South Waterfront Greenway Construction Update
March 3, 2014
Greetings, Everyone!
On February 5, 2014 City Council unanimously passed a measure to fund Phase 2 of Portland
Parks & Recreation (PP&R)’s South Waterfront Greenway – Central District project. The vote steers
$4.7 million in System Development Charges (SDCs) – revenue from construction development in
the city – to the South Waterfront Greenway Central District for construction of a park, which will
contain river overlooks, bike and pedestrian pathways, lighting and seating, trees, lawns, and
plantings. (For more information - http://www.portlandoregon.gov/parks/article/480574)
With this support from the community and from the city, we are gearing up to begin the final phase
of construction on this project.
Public meeting
Thanks to everyone who attended the community meeting held at Umpqua Bank on January 15.
At this meeting we shared with close to 100 neighbors the likelihood of continuing construction.
Additionally we were able to share information on the impacts of the continued work and the benefits
(financially and logistically) of continuing through without having to demobilize the construction site.
Construction Update
Here is a photo of where we left off last year:

At left is the river and beach; in the center is the restored riverbank; at right are retaining
walls and a glimpse of the area where the upland park will be built this year.

We are very pleased that we have been able to work out an agreement with J.W. Fowler Company,
our contractors on Phase 1, to complete Phase 2. Their experience and knowledge of the site will
help ensure a more seamless transition. They have already begun planning the work. Site
preparation will begin the week of March 10.
Fencing - The fencing on site will be more extensive than during Phase 1. Fencing will go up around
the entire site between the north property line, at Zidell Marine, south to the SW Lane Street right-ofway in late March. The thin lawn area previously accessible at the base of the Atwater will be part
of the construction area that will be improved. Additionally, the area riverward of Block 37 (see
map) will be fenced. We encourage residents to respect the need to keep the public out of the
construction area.
Tree Removal - At the time the Swale was installed, it was planted with trees. In order to install the
path system in this area – some of those trees nearest to Block 37 will be removed. All of the trees
removed will be replaced within the Central District.
Site Plan for the completed Greenway – Central District Improvements:

On this image, the thick red line marks Phase 2. The areas riverward of this line were completed
in Phase 1, 2012-2013.

Phase two of the construction work will include grading the site, building a new retaining wall west of
the Swale, building the overlooks, paving the dual system paths and small plazas, and installing
irrigation and planting.
At the end of construction, the park will include pathways, river overlooks, small plazas, seating,
lighting, trees, plantings, lawn, and public art.

We expect to complete major construction in November 2014. The lawn grasses will
be seeded during the fall and will be left to grow and get established through Spring 2015.
Construction fences will be removed once the lawns are sturdy enough to withstand public use. We
will, however, provide access to the ramp down to the river, at SW Whitaker.
2014 Work hours: Monday – Friday, 7 am – 5 pm

Elizabeth Caruthers Park
Sidewalk repairs will be occurring the week of March 17. These repairs are a continuation of the
past work to correct defects in the original installation. Expect sidewalk closures most of the week.
This work will only impact sidewalks in the right-of way, not the paths inside the park.

The Portland Parks & Recreation website www.portlandparks.org is the place to go for accurate
and up to date information on the progress of the project. We know that construction is
inconvenient, messy and sometimes dangerous. By providing accurate and timely information, we
will do our best to let you know what to expect.
Please let me know if you have any questions, Elizabeth Kennedy-Wong, 503-823-5113 or
Elizabeth.kennedy-wong@portlandoregon.gov

