoroof installation on building
structures as part of its efforts to
promote sustainable development.
Ecoroofs replace conventional roofing
materials with soil and vegetation. A
typical ecoroof consists of a layer of
low-growing vegetation over a threesix inch growing medium on top of a
synthetic waterproof membrane. It’s
important that vegetation requires as
little irrigation and maintenance as
possible. A roof doesn’t need to be
entirely flat for an ecoroof installation.
Ecoroof’s can be pitched up to 40
percent. Flat or pitched, an ecoroof may
partially or completely cover an entire
rooftop area.
Ecoroofs can be found on many
buildings throughout the city, some of
which are open to the general public.
Here is a small sampling of loca
buildings with ecoroofs:
•

The Portland Building, 1120 SW 5th
Avenue (not accessible to public)

•
•
•

•
•

Native American Student &
Community Center, 710 SW Jackson St
Multnomah County Building, 501
SE Hawthorne Boulevard
Hawthorne Hostel, 3430 SE
Hawthorne Blvd (visible from
sidewalk)
Metro Regional Center, 600 NE
Grand Ave
Buckman Terrace Apartments, 303 NE
Sandy Blvd (not accessible to public)

The Bureau of Enivonmental Services
(BES) and the Bureau of Planning and
Sustainability (BPS) promote the use of
ecoroofs, research ecoroof technology,
and provide information and technical
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Pollution reduction

Ecoroofs capture air pollutants and
can reduce ozone, particulate matter,
sulfur dioxide, and nitrogen dioxide.

Improving aesthetics

Ecoroofs provide a green spot of
color amid black and white rooftops.

assistance to owners considering
installing an ecoroof.
Visit the Portland Ecoroof Program to
learn more:
http://www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/44422
Play our Green Team Trivia below
and win a mug!

Green Team Trivia

WIN A COFFEE TUMBLER
First five correct answers win!

Question:
What is one way listed in the last
Green Matters that you can reduce the
environmental impact of your pet dog?

Email guesses to:

ethan.cirmo@portlandoregon.gov
Previous answer: Parks Customer Service office, P&D
Service Center.
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