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PIONEER COURTHOUSE SQUARE RENOVATION PROJECT

Past Construction Updates

May 4, 2017

Sidewalk and Curb Work: Crews have
finished demolition of the Broadway curb
and turnout, and of the sidewalk along the
Yamhill MAX stop (Stop ID 8334). A
waterproof membrane will be installed in
those locations this week, and in other areas
of the Square. The Yamhill MAX stop will
remain closed until May 20 while Trimet
completes improvements to the MAX tracks
on Yamhill and Morrison. For more
information, visit:
http://trimet.org/alerts/morrisonyambhill/.

Waterfall Fountain: Crews will continue
restoring the waterfall fountain near the
entrance to the Visitor Information Center.
HVAC Upgrades: Inside the Visitor Information Center, parts of the outdated heating,
ventilation, and air-conditioning (HVAC) system will be repaired, while other parts will
be replaced.

Insulation and Drywall: This week, crews plan to begin insulating the interior space
and sheetrocking the walls of the public restrooms.

April 28, 2017

Curbs and sidewalks: Demolition of
the curb and turn-out on SW
Broadway is planned to begin next
week.This will allow crews to install a
waterproof membrane to keep the
occupied under-ground space dry.
Damaged brick pavers will also be
removed from the sidewalk at the
Yamhill MAX stop (Stop ID 8334). Any
named bricks affected by this work will
be replaced with bricks bearing their
original inscription. This work will
require closing the sidewalk between
May 1 and May 20. The sidewalk on the
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http://trimet.org/alerts/morrisonyamhill/

other side of the street will be available to pedestrians. For more information about the
TriMet Morrison-Yamhill improvements, visit http://trimet.org/alerts/morrisonyamhill/.
Waterfall Fountain: Next week, crews plan to begin restoring the waterfall fountain
near the entrance to the Visitor Information Center. They will also install a waterproof
membrane on the fountains’s large rectangular columns.

Public Restrooms: Over the next several weeks, plumbers and electricians will

continue to lay pipes and wiring in the public restroom.
hand. This work will extend through May.

Brickwork: In areas where the waterproof membrane has been installed, masons will
continue laying new bricks.

April 21, 2017

Brick installation: New “Portland Paver”
bricks are now being installed on the
Square. As crews continue to pour the
waterproofing membrane, masons are
following, to place the new bricks by
hand. This work will extend through May.

Public Restrooms taking shape: This
week, while carpenters continue framing
the restroom walls, electricians and
plumbers will be working side by side to
begin putting pipes and wiring in place.

Demolition: Crews have finished
removing skylights from walkways and
are currently removing bricks from the
walls around the Starbucks terrace.
Additional bricks will continue to be removed.
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April 14, 2017

Demolition: Crews have removed
truckloads of old bricks and mortar,
along with granite from the fountain, and
the Square’s old skylights.

Waterproofing: In the next few weeks,
the waterproof membrane will be
installed over the areas where bricks
have been removed.

Restrooms: This week, carpenters will
begin framing the walls for the new
public restrooms.

April 7, 2017

Bricks and Waterproofing: Crews are
continuing to remove old bricks from
the square and pour the waterproofing
membrane (see photo of Pioneer
Waterproofing crew members Mario
Torres and Josh Garger pouring the hot
liquid rubber membrane on the upper
tier of the Square). On top of this new
watertight membrane, masons will begin
to lay the new bricks this week.

Structural Work: In the mechanical
room, crews are installing structural
reinforcements.

Restrooms: Plumbers are currently
laying the pipes for the new restrooms.
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March 31, 2017

Construction Zone Expansion: The
construction area has expanded to
include the northwest quadrant of the
Square. In preparation for brick
removal, crews fenced off the area
around Starbucks and the large
granite water feature near the visitor
information center entrance.
Starbucks will remain open, with an
access path maintained.

Second foundation discovered:

During excavation of the slab in the

mechanical room, crews discovered

another brick foundation about four

feet below the current one. While not

confirmed, this brick foundation was

likely part of Hotel Portland, in operation from 1890 until 1951 (see image).

Removal of materials: This week, the crew will be removing bricks in the northwest
corner of the Square in order to replace the waterproofing membrane underneath.
Granite on the water feature will also be removed. Signage, artifacts, and art pieces
will be carefully removed, protected and stored for re-installation.

Interior work:
Crews are preparing
to pour a concrete
slab in the new
restroom.
Underground
plumbing and work
on the heating and
ventilation system
continues this week.
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